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Preparing our hearts for

Diocese prepares for new Catholics
Cathedral releases Holy Week schedule
New Catholics will be welcomed into the
Church during Easter Vigil Masses held
throughout the diocese. This year 126 people
from 29 parishes will become full-members of
the Church; fifty are catechumens, those who
will receive the sacraments of baptism and confirmation; and 76 will be confirmed.
During the Rite of Election last month
Bishop Bradley encouraged those entering into
full communion with the Church as he said, “Let
us rejoice together and let us promise to support
and encourage one another as we, fellow pilgrims, walk together on the journey of faith. Let
us pray for one another so that we can truly love
the Lord who is our God, with all our heart,
soul, mind and strength, and who loves us unconditionally, now and forever.”
St. Augustine Cathedral will mark its celebration of Holy Week this year with liturgies celebrated by Bishop Paul J. Bradley and a special
concert held on Palm Sunday evening featuring
the work of Giovanni Pergolesi. Following are
select highlights. The complete schedule may be
found on the diocesan website.

Palm Sunday, April 13:
11:30 a.m.: Solemn Commemoration of the Lord’s
Entrance into Jerusalem —
Most Reverend Paul J. Bradley, Celebrant
(Weather permitting, the Liturgy will begin on the front steps
of the Cathedral.)

Tuesday, April 15:
6 p.m.: Chrism Mass —
Most Reverend Paul J. Bradley, Celebrant
Holy Thursday, April 17:
7 p.m., Mass of the Lord’s Supper —
Most Reverend Paul J. Bradley, Celebrant
Good Friday, April 18:
Noon: Meditations on the Seven Last Words of Christ
1 p.m.: Stations of the Cross
1:30 p.m.: Solemn Commemoration of the Lord’s
Passion — Most Reverend Paul J. Bradley, Celebrant
8 p.m.: Tenebrae
Holy Saturday, April 19:
8:30 p.m., The Easter Vigil —
Most Reverend Paul J. Bradley, Celebrant
Easter Sunday, April 20:
11:30 a.m.: Solemn Eucharist of the Resurrection of the
Lord — Most Reverend Paul J. Bradley, Celebrant

Catholic School students begin a race to space
Four Catholic schools adopt nine-week program to develop microgravity
experiments that could reach the International Space Station next fall
Students at four Catholic schools
in the Diocese of Kalamazoo will
have a unique opportunity to practice
the scientific method thanks to a recent partnership with the National
Center for Earth and Space Science
Education. St. Augustine Cathedral
School, St. Joseph Middle School,
St. Monica and St. Stanislaus
Catholic Schools have joined together to participate in the Student Spaceflight Experiments Program (SSEP) Mission 6 which will bring
math and science to life for over 400 5th-8th grade students.
In each participating community, the
SSEP immerses hundreds of students in
every part of real research. The National
Center for Earth and Space Science Education oversees SSEP and gives each participating community a precious asset – a
real microgravity research mini-laboratory and launch services. Students from
our four participating schools will work
in groups of 3 or 4 to design 75-80 experiment proposals with the guarantee
that one of those proposals will launch with
the next mission to the International Space Station.
The proposed experiment will be operated by an astronaut and then returned safely to Earth for analysis by
the students. A Proposal Review Board, which meets
at the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum,
selects the flight experiment for each community.
Thus the program gives students in these four
schools an opportunity to experience the role of researcher by collaborating and competing with peer

teams. The teams will design experiments in a diversity of fields, write research proposals and experience
a formal proposal review and selection process. In addition to the one experiment selected for flight, all student researchers conduct their ground truth
experiments and report out analysis and
results at an event.
“Joining forces with SSEP is a “oncein-a-lifetime experience” for Diocesan students, says Margaret Erich, superintendent
of the Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo,
which encompasses 24 schools ranging
from preschool through grade 12. “This
project will give students the opportunity to
put their classroom learning into real-life applications.”
Twenty-four teachers will engage students
in cross-curricular learning to design their experiments. The program will also draw on local experts in
the fields of research, experiment design and engineering as resources for our students in planning in development. To date, 7 SSEP flight opportunities have
been undertaken, engaging 68 communities in the US
and Canada. Students in our schools have begun the
initial process of design and experimentation for the
next launch scheduled in December 2014.

Bishop Bradley tweets at
Digital Church Conference
Last month more than 130 people representing 32 parishes as well as
guests from neighboring dioceses participated in a new media workshop hosted by the diocesan Secretariat for Communications and
Public Affairs entitled, “The Digital Church.” Nationally known
blogger, author and new media expert Brandon Vogt was one of the
featured speakers and also instrumental in kickstarting
Bishop Bradley’s new Twitter account (@PBradley).
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The Bishop’s Perspective

La Perspectiva del Obispo

The Healing Grace of Reconciliation

La Gracia Sanadora de la Reconciliación

The calendar tells us that it is spring, but the still-below-freezing temperatures and occasional snow squalls indicate that winter is not quite ready to throw
in the towel. The return of the robins, the crocuses struggling to break out from
under the mounds of dirty snow still covering the landscape, and the longer
hours of daylight, all indicate that the spring equinox has taken place, and one
day soon, it will actually feel like spring. I have always loved the spring because
of the freshness of the air and the signs of new life throughout all of nature.

El calendario nos dice que es primavera, pero las temperaturas todavía bajo
cero y los chubascos de nieve ocasionales indican que el invierno no está listo para
tirar la toalla. El regreso de los petirrojos, los azafranes luchando por salir de debajo de los montones de nieve sucia que todavía cubren el paisaje, y las largas
horas de luz del día, todo indica que el equinoccio de primavera se ha producido,
y un día, pronto, realmente se sentirá como primavera. Siempre me ha gustado la
primavera por la frescura del aire y las señales de nueva vida en toda la naturaleza.

As spring unfolds in nature, our Lenten Season — our “spiritual springtime” — continues to unfold as well. We are more than half-way through this 40-day journey which we
began on Ash Wednesday. Through our prayer, fasting and self-denial during these Lenten
weeks, I hope that we can all find a freshness in our spirits, and experience the “new life” of
increased holiness in the way we live our relationship with Jesus and with one another. In a
few weeks, we will complete our journey by observing Holy Week, culminating in the celebration of the greatest feast of the year — Easter — when we will be able to proclaim our
“Alleluia’s” with spring-like joy!

A medida que la primavera se despliega en la naturaleza, nuestra Cuaresma — nuestra
“primavera espiritual “ — continúa desenvolviéndose también. Estamos a más de la mitad
del camino de este viaje de 40 días que comenzamos el Miércoles de Ceniza. Por medio de
la oración, ayuno y abnegación en estas semanas de Cuaresma, espero que todos podamos
encontrar frescura en nuestros espíritus, y experimentar la “nueva vida “ de una mayor santidad en la forma en que vivimos nuestra relación con Jesús y con los demás. En unas pocas
semanas, completaremos nuestro recorrido observando la Semana Santa, culminando con la
celebración de la fiesta más grande del año — Pascua — en la que seremos capaces de proclamar nuestros “Aleluyas “ ¡con alegría primaveral!

Prayer, fasting and almsgiving (works of charity): these are the three long-standing and
traditional spiritual practices which are designed to help us remain faithful to the admonition
we were given on Ash Wednesday when we began this Lent: “Turn away from sin, and believe in the Good News of the Gospel!” or “Remember that you are dust, and unto dust you
shall return.” Lent helps us to be mindful of our sinfulness and our mortality. Prayer, fasting
and almsgiving help us to be more mindful of our need to repent and to be reconciled with
God. Easter helps us to rejoice in and celebrate the great gift that Jesus has won for us
through His suffering, death and resurrection, whereby He has redeemed and reconciled the
world to God, once for all. One of the most treasured of all our Lenten devotions, the Stations of the Cross, gives us the beautiful prayer: “We adore You, oh Christ, and we praise
You; because by Your holy Cross, You have redeemed the world.”
While Jesus has reconciled and redeemed humanity and all the world, Lent reminds us
that each of us is accountable to God. It is very appropriate for us to think about making a
good confession during this season of Lent. While we are encouraged to go to confession
regularly throughout the year, most parishes sponsor penance services with many confessors
available to hear confessions during these 40 days, or at least parishes provide more frequent
opportunities to come to confession during the season of Lent. What a beautiful gift this
sacrament of penance is which Jesus gave to the Church on Easter Sunday evening. When
He in His glorified and resurrected body passed through the locked doors of the Upper
Room, Jesus greeted the Apostles with: “Peace be with you”. And then He went on to give
the Apostles, and all priests in subsequent generations, the authority to forgive sins in His
name: “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins
you retain are retained.” (John 20:22-23)
As a confessor, I find this sacrament to be so life-giving; as a penitent myself, every
time I go to confession, I feel like it’s a “new springtime.” During this Lent, I have been able
to celebrate the sacrament of penance in several of our parishes. What a powerful experience
it is as I, and other priests, hear confessions and have the privilege of sharing in this very
personal reconciliation with individuals who are being reconciled with God and His holy
people, the Church, through the sacrament of penance.
Across the board, we are told that many Catholics have fallen away from the practice of
going to confession regularly. Our society’s growing sense of “relativism” may explain to a
certain degree why that might be the case. There is a certain message that comes through
every means of media possible that whatever a person wants to do is “OK”, and that nothing
is wrong or sinful. The predominant message in society seems to be that “everyone has a
right to do whatever they want to do to make them happy.” That sense of “entitlement” and
the goal of “individual happiness” are diametrically opposed to the Gospel mandate of
“dying to self” and “rising to new life” through following Jesus Who is the Way, the Truth
and the Life.
There has been so much discussion about “affordable health care” and what the best
strategies are for us to be able to take care of our physical health and well-being. We want to
make sure that we have access to good, quality health care so that we can go to a doctor
when we are ill, be put on a course of healing through medicine and treatment, and thereby,
we can be restored to good health. Why would we not want to make sure that we are following a good course of action to take care of our spiritual health as well, and to find ways to
rid ourselves of that which makes us spiritually ill, namely sin?
In a recent reflection on the sacrament of penance, our Holy Father, Pope Francis wrote
these beautiful words:
Dear friends, celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation means being enfolded in a
warm embrace: it is the embrace of the Father’s infinite mercy. Let us recall that beautiful
parable of the son who left his home with the money of his inheritance. He wasted all the
Continued on page 3

La oración , el ayuno y la limosna (obras de caridad ): éstas son las tres prácticas espirituales tradicionales y de mucho tiempo que están diseñadas para ayudarnos a permanecer
fieles a la admonición que se nos dio el Miércoles de Ceniza, cuando comenzamos esta
Cuaresma : “¡Arrepiéntete , y cree en el Evangelio!” o “Recuerda que polvo eres, y al
polvo volverás”. La Cuaresma nos ayuda a estar conscientes de nuestro pecado y de nuestra
mortalidad. La oración, el ayuno y la limosna nos ayudan a estar más conscientes de nuestra necesidad de arrepentirnos y reconciliarnos con Dios. La Pascua nos ayuda a regocijarnos y celebrar el gran don que Jesús ha ganado para nosotros a través de su sufrimiento,
muerte y resurrección, por el que Él ha redimido y reconciliado al mundo con Dios, una vez
por todos. Una de las más preciadas de todas nuestras devociones cuaresmales, las Estaciones de la Cruz, nos da la hermosa oración: “Te adoramos, O Cristo, y te alabamos; porque
por tu santa Cruz redimiste al mundo”.
Mientras que Jesús ha reconciliado y redimido a la humanidad y a todo el mundo, la Cuaresma nos recuerda que cada uno de nosotros es responsable ante Dios. Es muy apropiado
para nosotros pensar en hacer una buena confesión durante este tiempo de Cuaresma. Si bien
se nos anima a ir a la confesión con regularidad durante todo el año, la mayoría de las parroquias patrocinan servicios penitenciales con muchos confesores para oír debidamente las confesiones durante estos 40 días, o por lo menos las parroquias ofrecen oportunidades más
frecuentes para la confesión durante la temporada de Cuaresma. Qué hermoso don es este sacramento de la penitencia, el cual Jesús dio a la Iglesia en la Pascua la noche del domingo.
Cuando Él en Su cuerpo glorificado y resucitado pasó a través de las puertas cerradas del Cenáculo, Jesús saludó a los Apóstoles con: “La paz sea con ustedes”. Y luego pasó a dar a los
Apóstoles, y a todos los sacerdotes de las generaciones posteriores, la autoridad para perdonar
pecados en su nombre: “Reciban al Espíritu Santo. Los pecados serán perdonados a los que
ustedes se los perdonen, y serán retenidos a los que ustedes se los retengan” (Juan 20:22-23)
Como confesor, este sacramento me parece ser tan vivificante. Como penitente, yo mismo
voy a la confesión y cada vez me siento como si fuera una “nueva primavera”. Durante esta
Cuaresma, he podido celebrar el sacramento de la penitencia en varias de nuestras parroquias.
¡Qué poderosa experiencia es para mí, y para muchos sacerdotes, el escuchar confesiones y
tener el gran privilegio de compartir esta reconciliación muy personal con las personas que
están siendo reconciliadas con Dios y su pueblo santo, la Iglesia, mediante el sacramento de
la penitencia!.
En general, se nos dice que muchos católicos se han alejado de la práctica de confesarse
con regularidad. El creciente sentimiento de “relativismo” en nuestra sociedad puede explicar
hasta cierto punto por qué podría ser el caso. Hay un cierto mensaje que llega a través de
todos los medios de comunicación posibles de que cualquier cosa que una persona quiera
hacer esta “BIEN”, y que nada es malo o pecaminoso. El mensaje predominante en la sociedad
parece ser que “toda persona tiene derecho a hacer lo que quiera para ser feliz.” Esa sensación
de “derecho” y el objetivo de la “felicidad individual” son diametralmente opuestos al mandato del Evangelio de “morir a uno mismo” y “resucitar a una nueva vida” siguiendo a Jesús,
que es el Camino, la Verdad y la Vida.
Ha habido tanto debate sobre “cuidados de salud asequibles” y cuáles son las mejores
estrategias para poder cuidar de nuestro bienestar y salud física. Queremos asegurarnos de
tener acceso a una buena calidad de atención médica, para poder ir a un médico cuando estemos enfermos, ser puestos en curso a una buena sanación por medio de medicina y tratamiento, y por lo tanto, ser restaurados a la buena salud. ¿Por qué no habríamos de querer
asegurarnos de que estamos siguiendo un buen curso de acción para cuidar de nuestra salud
espiritual también, y encontrar la manera de deshacernos de lo que nos enferma espiritualmente, a decir, el pecado?
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Memoriam
Rev. Leon H. Pohl, August 6, 1929-February 22, 2014
Rev. Fr. Leon H. Pohl, senior priest for the Diocese of Kalamazoo, died
February 22, 2014 at the age of 84. Born in Fowler on August 6, 1929 to Louis J. and
Catherine (Thelen) Pohl, he began his journey to the priesthood at St. Joseph High School
Seminary, Grand Rapids. After graduation he then attended Sacred Heart Seminary, Detroit
where he earned a degree in philosophy and then St. John Seminary, Plymouth, Mich.,
where he earned a degree in theology. Fr. Pohl was ordained into the priesthood on June 2,
1956.
He served 11 different parish assignments in both the Diocese of Lansing and the Diocese of Kalamazoo including St. Philip Parish, Battle Creek; St. Augustine Cathedral Parish, Kalamazoo; St. Anthony Parish,
Buchanan; St. Gabriel Parish, Berrien Springs; St. Mary, Paw Paw, St. Charles Borromeo, Coldwater; Our Lady
of Fatima, Union City; St. Rose of Lima, Hastings; St. Mary of the Lake, New Buffalo; Holy Angels, Sturgis
and St. Joseph Parish, White Pigeon.
Surviving are his sisters, Sister Mary Bernadine Pohl and Sister Mary Ann Pohl, both of Racine, WI;
brother, Joseph (Marie) Pohl of Holt; sister-in-law, Joan Pohl of Fowler; and many nieces and nephews. A Mass
of Christian burial was celebrated at Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Fowler, with burial following at
Most Holy Trinity Catholic Cemetery. A memorial Mass was held in St. Augustine Cathedral on April 2, 2014.
Memorial contributions may be made in Fr. Leon's name to Most Holy Trinity Educational Trust Fund, 545
N. Maple, Fowler, MI 48835.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Michael Emmons, on behalf of Bishop Bradley, announced the resignation of Marjorie
Haas, Associate Director of Safe Environment effective May 1, 2014. Haas has served in
this important ministry since 2008, overseeing the annual diocesan audit of the Charter for
the Protection of Youth as well as the VIRTUS: Protecting God’s Children training program
for all Church volunteers and pastoral staff. The bishop expressed gratitude for Haas’ dedication and commitment.

The Bishop’s Perspective
Continued from page 2

money and then, when he had nothing
left, he decided to return home, not as
a son but as a servant. His heart was
filled with so much guilt and shame. The surprise
came when he began to speak, to ask for forgiveness, his father did not let him speak, he embraced him, he kissed him, and he began to make
merry. But I am telling you: each time we go to
confession, God embraces us. God rejoices!”
The Parable of the Prodigal Son is the perfect parable to describe the joy of what goes on
when we make a good confession. Whether we
are aware of venial sins, or the more serious
mortal sins, our souls are in need of spiritual
“health care.” Receiving individual confession
through the sacrament of penance is a way of
taking a good, honest look at ourselves and our
relationship with God, confessing the sins that
we see there, both minor and major, and through
the absolution of the priest, to be granted the forgiveness won for us by Jesus’ suffering, death
and resurrection. Through this beautiful sacrament, we are restored into the good graces of
God and re-united with the community of the
Church, the Body of Christ. Again, Pope Francis
says this: “The Sacrament of Reconciliation is a
Sacrament of healing. When I go to confession, it
is in order to be healed, to heal my soul, to heal
my heart and to be healed of any wrong-doing.”
Dear Family of Faith, as we draw closer to
Holy Week and Easter, and continue with steadfast faith in our Lenten journey, let us treasure all
those ways we have been given to seek out
God’s loving embrace through the beautiful gifts
of all the Sacraments, and in particular, through
the Sacrament of Penance. What a wonderful
way for us to stay close to Jesus, Who is the Resurrection and the Life. In that way, we will be
living in a constant time of spiritual Spring.

En una reciente reflexión sobre el sacramento de la penitencia, nuestro Santo Padre, el Papa Francisco escribió
estas bellas palabras:
“Queridos amigos, celebrar el Sacramento de la Reconciliación significa estar envueltos en un abrazo afectuoso:
es el abrazo de la infinita misericordia del Padre. Recordemos aquella bella Parábola del hijo que se fue de casa con
el dinero de su herencia, despilfarró todo el dinero y luego,
cuando ya no tenía nada, decidió regresar a casa, pero no
como hijo, sino como siervo. Su corazón estaba lleno de
culpa y vergüenza, y la sorpresa fue que cuando comenzó a
hablar y a pedir perdón, el Padre no lo dejó hablar: ¡lo
abrazó, lo besó e hizo una fiesta! Y yo les digo, ¿eh? ¡Cada
vez que nos confesamos, Dios nos abraza, Dios se regocija!”.
La parábola del hijo pródigo es la parábola perfecta para
describir la alegría de lo que sucede cuando hacemos una
buena confesión. Seamos conscientes de pecados veniales, o
pecados mortales más graves, nuestras almas están en necesidad de “atención médica” espiritual. Recibiendo la confesión individual a través del sacramento de la confesión es
una forma de ver con honestidad, a nosotros mismos y nuestra relación con Dios, confesando los pecados que vemos allí,
los menores y mayores, y por medio de la absolución del sacerdote, ser concedidos el perdón ganado para nosotros por
el sufrimiento, la muerte y la resurrección de Jesús. A través
de este hermoso sacramento, somos restaurados a las buenas
gracias de Dios y vueltos a reunirnos a la comunidad de la
Iglesia, el Cuerpo de Cristo. Una vez más, el Papa Francisco
dice esto: “El sacramento de la reconciliación es un sacramento de sanación. Cuando yo voy a confesarme, es para
sanarme: sanarme el alma, sanarme el corazón por algo que
hice que no estaba bien”.
Querida Familia de Fe , al acercarnos a la Semana Santa
y Pascua , y seguir con fe firme en el camino cuaresmal , atesoremos todos esos caminos que se nos han dado para buscar
el abrazo amoroso de Dios a través de los hermosos dones
de todos los Sacramentos , y, en particular, a través del Sacramento de la Confesión. ¡Qué maravillosa manera para que
permanezcamos cerca de Jesús, que es la Resurrección y la
Vida! De esa manera, estaremos viviendo en un constante
tiempo de primavera espiritual.
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Bishop Paul J. Bradley issues
statement regarding overturn of
Michigan’s marriage amendment
“The decision handed down March 21, 2014 by Federal District
Court Judge Bernard Friedman in the case of DeBoer vs. Snyder is unfortunate and regrettable. With the stroke of a pen, the meaning of marriage, one of society’s most sacred institutions and the very foundation of
the family, has been redefined in our state. As a result of this decision,
the amendment to the Michigan constitution, which reflected the understanding of the majority of the citizens of this State, and which was designed to protect the definition of marriage as between one man and one
woman, has been undone by judicial decision.
“No matter how the courts or other secular institutions choose to attempt to refashion such a foundational institution of society as marriage,
our Catholic faith consistently upholds the understanding, rooted in Natural law and Divine design, that marriage is a lifelong partnership of love
and fidelity between one man and one woman, ordered for the mutual
support of the spouses and the procreation of children if possible. A couple whose marriage is blessed and made holy through the Sacrament of
Matrimony reflects the saving love of Jesus for His Bride, the Church.
“As the merit of this case continues to be argued, it provides us the
opportunity to proclaim both the Catholic Church’s position against unjust discrimination aimed at all persons, regardless of their sexual orientation, as well as the sacredness of traditional marriage. While our faith
teaches us to treat individuals with same-sex attraction with respect,
compassion and sensitivity, we also are called to defend the divine institution of marriage between one man and one woman.”
— Most Reverend Paul J. Bradley

The Bishop’s Annual Appeal 2014
kicks off this month
The Bishop’s Annual Appeal, which provides
the major fundraising support for the ministries,
services and programs of the Diocese of
Kalamazoo, begins this month with “announcement weekend” April 26th and 27th. Registered
parishioners will receive a mailed direct-mail
brochure and pledge card the week of May 5th.
Each generous gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal helps support important ministries such as
seminarian education, faith-formation programs for youth and adults
and the pastoral ministry of Bishop Paul J. Bradley. More than 97
percent of all monies raised stays in the diocese and more than
$150,000 raised over goal was returned to parishes exceeding their targets. Available again this year is an online giving option. More information on the appeal may be found at www.dioceseofkalamazoo.org.

Pope Francis APRIL Intentions
Ecology and Justice. That governments may
foster the protection of creation and the just
distribution of natural resources.
Hope for the Sick. That the Risen Lord may
fill with hope the hearts of those who are
being tested by pain and sickness.
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century. The great founders of modern science — Copernicus, Galileo, Tycho Brache, Descartes, Pascal, etc. — were
formed in church-sponsored universities where they learned
their mathematics, astronomy, and physics. Moreover, in
those same universities, all of the founders would have imbibed the two fundamentally theological assumptions that
made the modern sciences possible, namely, that the world is
not divine — and hence can be experimented upon rather
than worshipped — and that the world is imbued with intelligibility — and hence can be understood. I say that these are
theological presumptions, for they are both corollaries of the
doctrine of creation. If God made the world in its entirety,
then nothing in the world is divine; and if God made the
world in its entirety, then every detail of the world is marked
by the mind of the Creator. Without these two assumptions,
the sciences as we know them will not, because they cannot,
emerge.
In fact, from the intelligibility of the universe, the young
Joseph Ratzinger (later Pope Benedict XVI) constructed an
elegant argument for the existence of God. The objective intelligibility of the finite world, he maintained, is explicable
only through recourse to a subjective intelligence that
thought it into being. This correspondence, in fact, is reflected in our intriguing usage of the word “recognition” (literally, to think again) to designate an act of knowledge. In
employing that term, we are at least implicitly acknowledging that, in coming to know, we are re-thinking what has already been thought by the creative intelligence responsible
for the world’s intelligibility. If Ratzinger is right, religion,
far from being science’s enemy, is in fact its presupposition.
Secularist ideologues will relentlessly marshal stories of
Hypatia, Galileo, Giordano Bruno and others — all castigated or persecuted by church people who did not adequately
grasp the principles I have been laying out. But to focus on

“Cosmos” and one more
telling of the tired myth
By Very Rev. Robert Barron
Seth MacFarlane, well known atheist and
cartoonist, is the executive producer of the
remake of “Cosmos,” which recently made
its national debut. The first episode featured,
along with the science, an animated feature
dealing with the sixteenth century Dominican friar Giordano
Bruno, who was burned at the stake by Church officials. A
brooding statue of Bruno stands today in the Campo de’ Fiori
in Rome on the very spot where the unfortunate friar was put
to death. In MacFarlane’s cartoon, Bruno is portrayed as a
hero of modern science, and church officials are, without exception, depicted as wild-eyed fanatics and unthinking dogmatists. As I watched this piece, all I could think was…here
we go again. Avatars of the modern ideology feel obligated
to tell their great foundation myth over and over, and central
to that narrative is that both the physical sciences and liberal
political arrangements emerged only after a long twilight
struggle against the reactionary forces of religion, especially
the Catholic religion. Like the effigies brought out to be
burned on Guy Fawkes Day, the bugbear of intolerant and
violent Catholicism has to be exposed to ridicule on a regular
basis.
I will leave to the side for the moment the issue of liberal politics’ relation to religion, but I feel obliged, once
more, to expose the dangerous silliness of the view that
Catholicism and the modern sciences are implacable foes. I
would first observe that it is by no means accidental that the
physical sciences in their modern form emerged when and
where they did, that is to say, in the Europe of the sixteenth

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS KALAMAZOO COUNCIL 1616
LENTEN FISH FRY DINNERS ARE BACK
April 4, 11 and Good Friday
Dinner served, 5 – 7 pm.

,.
SPAGHETTI DINNER RETURNS MAY 16
Homemade Italian sausage and sauce,
meatballs, salad and garlic bread.

•
•
•
•

$9 adults;
$5 children 5-11
4 and under are free
$40 families of 5 or more

•
•
•
•

$9 adults;
$5 children 5-11
4 and under are free
$40 families of 5 or more

All dinners begin with Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.

Knights of Columbus
Kalamazoo Council 1616 • 219 W. Cedar • Kalamazoo, MI. (269) 345-4685
Become a member today, contact: Daniel Barrett 269-388-3814
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these few exceptional cases is grossly to misrepresent the
history of the relationship between Catholicism and the sciences.
May I mention just a handful of the literally thousands
of Catholic clerics who have made significant contributions
to the sciences? Do you know about Fr. Jean Picard, a priest
of the seventeenth century, who was the first person to determine the size of the earth to a reasonable degree of accuracy? Do you know about Fr. Giovanni Battista Riccioli, a
seventeenth century Jesuit astronomer and the first person to
measure the rate of acceleration of a free-falling body? Do
you know about Fr. George Searle, a Paulist priest of the
early twentieth century who discovered six galaxies? Do you
know about Fr. Benedetto Castelli, a Benedictine monk and
scientist of the sixteenth century, who was a very good friend
and supporter of Galileo? Do you know about Fr. Francesco
Grimaldi, a Jesuit priest who discovered the diffraction of
light? Do you know about Fr. George Coyne, a contemporary Jesuit priest and astrophysicist, who for many years ran
the Vatican Observatory outside of Tucson? Perhaps you
know about Fr. Gregor Mendel, the Augustinian monk who
virtually invented modern genetics, and about Fr. Teilhard de
Chardin, a twentieth century Jesuit priest who wrote extensively on paleontology, and about Fr. Georges Lemaître, the
formulator of the Big Bang theory of cosmic origins.
Can we please, once and for all, dispense with the nonsense that Catholicism is the enemy of the sciences? When
we do, we’ll expose the Seth MacFarlane telling of the story
for what it really is: not scientific history but the basest sort
of anti-Catholic propaganda.
Father Robert Barron is the founder of the global ministry, Word on Fire,
and the Rector/President of Mundelein Seminary. He is the creator of the
award winning documentary series, “Catholicism” and “Catholicism: The
New Evangelization.” Learn more at www.WordonFire.org

Lake Michigan Catholic high school
student achieves perfect ACT
Nathan Glotzbach, son of Patrick and Tracy Glotzbach, and a junior
at Lake Michigan Catholic High School earned a top composite
score of 36 on a recent ACT test. Nationally, while the actual number of students earning a composite score of 36 varies from year to
year, on average, less than one-tenth of one percent of students who
take the ACT earns the top score. Among test takers in the high
school graduating class of 2013, only 1,162 of 1.8 million students
earned a composite score of 36.
Nathan Glotzbach
The ACT consists of tests in English, mathematics, reading and
science. Each test is scored on a scale of 1-36, and a student’s composite score is the average of the four test scores. Some students also take ACT’s optional Writing Test, but the
score for that test is
reported separately and is not included within the ACT composite score.
“Nathan is an exceptional student, one who exemplifies the excellence in academic and
spiritual development that we strive for in our schools,” stated John Berlin, Lake Michigan
Catholic High School Executive Director & Principal. “We are extremely proud of his accomplishment and are truly blessed to have him as a student.”

Send in your best
Rice Bowl photo for
a chance to win
During these final weeks of Lent, there’s
still time to enter your favorite “Rice Bowl”
photo in the inaugural diocesan “Show Us
How Your Rice Bowl” contest. Send us your
photos that depict how you observe the components of CRS’ annual Rice Bowl campaign. Just tweet your photo with two
hashtags, #VivaLent and #kzoodiocese. You
will then be entered into both the national
and diocesan photo contest. Each week we
will randomly choose a winner from all submissions. Weekly prizes will include goodies from CRS Fair Trade catalog.
To learn more about the national contest visit:www.crsricebowl.org/photo.
For the diocesan photo challenge contest contact Lisa Irwin at:
lirwin@dioceseofkalamazoo.org. Follow us on Twitter @kzoodiocese.
Shown above is the first winning photo by Stephanie Cain.
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Collection for the Holy Land set for Good Friday
Christians around the world are united in a special way during Lent, Holy Week and Easter. As we
celebrate the events of our Lord’s passion, death and
resurrection, we remember in a special way the physical places where these events took place. The annual
Good Friday collection for the Holy Land assists the
Franciscans of the Custody of the Holy Land, who
have been charged with the care and preservation of
the shrines and sites since 1209. Their unique ministry
includes:
• Staffing and maintenance of the shrines and holy
sites, and development of new projects to enable
those who live in the Holy Land and those who
visit to deepen their faith and their spiritual and
cultural connection to salvation history.
• Social and charitable activities, including new and
rehabilitated housing, senior care facilities and
medical assistance in support of the minority

Christian community living in the Holy Land and
those in need.
• Pastoral activities, including worship, Christian
formation, youth and familyprograms in 29 parishes
throughout the Holy Land.
• Educational and scientific activities, including
operating schools (pre-K through grade 12) that are
open to all regardless of religion or nationality,
providing university scholarships, supporting
seminarians, and ongoing research/projects at the
Holy Places.

Mentoring program
equips young mothers
with brighter futures

Using that basic model, each agency tailors the program to fit the needs of the local community.
CCDOK uses the National Mentoring Program to
increase resources available to young mothers at Caring Network. The program is helping young pregnant
and parenting teens (14-17 years) overcome poverty
in their lives by encouraging them to continue their
education and helping them learn to be successful parents. These relationships are changing lives and the
impact is best told by its participants:

As a pontifical collection requested by Pope Francis,
the annual Good Friday Collection offers an
opportunity to be witnesses of peace and to help
protect the Holy Places. Last year the people of our
diocese donated $38,999.79. Please be generous.
You make a difference! For more information,
visit www.myfranciscan.org.

By Kerry Williams
Catholic Charities Diocese of Kalamazoo
If you were able to find two waking hours each
week, for one full year, and I guaranteed you that the
result of those 104
hours of service would
“My name is Iesha and
change the life of an atI’m 17 years old, and
risk youth by increased
my mentor’s name is
I
school performance, deColleen. I became a
creased delinquency
mentee to find someand a new meaningful
body to show me ways
relationship, would you
to be a good mother. I
give me those hours?
found my someone…I
One year ago, the
love her! Colleen is
Department of Justice’s
someone that underOffice of Juvenile Jusstands what I’m going
tice and Delinquency
through as a teen
Credit: Charities USA Winter 2014 edition.
Prevention (OJJDP)
mother. She has shown
awarded Catholic Charities USA $2 million to provide me that I’m not alone... Colleen took me through the
one-on-one adult mentoring services to at-risk youth.
doors of my dreams!”
In response, 41 agencies across 38 states – including
— Iesha Parker, Caring Network Client and Mentee
Catholic Charities Diocese of Kalamazoo (CCDOK) –
launched the Catholic Charities National Mentoring
If you are interested in using 104 hours of your life to
Program (CCNMP). This national program pairs
help a young mother change hers, please consider givtrained mentors with youth who then meet for two
ing Jeannine Boehm a call at 269-381-1234.
hours a week and attend intermittent group activities.
Agency staff provide the youth with case management
Excerpted from CharitiesUSA, Winter 2014,
services and the mentors with training and support.
Volume 41, Number One.
By Matthew
Matthew Price
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Celebrating
Mentoring

Book your 2015 Parish Pilgrimage to Poland

THE TIME IS NOW...
Pinnacle Pilgrimages
will professionally escort your tour!
Walk in the Footsteps of Blessed
John Paul II. Stay in Kraków’s
City Center near Medieval Market Sq.
Visit his Birthplace, see the Black
Madonna of Czestochowa,Tour the
legendary Wieliczka Salt Mine,
Experience Auschwitz & Birkenau,
visit the cell of St. Maximilian Kolbe
and much more!
We offer smaller group excursions
designed to your specific request
POLAND-ITALY- IRELAND
Plan YOUR Parish Pilgrimage!
Call to discuss Clergy & Host sponsored discounts
Chris Dougherty ~ Pilgrimage Coordinator
419-345-2512
or cdougherty@pinnacletourexperience.com
www.pinnaclepilgrimages.com
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The Other Six Days

By Jane Knuth

Everybody Line Up
This latest request for help at the St. Vincent de Paul Thrift
store is out of the usual categories of assistance with overdue
rent or the electric bill, or simple needs like clothing and day-old bread.
Today our faithful customer, Toni, needs help moving from one apartment
to another.
“It’s only a few blocks between the two places, and I don’t have
much furniture, but there are quite a lot of boxes, and I don’t have a car…”
“We’ll see what we can do,” I tell her, and promise to round up some
of our usual teenage volunteers. We set a date in March, and at first, this
seems like a good choice, but then it turns out that Saturday the young,
strong muscles are not available. As the date approaches we ask for help
from our older, weaker volunteers. They may be slower but they own
large vehicles.
Saturday morning is forty degrees, the driveways on both ends of the
move are icy puddles, and our crew consists of three middle-aged couples
and a college student home for the weekend. Toni was telling the truth
when she said there were a lot of boxes. It takes eleven vehicle loads of
back and forth loading and unloading, across treacherous ice, and up a
flight of stairs. We organize a bucket brigade style of passing the armloads
from truck bed to porch to staircase, staging our seven volunteers at intervals.
By the end of three hours we are exhausted but, owing to Toni’s
cheerfulness, it has been a genuinely good time. Everyone is stretching
shoulders and rubbing lower backs, when Toni exits the house and orders,
“I’m not letting you go without a huge thank-you. Everybody line up for a
hug.”
We laugh and form a dutiful row on the slippery driveway and she
goes from person to person, wrapping her arms around seven previous
strangers who have all become her new “angel-friends.”
“I probably have too much stuff,” she apologizes. “But one of these
days I’m going to sort it out and donate a bunch to the thrift store. You
folks do pick ups, don’t you?”
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Professional
Nanny Care
• After school or summer care
• Quality child care in your home,
any day during the week
• Over 7 years of Teaching
experience and Youth enrichment
• Discount for St. Monica,
St. Augustine and
Kalamazoo Christian Students

Call: Paula Hudson
269-330-1337
Email:
paulah546@aol.com

DILLON HALL
If you’re 62 or better, now’s the time to start
enjoying the better things in life!
Take a close look at
Dillon Hall Apartments.
You’ll enjoy convenient
maintenance-free living in
your own apartment.
Call today: (269) 342-0263

A sponsored ministry of the Congregation of St. Joseph.

3301 Gull Rd. #308, Kalamazoo, MI 49048
Smoke-Free Environment
Now Taking Applications!

• Pay 30% of your income for rent
• Utilities Included
• Emergency response system
• Low cost lunch
• On-site laundry room
• Beauty salon
• Storage unit included
• Community garden
• Beautiful community room
• Metro bus stop located on site
• Weekly trips to grocery shopping
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¿Qué es la Pascua?
por Socorro Truchan
“La Pascua no es simplemente una
fiesta entre otras: es la Fiesta de las
Fiestas, Solemnidad de las solemnidades, como la Eucaristía es el Sacramento de los sacramentos (“el
gran Sacramento”). San Atanasio la
llama “el gran domingo”, así como
la Semana Santa es llamada en
Oriente “la gran semana”. El Misterio de la Resurrección, en el cual
Cristo ha aplastado a la muerte, penetra en nuestro viejo tiempo con su
poderosa energía, hasta que todo le
esté sometido”. (Catecismo de la
Iglesia Católica # 1169)
¿Por qué es importante el tiempo
de Pascua?
Después de la Cuaresma y el Triduo
Pascual, estamos listos para celebrar
la victoria de nuestro Señor Jesús
sobre la muerte, listos para celebrar
su Resurrección durante cincuenta
días. Asistir a la Misa del domingo
de Resurrección, listos para comulgar, debe ser nuestra prioridad. El
Papa León I llamó a la Pascua, la
fiesta mayor o festum festorum.
Nuestra familia, como Iglesia Doméstica, debe reflejar el espíritu de la
Pascua, ¡el espíritu de la alegría y la
victoria de Jesús nuestro Señor!
¿Cómo vivir la Pascua?

Hay muchas formas prácticas de
festejar el “Domingo de Pascua”,
la más importante de ellas es buscar
confesarnos días antes para estar en
gracia y recibir así, de la mejor manera a Jesús en su sacramento de
amor. También es importante leer el
Evangelio del domingo en familia
para preparar mejor nuestro corazón
para la Santa Misa.
Otras formas, prácticas, pueden ser:
• decorar nuestra casa con flores, letreros de Pascua, etc.
• decirnos mutuamente “Felices Pascuas”,
• hacer una comida especial,
• escuchar música católica que sea
alegre,
• cantar canciones de gozo o que incluyan la palabra “Aleluya”,
• reunirse con otras familias,
• vestir la mejor ropa,
• ver una película de la vida de Jesús
que termine con su resurrección,
• hacer alguna manualidad de pascua
con los hijos,
• hacer huevos de Pascua, etc.
Asegúrate de tener una celebración
muy, muy especial con tu familia... si
celebramos el Nacimiento de Jesucristo en Navidad, que significa el
principio de su visita a nuestras
vidas, ¡con mayor razón debemos
celebrar su gloriosa Resurrección
que nos abre las puertas del cielo!

Calendario/Calendar
Abril/April

11 (Viernes) — 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. Reunión de Migrant Resource Council (agencias que ofrecen servicio a la Comunidad Migrante). (Migrant Resource Council Meeting, agencies that
offer services to the Migrant Community)
12 (Sábado) — 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Programa de Formación Pastoral y de Liderazgo, Tercer Año de Formación. Tema: Presencia de los hispanos/latinos en la Iglesia Católica de Estados Unidos por el Dr. Timothy Matovina. (Hispanic Pastoral Leadership Formation Program,
Third Year of Formation. Topic: The Hispanic/Latinos Presence in the United States Catholic
Church by Dr. Timothy Matovina.)
12 (Sábado) — 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Retiro de Quinceañeras Deben asistir con sus padres y
padrinos (Quinceañera Retreat – must participate with their parents and main sponsors), St.
Joseph Parish, 936 Lake Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49001.
13 (Domingo) — Domingo de Ramos. (Palm Sunday).
14 - 19 — Semana Santa. (Holy Week)
20 (Domingo) — Domingo de Pascua. (Easter Sunday)
26 (Sábado) — 8:30a.m. - 5:00p.m. Retiro Diocesano de la Pastoral Juvenil Hispana. Retiro bilingüe para todos los jóvenes de la Diócesis de Kalamazoo. Conferencista: Padre Rene
Constanza.
29 - Mayo 1 — Entrenamiento para Lideres: Building Intercultural Competence for
Ministers (BICM). Presentado por la Oficina de Diversidad Cultural de los Obispos Católicos
de Estados Unidos. Para más información, llame al 269-903-0163.

Mayo/May

Mayo — Temporada del Ministerio Migrante Diocesano (Mayo a Octubre)
3 (Sábado) — 8:30 a.m. – 5: p.m. Programa de Formación Pastoral y de Liderazgo,
Tercer Año de Formación. Tema: Leyes Civiles y Canónicas: Derecho y Responsabilidades.
Por el Padre Fabio Garzon. (Hispanic Pastoral Leadership Formation Program, Third Year of
Formation. Topic: Civil and Canon Law: Rights and Responsibilities by Fr. Fabio Garzon.)
14 (Miércoles) — 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. Conferencia Anual de Migrant Resource
Council (agencias que ofrecen servicio a la Comunidad Migrante). VBISD Conference Center,
490 Paw Paw St., Lawrence. (Pre-Season Conference for the Migrant Resource Council,
VBISD Conference Center, 490 Paw Paw St., Lawrence, MI)
17 (Sábado) — 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Encuentro Pre-Matrimonial, para parejas que se van a
casar. También para parejas de matrimonio interesadas en reflexionar sobre su vida matrimonial. Lugar: Immaculate Conception Parish, 63559 60th Avenue, Hartford, MI. (Pre-Marriage
Encounter in Spanish for those who will be getting married and for married couples who would
like to have a day of reflection).
17 (Sábado) — 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Taller: Estrategias para los desafíos al interior de las
familias, para las parejas/padres de familia que deseen aprender estrategias para los
desafíos que hay en familia. Lugar: Immaculate Conception Parish, 63559 60th Avenue,
Hartford, MI.
31 (Sábado) — 10 a.m.-12m. Comité Diocesano de Pastoral Hispana,
Centro Pastoral Diocesano (Hispanic Ministry Diocesan Pastoral Committee meeting,
Diocesan Pastoral Center), Kalamazoo.
31 (Sábado) — 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Taller: Manejo del Stress de Migración, para los adultos
que deseen aprender sobre cómo manejar el stress de haber migrado.
Nota/Note: Si necesita más información sobre esta agenda, comuníquese con la Oficina del
Ministerio Multicultural e Hispano al 269-903-0197. For more information regarding this
calendar, contact the Office of Multicultural and Hispanic Ministry at 269-903-0197.
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Rincón de los Jóvenes Hispanos/Latinos
Por Veronica Rodriguez
Encuentro Diocesano de la
Pastoral Juvenil Hispana: Tema:
“Ni de aquí, ni de allá: Navegando en diferentes mundos”.
Fecha: sábado 26 de abril en St.
Peter Parish Hall, 100 St. Peter
Drive, Douglas, MI 49406. Para
Padre René
todos los jóvenes de la Diócesis de
Kalamazoo mayores de 16 años. Horario: 9:00a.m. –
5:00p.m. El cconferencista Principal es el Padre René
Iván Constanza, C.S.P. El Padre René pertenece a la sociedad de vida apostólica de San Pablo Apóstol (Paulist
Fathers). El nació en Belice de una familia numerosa, el
séptimo de nueve hijos. Antes de ser ordenado sacerdote
el 19 de mayo del 2012, Padre René obtuvo una maestría
en Administración de Educación Superior por la Univer-

sidad de Louisville en Kentucky, con especialización en
Asuntos Estudiantiles. Se empeñó como director de una
escuela secundaria diocesana en Belice. Tiene una maestría en Divinidad por la Universidad Católica de América
con especialización en el ministerio Hispano. El Padre
René es miembro de un diálogo nacional ecuménico
entre los católicos y los hermanos separados evangélicos.
También ha sido invitado a participar por primera vez en
el Simposio Nacional sobre el Ministerio Hispano Católico que se llevará a cabo este junio en Los Ángeles. Actualmente es vicario en la Parroquia de San Agustín de
Cantórbery (St. Austin), de la Diócesis de Austin, Texas,
con una atención especial a la formación de Jóvenes Profesionistas, el avance del ecumenismo y el desarrollo de
vocaciones en la parroquia.
Para más información, puede llamar al 269-903-0197.

Fortaleciendo las Familias en la Fe (Reflexión #6)
Por Veronica Rodriguez
“Los niños aprenden a fiarse del
amor de sus padres. Por eso, es importante que los padres cultiven prácticas comunes de fe en la familia, que
acompañen el crecimiento en la fe de los hijos” (Papa
Francisco, Encíclica Lumen Fidei).
Parroquia de San Felipe de Jesús: El pasado sábado,
15 de marzo se lanzó el proceso de Fortaleciendo las
Familias en la Fe en la Parroquia de San Felipe de Jesús.
Para recordar, Fortaleciendo las Familias en la Fe es
una iniciativa donde juntos, parroquia y padres de familia, analizan cómo pueden colaborar más
para transmitir la fe a los hijos. Es
un proceso para renovar el compromiso de trabajar juntos para
cultivar la fe. Durante el sábado,
se presentaron los estudios recientes sobre los adolescentes y la fe,
las implicaciones para los padres
de familias sobre estos estudios, y la manera en que la
Iglesia puede ayudar. Se hicieron diferentes dinámicas
para los padres y adolescentes sobre el tiempo y la comunicación que hay entre ellos. Al igual que se dieron
ideas y sugerencias prácticas e historias personales para
ayudar a enseñar la fe a los hijos en casa. Hubo una bonita participación por parte de los padres de familia quienes también aportaron sus ideas y sugerencias. Antes de
terminar el día, las familias hicieron un escudo familiar
que se expondrá en la parroquia. Participaron alrededor
de dieciocho familias, un total de más o menos de treinta
personas. Queremos agradecer a Joe Marble y al Padre

Ministerio con los Campesinos Migrantes
La Diócesis de Kalamazoo tendrá la reunión para
comenzar el ministerio con los campesinos el jueves
15 de mayo de 6:30-8:30p.m. en la Parroquia de
St. Peter, 100 St. Peter Drive, Douglas, MI 49406.
La reunión es para todos los voluntarios que ayudarán
con el ministerio y para aquellos que quieran ser
voluntarios. En ese día, proporcionaremos material
de recursos y contestaremos a las preguntas que
tenga sobre el Ministerio Migrante. También es una
excelente oportunidad para conocer a otros
voluntarios. Si desea ser voluntario o si tiene alguna
pregunta, llame al 269-903-0197.

Fabio Garzon por haber organizado este lindo día lleno
de convivencia familiar y comunidad de fe y a todas las
familias que participaron. ¡Sigamos caminando juntos
para seguir fortaleciendo a nuestras familias!
Actividad para hacer en familia este mes de abril: Los
Conejos y Huevos de Pascua son una costumbre popular
que disfrutan los niños. Parte de la integración a una
nueva cultura y lugar es comprender y buscar en la historia el significado de las costumbres nuevas como son los
tan populares huevos y conejos de pascua. La historia
nos cuenta que los alemanes en Pennsylvania fueron
quienes introdujeron esta costumbre a Estados Unidos. Además,
el intercambio de huevos de chocolate se viene practicando desde
hace más de ocho siglos en Polonia, Alemania, Eslovaquia, Italia,
Argentina, Brasil, y ciertas zonas
de México. Muchas familias en
sus casas comienzan a decorar
con los niños los tradicionales
huevos cocidos para prepararse para el gran día de Pascua. Esconder los huevos pintados para que los niños los
encuentren es una tradición de hace siglos. Desde la edad
media, en Europa se mantiene la costumbre de decorar
los huevos para la pascua. Manera popular de decir especialmente a los niños: ¡Hay vida, Cristo ha resucitado!! ¡Felices Pascuas! ¡Disfruten y estén alegres!
¡Llegó la primavera! Sobre todo para los niños es símbolo de alegría y señal de la primavera que llega.
Si desea más información sobre la iniciativa de Fortaleciendo las Familias en la Fe o desea que se haga una
presentación, llame al 269-903-0197.

Infórmese

Ministry to the Migrant Farmworkers

WMU-CAMP: La Universidad de Western Michigan
está ofreciendo a los trabajadores del campo
migrantes (o temporales), trabajadores en la
agricultura o procesadoras de alimentos la
oportunidad de estudiar a través del programa de
WMU-CAMP. Algunos de los servicios de apoyo
son: guía y planificación académica, mentores,
exploración de carrereas y otros servicios.
Para más información y ver si usted califica,
comuníquese con Gustavo Echavarria,
Coordinador de reclutamiento al teléfono de oficina:
269-387-3373 o al celular: 269-993-7871.

The Diocese of Kalamazoo will host their beginning of
the season meeting on Thursday, May 15, 2014 from
6:30 – 8:30p.m. at St. Peter Parish, 100 St. Peter
Drive, Douglas, MI 49406. This meeting is for all the
volunteers that will be helping with the ministry to the
migrant farmworkers and for those who wish to
become volunteers. On that day we will provide some
resource material, answer any questions that you may
have regarding Migrant Ministry and it is also an
opportunity to meet other volunteers. If you wish to
volunteer or have any questions, please
call 269-903-0197.

GED y Clases de Inglés: La Escuela de Van Buren
Intermediate ofrece clases para obtener el GED
para los migrantes y clases de inglés. Si alguna
parroquia o persona desea participar en diferentes
lugares de Michigan en alguno de estos programas,
por favor comuníquese con Pedro Martinez, Van
Buren Intermediate School District, Administrador
del Apoyo Binacional y Educación Migrante al
269-539-5186. La parroquia solamente se
encargaría de ofrecer el lugar e invitar a la gente.
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Diocesan director among 40,000 at
annual Religious Education Congress

Here & There
Here & There publishes parish,
Catholic school and diocesan-sponsored events. Submissions should
be sent to Vicki Cessna,
vcessna@dioceseofkalamazoo.org

APRIL

CENTRAL DEANERY
Kalamazoo:
April 10, 17: GriefShare, St. Thomas
More Parish, 1-3 pm. GriefShare is a
faith based seminar and support group
for those who have lost a loved one.
Each of the 13 weekly sessions includes a 35 minute video followed by
small group discussions. Please call the
parish office for more information,
269-381-8917.
April 9, 16: Soup & Spirituality Day
Session, St. Thomas More Parish,
12 – 2 pm. Simple dinner of bread and
soup, presentation and discussion on a
special topic related to spirituality. Free
will offering. Babysitting will be provided
please pre-register for babysitting by
calling 269-381-8917.
April 11: Soup & Spirituality Evening
Session, St. Thomas More Parish,
6 – 8 pm. Simple dinner of bread and
soup, presentation and discussion on a
special topic related to spirituality. Free
will offering. Babysitting will be provided
please pre-register for babysitting by
calling 269-381-8917.
April 7: Why Faith: Necessity of
Crucifixion, St. Mary Rectory meeting
room, St. Mary Parish, Kalamazoo,
6 pm. Meets the first Monday of the
month. Contact: Jamin Herold,
269-903-0141 or
jherold@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.
April 14: Theological Debate Club for
Men. Topic: Mary, Angels & Saints. TGI
Fridays, West Main Street,
Kalamazoo, 7-9 pm. Meets the 2nd
Monday, every other even-numbered
months. Contact Jamin Herold,
Diocese of Kalamazoo, 269-903-0141.
April 15: Chrism Mass with
Bishop Paul J. Bradley, St. Augustine
Cathedral, followed by diocesan
reception, 6 p.m.
Mattawan:
April 19: Monthly Energizer,
St. John Bosco Parish, Mattawan,
6 – 8 pm., music, talks, (crafts for kids)
and adoration. Contact: Jamin Herold,
269-903-0141, jherold@dioceseofkalamazoo.org or Tim McNamara,
269-903-0139,
tmcnamara@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.
EASTERN DEANERY
Battle Creek:
April 9: Lenten Lunch Talk with
Deacon Al Bell, St. Jerome Parish
Hall, Battle Creek, 11 am prayer
service or communion service, speaker
begins at 11:30 am. Light lunch of soup
and bread provided. Contact:
St. Jerome Parish, 269-968-2218.
LAKESHORE DEANERY
Bridgman:
April 11: Stations of the Cross followed by Benediction, Our Lady
Queen of Peace Parish, 7 pm.
Contact: Our Lady Queen of
Peace Parish, 269-465-6252.
April 11: All you can eat fish fry dinner, Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish,
5-7 pm. Contact: Our Lady Queen of
Peace Parish, 269-465-6252.
April 12: Lent Confessions, Our Lady
Queen of Peace Parish, 10 am – noon.
Contact: Our Lady Queen of Peace
Parish, 269-465-6252.
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April 17, 18, 19: Morning Prayer,
Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish,
9 am. Contact: Our Lady Queen of
Peace Parish, 269-465-6252.
April 18: Stations of the Cross &
Celebration of the Passion of the
Lord, Our Lady Queen of Peace
Parish, noon. Contact: Our Lady Queen
of Peace Parish, 269-465-6252.
April 19: Blessing of the Breads
& Baskets, Our Lady Queen of Peace
Parish, noon. Contact: Our Lady Queen
of Peace Parish, 269-465-6252.
Watervliet:
April 11, 18: Stations of the Cross,
St. Joseph Parish, 5:30 pm. Followed
by Mass. Contact: St. Joseph Parish,
269-463-5470.
St. Joseph:
April 11: Knights of Columbus
Lenten Pasta Dinners, Lake Michigan
Catholic Elementary School Cafeteria,
5 – 7 pm. Admission to the All-You-CanEat event is just $7 per person and
$25 per family. Take-outs are available.
Contact: St. Joseph Parish,
269-983-1575.
April 11, 18: Stations of the Cross,
St. Joseph Parish Downtown, 7 pm.
Contact: St. Joseph Parish,
269-983-1575.
April 12: Angelico Arts Guild
Presents: The Lord of the Rings
an Epic Journey through Lent,
The Return of the King, Rose Center,
St. Joseph Parish, 6 pm dinner, 6:45
introductory talk, 7 pm movie. Suggested donation of $5/person for dinner.
Contact Nathan Williams at
540-454-5862 or
nathanechond@gmail.com for more
information.

MAY
CENTRAL DEANERY
Kalamazoo:
May 5: Why Faith: Mary, Queen of
Heaven, St. Mary Rectory meeting
room, St. Mary Parish, Kalamazoo,
6 pm. Contact: Jamin Herold,
269-903-0141 or
jherold@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.
May 18: Diocesan Confirmation Mass
with Bishop Paul J. Bradley, St. Augustine Cathedral, followed by reception, 3 p.m.
May 15: Open House for new families
at all CSGK schools, 9-11 am & 1-2 pm.
For more information contact: St. Augustine School, 269-349-1945, St. Monica School, 269-345-2444, or Hackett
Catholic Central, 269-381-2646.

JUNE

CENTRAL DEANERY
Kalamazoo:
June 2: Why Faith: Eucharist: True
Flesh, True Food, St. Mary Rectory
meeting room, St. Mary Parish,
Kalamazoo, 6 pm. Meets the first
Monday of the month. Contact:
Jamin Herold, 269-903-0141 or
jherold@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.
June 9: Theological Debate Club
for Men. Topic: Final Salvation. TGI
Fridays, West Main Street, Kalamazoo,
7-9 pm. Meets the 2nd Monday, every
other even-numbered months. Contact
Jamin Herold, Diocese of Kalamazoo,
269-903-0141.
June14- 15: One in Christ Marriage
Preparation, Transformations: CSJ
Spirituality Center, Kalamazoo. Contact:
Socorro Truchan, 269-903-0199 or
struchan@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.

The Religious Education (RE) Congress,
which was held last month, is the largest annual gathering of its kind in the world. The
four-day event is held at the Anaheim (Calif.)
Convention Center and is sponsored by the
Los Angeles Office of Religious Education.
Begun in 1968 as an “institute,” RECongress
is open to people of all vocations and different
Herold, left, with
faiths. This year’s theme was, “Hope, a World
Rev. Robert Barron.
Afire!” and the keynote speaker with Rev.
Robert Barron, best known for his award-winning Catholicism series.
Jamin Herold, Associate Director of Catholic Education and New Evangelization, attended and shared his insights of the event.
“Gathering with 40,000 plus Catholics in one location can be an aweinspiring experience,” he said. “Fr. Robert Baron spoke of the need to
start with the beautiful when sharing our faith. He went on to encourage
us to remember that, ‘God does not need us, which means that God utterly
loves us, because love means to will the good of the other, for the others
sake.’ He reminded us of that personal relationship with God that brings
us into a community of believers.”
In addition to different tracks including one for youth the congress
also featured talks by Dr. Carolyn Woo, director of Catholic Relief Services (CRS), Fr. James Martin, S.J., award-winning author and media
speaker and a variety of liturgical celebrations.
“The three days there were filled with opportunities to meet many on
fire with love for God, finding best practices in educating, forming, and
evangelizing our youth and others, and seeing the fire of the Holy Spirit in
others, about to be spread throughout the world,” said Herold.

Recovery from childhood trauma requires
correcting distorted thinking
By Sharon Froom, Director, Diocesan Trauma Recovery Program
Survivors of childhood abuse and neglect are prone to distorted
thinking. This comes as no surprise. As children they attempt to make
sense of situations that make no sense and they try to figure out how to
keep safe physically and/or mentally, using the developmental skills of a
child. Children are concrete, black and white, magical thinkers, not because they are flawed, but because that is how children think. Therefore,
as children, survivors come to extreme and nonnegotiable understandings
about their harmful situations and how to keep themselves safe, and these
conclusions then dictate the course of their lives. The following are some
examples of automatic thoughts common to trauma survivors:
I am bad. That is why bad things happened to me. (Actually, they
may be responsible for some of the problems in their adult lives, but the
bad things that happened to them as children were the result of other’s
mistakes or inadequacies.)
I always make the wrong decisions. (Actually, they sometimes
make poor choices.)
I must always accommodate to what others want or they won’t
want me around. (Actually, some of the unhealthy people in their lives
may expect accommodation, but healthy people prefer reciprocal relationships.)
I am stupid. (Actually, like all humans, they sometimes make mistakes.)
If I don’t make demands others will walk all over me. (Actually,
being assertive and self-caring is important, but being demanding angers
others and discourages their generosity.)
It is important for survivors to correct their messy thinking because how we think about events in our lives determines how we feel
about those events and how we respond to them. Correcting distorted
thinking is one skills taught in the Trauma Recovery Program.
If you are aware that events in your
childhood interfere with your ability to live
healthfully and happily as an adult, help and
healing are possible. The Diocese of Kalamazoo
offers the Trauma Recovery Program at no cost
to participants. Survivors meet for ten sessions
in small groups facilitated by mental health
professionals and a priest. Participants do not
rehash their hurtful past. Instead, the focus is on
skills to live more satisfying and effective lives.
Reservations are currently being taken for
English-speaking groups beginning in October,
2014. Please contact Sharon Froom for
registration and questions 269-381-0769.

New groups begin
October 2014
Mondays
October 20, 24
Mornings – 9:30 to noon
Evenings – 7 to 9:30
November
3, 10, 17, 24
December
1, 6 (Sat.) 8, 15

3427 Gull Road, Kalamazoo 49048

Carrie Newcomer
2014 Voices of Wisdom Artist
Thursday, May 22; 6:00pm

Join us for dinner with Carrie
followed by her musical
message. It will be a night you
will carry in your heart – plus
you’ll be showing support for
the mission of Transformations.

Sportuality: Transforming
Sport from the Inside Out
Led by Jeanne Hess
Monday, May 12; 9am - 2:30pm

A day of rest with reflection on
the role of sport in our lives.

Centering Prayer Retreat
Saturday, May 31; 9am - 4pm

Come and deepen your prayer
life. Listen for the still, small
voice of God.

Simone Campbell, SSS
Coming Saturday, July 19th details on our website!
More info & register at
TransformationsCenter.org
269-381-6290 ext 323
Become An Augustinian Volunteer
The Augustinian priests and brothers have
served in the diocese of Kalamazoo over the
years. Augustinian Volunteers are Catholic
men and women between the ages of
21-29 who wish to serve God's people in
partnership with the Augustinian
Order. The service of the volunteers is with
established educational, social, and health
programs and varies according to the needs
of the sponsoring site and the individual volunteer. Applications are currently being accepted for the 2014-2015 volunteer year to
serve in our sites in Chicago, IL, Lawrence,
MA, Philadelphia, PA, San Diego, CA, Ventura, CA and Chulucanas, Peru. If interested, please visit www.osavol.org or
contact us at osavol@gmail.com

Making a Report of Sexual
Misconduct
A report of sexual misconduct may be initiated at the Diocese of Kalamazoo’s
Sexual Misconduct Question and Reporting
Line: 877-802-0115. A caller will be requested to provide his or her name and telephone number. All calls regarding
sexual misconduct will be returned, usually
within one hour. This toll-free
telephone number has been established as a
part of the diocese's effort to protect
children, young people and other vulnerable
people in our schools, parishes and ministries. This line is for reporting suspected
sexual misconduct or child abuse within
diocesan institutions and ministries only. If
you have some other concern about diocesan schools, parishes or ministries, please
contact the appropriate
diocesan school, parish or office directly. In
all cases of sexual abuse you
are encouraged to report all cases to the
local police or protective services.
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More than 400 youth
“amazed” during annual
diocesan Youth Rally
This year the annual diocesan youth rally drew
more than 400 young people from around the diocese
as well as numerous volunteers, chaperones and
diocesan staff. Keynote speaker Jackie Francois, nationally known speaker and musician, centered her
talks around the theme of the day “Be Amazed.”
Middle-school and high school youth participated in
a number of break-out sessions in the afternoon including a track conducted in Spanish and new this
year, a confirmation tract.
The energetic day concluded
with the celebration of Mass
presided by Bishop Paul J.
Bradley who congratulated the
participants on their commitment
to their faith. During his homily,
he said, “My dear young Church:
at this point in your lives, you
have lots of goals — dreams —
plans. To use the image of
today’s Readings, your thirst is
great. There are probably lots of
things that you’re thirsting for as you think about your futures: what career you might pursue — how you could
make lots of money — how you can find success, happiness and fame? But you made an important choice in
coming here today. While lots of your friends and schoolmates are busy about other things today, you decided to
come here to this Youth Rally because clearly there are
other things that are on your mind too — important, spiritual things as you’ve been hearing about today in the various talks and workshops you’ve been attending. And
now, in this Mass, we get to celebrate our faith together.”

“ Wa i t i ng i n J o y f u l H o p e ”

APRIL 2014

Edwardsburg Parish begins
expansion project
Our Lady of the Lake Parish, Edwardsburg, hosted a groundbreaking for its church expansion and renovation project on Sunday, March 2nd. The celebration included Mass led by Most
Reverend James MurRendering
ray, Bishop Emeritus,
Rev. Robert Prevost,
O.S.A., former Prior
General, Very Rev.
Bernard Scianna,
O.S.A., Ph.D.,
Provincial , and Rev.
William Melody,
C.S.C. The $2.2
million project includes an expanded
worship environment to seat 450, a
large gathering space, renovated offices, expanded
parking and also improvements to the food pantry space in the
lower level. Rev. Joe McCormick, O.S.A., pastor, says the continuing growth of the parish community along with needed upgrades
have prompted this major project.

