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The Good News
Bishop Bradley blesses new
Borgess Health Park in Battle Creek
Borgess celebrated its recent
grand opening of the 65,000-sq. ft.
— Borgess Health Park in Battle
Creek with a ribbon cutting ceremony and blessing by Bishop Paul
J. Bradley.
During the event, Borgess
Health President and CEO Paul
Spaude paid tribute to the 125 year
history of the hospital, founded by
the Sisters of St. Joseph and the
commitment to patient care.
“At the end of the day [patient
care] is exactly why we exist and
why we have the privilege to be
here and to have this new connection, and to have an existing relationship that we really, really love
about Battle Creek,” Spaude said.
That Battle Creek connection
extends to those directly providing
care; Dr. William Bogan of
Borgess Internal Medicine said
primary care is the center of patient care.
“I’ve lived and I’ve practiced
medicine in Battle Creek for 30
years,” Bogan said. “I have to say
it’s great for our community to
have such a beautiful new building
with state of the art equipment
that’s devoted to something close
to my heart: health care that’s patient-centered, primary-care driven
and mission-based.”

From left: Bishop Dominic Kimengich, Diocese of Lodwar, Sr. Maureen Metty, CSJ,
Bishop Paul J. Bradley and Msgr. Michael Hazard, Vicar General.

onfirmation, collaboration and participation in the Eucharistic
Congress were just a few of the highlights of Bishop Dominic
Kimengich’s recent visit to the United States which included an extended stay in Kalamazoo.
During his visit Bishop Dominic, shepherd of the Diocese of
Lodwar, Kenya, concelebrated the Confirmation Mass at St. Joseph
Parish, Kalamazoo, along with Bishop Bradley. The parish has had a
long-time special relationship with the bishop as one of its parishioners, Mary Agnes McGrail, supported Bishop Dominic through his
seminarian years. During the Mass he expressed gratitude to the
parish as well as to
Bishop Bradley and
Msgr. Michael Hazard, Vicar General
and pastor of St.
Joseph, who travelled to the Kenyan
diocese last fall.
To further the
connection between
the Diocese of Lodwar and the Diocese
of Kalamazoo Bishop Bishop Dominic joyfully accepts a handmade rosary in
the Kenyan flag colors from young artist Brandon
Dominic met with
Buxton, St. Monica Parish. Buxton makes each bead
Bishop Bradley and from polymer clay and plans to donate additional
rosaries to be distributed throughout the Diocese of
members of the
Lodwar.
diocesan staff to explore innovative ways to strengthen the two dioceses’ “sister” relationship. The group covered the possibility of connecting its Catholic
school students as well as using various communication tools to build
awareness for the Diocese of Lodwar.
Located in Northern Kenya, the Diocese of Lodwar shares some
similarities with the Diocese of Kalamazoo. Both diocese are relatively young: Lodwar was founded in 1972 and Kalamazoo in 1971;
both have St. Augustine as its patron saint and Cathedral name; and
both are challenged with pastoral challenges of bringing the Good
News to its people.
More than 60 percent of the Kenyan diocese consists of nomadic
tribes making it challenging to reach the people. Bishop Dominic
shared that the diocesan pastoral plan calls for an additional eight
parishes to be created by the year 2018 as well as the hopes to begin a
minor seminary.
In addition to his stop in Kalamazoo, Bishop Dominic visited
friends and benefactors in New York and Atlanta where he participated in the Eucharistic Congress.
Brandon Buxton, a 16-year-old parishioner of St. Monica Parish,
Kalamazoo, met with the bishop to present him with a handmade
rosary. Buxton plans to make additional rosaries to be shared with the
people of Lodwar.
For more information on the Diocese of Lodwar visit
www.dioceseofkalamazoo.org/lodwar.

C

Photo Courtesy of Borgess

“We anticipate employing at
least 85 associates here, and more
importantly, we want to be patientcentered and community-centered
in everything that we do,” Spaude
said.
The facility is located on a 21acre setting. Physicians and other
health professionals provide a

wide range of outpatient care:
primary and specialty services,
laboratory services, imaging/radiology, physical therapy, sleep
health services and a pharmacy.
Borgess Health Park also offers
women’s health services, cardiology, neurosurgery, orthopedics
and bariatric services.

Youth inspired to combine faith and photography
The Battle Creek Catholic Artist Guild recently hosted a three-day photography workshop and contest for
Middle School youth from the Diocese of Kalamazoo. More than 50 youth from five parishes participated in
the workshop which covered the fundamentals
of photography. As a complement to the workshop the Catholic Artist Guild held a contest
with the theme, “The Resurrection and the
Life.”
Youth were invited to submit up to five photographs depicting the theme. Thirty-three
youth entered the contest and each one was
asked to write a reflection based on one chosen
photo.
“Our desire for this workshop and contest
was to help these youth explore the faith in a
new creative way, to see our Lord in all things,
and to gain a deeper understanding of the Easter
season,” explained Andrea Perry, youth minister
for the three Battle Creek parishes. More than 120 parishioners, friends,
and family came to celebrate at the final art show and announcement of the
3 | Bishop’s Perspective winners.
“Our hope is to offer a similar workshop to high school age youth in the
Fall,”
added Perry. The Battle Catholic Artist Guild is a group of seven
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artists who desire to be a witness of faith to young people through personal
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witness and artistic expression.
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Bishop Dominic visits Kalamazoo

Shown top left are the three winners with their artwork (from left):
Third place: Diana Lujino- Saltu, Second Place: Jordan Enriquez
and First place: Shayle Campos.
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PRIEST & DEACON ANNOUNCEMENTS

From the Editor
By Victoria Cessna
Communication Director & Editor of The Good News

My brother says it was 500. I remember it more as 203.
The number in dispute dates back to the summer of
1975 when my brother won the most coveted award
given in our kid world at the time — the library’s top prize for most-read
books during the annual summer reading program. While the details of
the prize pack and the newspaper clipping featuring the winner has
faded, my brother’s bragging rights have sustained throughout the years.
And so has our love of the written word. Perhaps it was the sibling competition or the close proximity from my childhood home to the library
but either way I have been an avid reader ever since.
For me summer reading is especially enjoyable as I can savor a book
during these days that gift us with more daylight and a more relaxed
schedule. My guess is that if you’re taking the time to read this column
(thank you!) then you’re likely an avid reader yourself. Here are just a
few of my favorite picks this summer with a faith flavor that will hopefully enrich your own spiritual journey.

The Most Rev. Paul J. Bradley has announced the following priest assignments for the
Diocese of Kalamazoo which become effective July 16, 2014, unless otherwise noted.

RETIREMENTS:

Rev. Stephen Naas

Rev. David Otto

Rev. Donald Suberlak, CR,

Pastor of St. Mary Parish, Marshall, will
retire and retain Senior Priest status,
effective July 1, 2014.

Pastor of St. Mary Parish, Niles, is retiring
due to medical reasons. He will continue to
assist as he can by celebrating the regular
Spanish Mass at St. Mary Parish.

Pastor of St. Mary of the Assumption
Parish, Three Oaks and St. Agnes
Parish, Sawyer, will
retire and attain Senior Priest status.

RETIREMENT:

PASTOR ASSIGNMENTS:
Rev. James Adams
has been appointed Pastor, St. Ann Parish, Augusta.
Fr. Adams will continue as part-time Chaplain for Hackett
Catholic Central High School in Kalamazoo. Fr. Adams is
currently the Parochial Vicar for St. Monica Parish, Kalamazoo.

Jesus: A Pilgrimage by Fr. James Martin, S.J. (Harper One):
I love Fr. Martin’s easy conversational style of writing and his ability to
draw you into a fascinating subject while interspersing it with personal
stories. With this ambitious 500-page book he chronicles the life of Jesus
in a fresh way inspired by his own pilgrimage to the Holy Land.
Love&Salt: A Spiritual Friendship Shared in Letters by Amy Andrews
and Jessica Mesman Griffith (Loyola Press): Back in the “old days”
— for me the late 1980’s — I had to actually take pen to paper and write
letters to keep up with my best friends. This captivating memoir shares
the letters of two friends who are united in their spiritual wonderings as
one woman enters the Catholic Church and while both women deal with
the challenges and triumphs of being young wives and mothers.
A Prayer Journal by Flannery O’Connor (Farrar, Straus and
Giroux): The treasured Catholic writer Flannery O’Connor kept a journal from January 1946 to September 1947 when she was a young student
at the University of Iowa. As written on the book jacket, “It’s a rare portal into the interior life of a great writer” — I couldn’t agree more. An
added gift is the inclusion of the actual written pages — a fun component
for those of us who still admire the old school “pen to paper.”
Whether you get through 500 or 203 or 3 books this summer may your
reading journey bring you closer to feeling God’s love.

Pope Francis July and August Intentions
JULY:
Sports — That sports may always be occasions of
human fraternity and growth.
Lay Missionaries — That the Holy Spirit may
support the work of the laity who proclaim the
Gospel in the poorest countries.
AUGUST:
Refugees — That refugees, forced by violence to abandon their
homes, may find a generous welcome and the protection of their rights.
Oceania — That Christians in Oceania may joyfully announce the faith
to all the people of that region.

Rev. Christopher Derda
Rev. Gordon Greene
has agreed to conclude his ministry as
Pastor of St. Margaret Parish, Otsego,
is taking medical leave as he continues
to focus on recovery from recent
serious back surgery. Fr. Greene
will assume Senior Priest status and
will be assisting the new pastor as
much as he is able.
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Deacon Michael Carl
has been appointed to assist Fr. James
Adams as Parish Coordinator for
St. Ann Parish, Augusta. Deacon Carl
has been on the pastoral staff of
St. Ann’s and St. Joseph, St. Joseph,
since his ordination to the permanent
diaconate in 2012.

www.dioceseofkalamazoo.org

Rev. Daniel Hyman
has been appointed Pastor for St. Mary of the Lake Parish,
New Buffalo. Fr. Hyman is currently Parochial Vicar
for St. Augustine Cathedral Parish,
Kalamazoo.

Rev. Craig Lusk
has been appointed Pastor, St. Mary
Parish, Marshall. Fr. Lusk is currently the
Pastor for St. Mary of the Lake, New Buffalo.

returned to the Diocese from graduate studies in Rome after
earning an advanced degree in Canon Law (J.C.L.), has been
appointed Pastor, St. Margaret Parish, Otsego. In addition
Fr. Martin has been appointed Promoter of Justice in the
Diocesan Tribunal as well as Associate Director of Vocations
for the Diocese, effective August 1, 2014.

Rev. Alphonse Savarimuthu, MSFS
has been appointed Pastor, St. Mary Parish, Niles and
St. Gabriel Parish, Berrien Springs. Fr. Alphonse is currently
the Parochial Vicar for Holy Angels Parish, Sturgis.

Rev. Mark Vyverman
has been appointed Pastor, St. Charles
Borromeo, Coldwater and Our Lady of
Fatima, Union City. Fr. Vyverman is currently the Pastor of
St. Joseph and St. Jerome Parishes, Battle Creek.

ADMINISTRATOR:
Rev. Brian Stanley
has been appointed Administrator for St. Mary of the
Assumption Parish, Three Oaks and St. Agnes Mission,
Sawyer. Fr. Stanley is currently providing pastoral care for
St. Gabriel Parish, Berrien Springs.

has been appointed to assist
Fr. Alphonse Savarimuthu as Parish
Coordinator for St. Mary Parish, Niles
AROCHIAL ICAR
and St. Gabriel Parish, Berrien Springs.
Deacon Gregorski has been assisting
Rev.
Antony Rajesh, MSFS
at St. Mary Parish as Deacon since
has
been
appointed
Parochial
Vicar
for
St. Monica Parish, Kalahis ordination to the permanent
mazoo. Fr. Antony came to the diocese earlier this year from his
diaconate in 2002.
diocese in India, and has been serving as Parochial Vicar for St.
Margaret Parish, Otsego.
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:

ADDITIONAL ASSIGNMENTS:

Catholic Press
Association

Mission Statement of The Good News: The Good News is the official newspaper of the Catholic Diocese
of Kalamazoo. The Bishop of Kalamazoo is the publisher and president. The Good News is an extension in
the print medium of the teaching authority of the Bishop. Therefore, it must always and at all times present
Catholic teaching in an orthodox, authentic and balanced manner. Its mission and goals proceed from this
fundamental reality.
The mission of The Good News, therefore, is to enable its readers to grow in their Catholic faith, to
develop as mature, well informed Catholics and to deepen their commitment to, and relationship with,
the Lord, their Catholic faith and their Church.

has been appointed Pastor, St. Joseph Parish, Battle Creek
and Canonical Pastor for St. Jerome Parish, Battle Creek.
Fr. Derda will continue serving as Director of Vocations and
Ongoing Priestly Formation. Fr. Derda is currently the Pastor
for St. Ann Parish, Augusta.

Rev. Ted Martin

Deacon Roger Gregorski
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Deacon James Nelson
has been appointed to assist
Fr. Ted Martin as Parish Coordinator for
St. Margaret Parish, Otsego. Deacon
Nelson has been on the pastoral staff
of St. Joseph Parish, Battle Creek
since his ordination to the permanent
diaconate in 2007.

Very Rev. John Fleckenstein
has been appointed Canonical Pastor for St. Ambrose Parish,
Delton and Our Lady of Great Oak, Lacey. Fr. Fleckenstein
continues with his primary assignment as Pastor of St. Philip
Parish, Battle Creek and Vicar for
Education for the Diocese.

TEMPORARY LEAVE:
Rev. John Tran
will be on temporary leave in the Diocese of Little Rock,
Arkansas. Fr. Tran is currently Sacramental Minister for
St. Ambrose Parish, Delton and Our Lady of Great Oak Parish,
Lacey and Parochial Vicar, St. Ann Parish, Augusta.
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La Perspectiva del Obispo
Una nación bajo Dios

Summer in Michigan seems especially sweet this year after such an unrelenting winter. The longer days, the burgeoning fields, and the breathtaking
artistry of the sunsets are just some of the many signs of God’s creative Presence
among us. As we begin the summer month of July, we mark one of the most important days in our country’s history, the Fourth of July, 1776. This year, the
United States celebrates our 238th Birthday as a nation: “the land of the free and the home of
the brave.” We all look forward to this mid-summertime holiday, and I hope we can celebrate it with the traditional family cookouts, ball games and boat rides, and of course, community-wide displays of fireworks. However, in the midst of all these wonderful
celebrations, we need to make sure that we never lose sight of what it is that we are celebrating: the precious gift of freedom — a gift that was hard won thanks to those who sacrificed
their lives in every generation throughout these 238 years, and a gift that must be vigilantly
protected in our current generation and for generations to come. As we celebrate all our
rights and freedom, including the rights to “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,” I
would like to single out in this month’s column our need, perhaps this year more than ever,
to be zealous and passionate in our efforts to protect the most basic of all our rights as citizens of our great country founded on the principle of religious freedom — the right to practice and live our faith without government interference or oppression.
In these summer days when leisure, relaxation and vacations are uppermost in our daily
planners, we rightfully take pride in our identity as Americans. For 238 years, the United
States of America has been a refuge for people from all over the world coming to this “land
of opportunity” as most of our ancestors did before us. These immigrants came to our amazing “melting pot” and were greeted by the welcoming words inscribed on our most precious
landmark, the Statue of Liberty: “Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free.” For 238 years, the United States of America has defended our borders
from unjust aggressors, even as we have defended the rights of people of countless numbers
of other countries throughout the world to safeguard their right to live free of oppressions
within their own borders. And for 238 years, the founding principles of our country have
sought to grant all citizens the same basic rights and privileges as any other citizen and to
welcome our “melting pot” of individuals to continue their cultural traditions and to practice
their religion free from any government interference.
In recent years the unthinkable has begun to happen. Some people’s rights are being restricted while other people’s rights are being increased; traditional social institutions, established since the days of Adam and Eve, humanity’s first parents, are being re-defined; and
religious freedom is being questioned.
Federal and Supreme Courts are now put in the position of deciding what the law of the
land shall be, rather than the majority of the citizens of this great Democracy. The judicial
and executive branches of government are overtaking the legislative process that has made
the United States the envy of every other country in the world.
The most blatant example of this government intrusion into our religious freedom is
seen in the “HHS Mandate,” which mandates that contraceptive drugs, which includes drugs
that are abortifacients, must be provided regardless of how doing so infringes on one’s religious convictions. Does the “right” to receive contraceptives trump the “right” of religious
freedom? And is the way to make that happen for the government to now re-interpret what
“religious freedom” means? It seems that now, the freedom of religion, is being limited only
to attendnce at a church, synagogue or mosque of ones choice to worship, but has no effect
on how one lives out one’s faith in daily life choices and practices that are beyond attendance at a church, synagogue or mosque. This is extremely troubling, and worrisome; this
should be troubling and worrisome for all Americans, regardless of what one’s religious convictions are, or even those who have no religious convictions.
While we take great pride in being Americans, we are first, last and always, People of
God. Our identity as Americans should not interfere with our identity as Catholics — as
Christians — as People of Faith. If it does, then something has gone terribly wrong with
what our Founding fathers intended in the Constitution of our beloved United States of
America.
Recently Bishop Dominic Kimengich, the Bishop of the Diocese of Lodwar in Kenya,
our sister diocese, was here in our diocese visiting friends and benefactors. Our diocesan
staff had the privilege of spending the better part of a day with Bishop Dominic as we
learned from each other about the many challenges and opportunities we each face in our respective dioceses. I happily recall my pastoral visit to Lodwar last Fall when I got to see
firsthand the joy so evident in the hearts of our sister and brother Catholics there in Lodwar,
who so jubilantly embrace and live their faith in spite of the harsh realities of their daily
lives. Our staff asked Bishop Dominic what the secret to that “joy of faith” was? He reminded us that the Catholic/Christian faith is relatively new in Lodwar; it was only in 1961
that European missionaries came to that country and shared the Good News of the Gospel of
Jesus and the Catholic Faith. As such the people are still “giddy” about this Good news, and
very enthused about the Catholic Church as they move forward in their faith journey.
Could it be that we here in the United States have lost some of that zeal for our faith?
Could it be that we are so focused on making sure that people should be “free” to do whatever they want, or to live however they want to live, that we have become willing to turn our
backs on the ways God has called us to live? Are we willing to restrict, or even set aside, the
most basic and precious of our freedoms, namely freedom of religion? Have we become too
Continued on page 4

El verano en Michigan parece especialmente dulce este año después de un
invierno tan implacable. Los días más largos, los campos florecientes y el arte
impresionante de las puestas de sol son sólo algunas de las muchas señales de la
presencia creativa de Dios entre nosotros. Al comenzar el mes de verano de julio,
marcamos uno de los días más importantes en la historia de nuestro país, el 4 de
julio de 1776. Este año, Estados Unidos celebra el 238 cumpleaños como nación:
“la tierra de los libres y el hogar de los valientes”. Todos esperamos esta fiesta de mediados
del verano, y espero que podamos celebrarlo con comidas familiares tradicionales, juegos de
pelota y paseos en bote, y por supuesto, los fuegos artificiales de las comunidades. Sin
embargo, en medio de todas estas celebraciones maravillosas, tenemos que asegurarnos de
que nunca perdamos de vista qué es lo que estamos celebrando: el don precioso de la libertad
— un regalo que fue ganado duramente gracias a los que sacrificaron sus vidas en todos las
generaciones a lo largo de estos 238 años, y un regalo que debe ser protegido vigilantemente
en nuestra actual generación y para las generaciones venideras. al celebrar todos nuestros
derechos y libertad este año, incluyendo el derecho a la “vida, libertad y la búsqueda de la
felicidad” me gustaría destacar en el artículo de este mes nuestra necesidad, tal vez este año
más que nunca, ser celosos y apasionados en nuestros esfuerzos para proteger el más básico
de todos nuestros derechos como ciudadanos de nuestro gran país fundado en el principio de
la libertad religiosa — el derecho a practicar y vivir nuestra fe sin interferencia o la opresión
del gobierno.
En estos días de verano, cuando el ocio, la relajación y las vacaciones son lo más
importante en nuestras agendas, con razón nos sentimos orgullosos de nuestra identidad como
norteamericanos. Por 238 años, los Estados Unidos de América ha sido un refugio para
personas de todas partes del mundo viniendo a esta “tierra de oportunidades”, como la
mayoría de nuestros antepasados lo hicieron antes que nosotros. Estos inmigrantes llegaron a
nuestro increíble “crisol de razas”, y fueron recibidos por las palabras de bienvenida inscritas
en nuestro monumento más preciado, la Estatua de la Libertad: “Dame tus cansados, tus
pobres, tus masas apiñadas anhelando respirar en libertad.” Por 238 años, los Estados Unidos
de América ha defendido nuestras fronteras de agresores injustos, así como hemos defendido
los derechos de los habitantes de un sinnúmero de otros países de todo el mundo para
salvaguardar su derecho a una vida libre de violencias dentro de sus propias fronteras. Y por
238 años, los principios fundadores de nuestro país han tratado de conceder a todos los
ciudadanos los mismos derechos básicos y privilegios de cualquier otro ciudadano y dar la
bienvenida a nuestro “crisol” de ciudadanos a continuar sus tradiciones culturales y practicar
su religión libre de cualquier interferencia del gobierno.
En los últimos años lo impensable ha comenzado a suceder. Los derechos de algunas
personas están siendo restringidos mientras se aumentan los derechos de otras personas;
instituciones sociales tradicionales, establecidas desde los tiempos de Adán y Eva, los
primeros padres de la humanidad, están siendo redefinidas; y la libertad religiosa está siendo
cuestionada.
Cortes Federales y Supremas ahora han sido puestas en la posición de decidir cuál será la
ley del país, en lugar de la mayoría de los ciudadanos de esta gran democracia. Los poderes
judicial y ejecutivo están sobrepasando al proceso legislativo que ha hecho de Estados Unidos
la envidia de todos los demás países del mundo.
El ejemplo más flagrante de esta intromisión del gobierno en la libertad religiosa se ve en
el “Mandato HHS”, que obliga a que los medicamentos anticonceptivos, que incluyen
medicamentos que son abortivos, deben proporcionarse independientemente de que como
infringe en las propias convicciones religiosas al hacerlo. El “derecho “a recibir
anticonceptivos sobrepasa al “ derecho “de la libertad religiosa. Y la manera de hacer que eso
suceda, es el gobierno re-interpretar lo que” significa la libertad religiosa”. De alguna manera
ahora, la libertad religiosa se limita sólo a ir a la iglesia, sinagoga o mezquita de su elección
para la adoración, pero no tiene ningún efecto sobre cómo uno vive afuera lo que la
participación del culto influye en las decisiones de la vida cotidiana de la persona y las
prácticas fuera de la iglesia, sinagoga o mezquita. Esto es muy inquietante y preocupante; esto
debería ser inquietante y preocupante para todos los estadounidenses, independientemente de
las propias convicciones religiosas, o incluso aquellos que no tienen convicciones religiosas.
Mientras que nos sentimos muy orgullosos de ser norteamericanos, somos primero,
último y siempre, Pueblo de Dios. Nuestra identidad como norteamericanos no debe interferir
con nuestra identidad como católicos — como cristianos — como personas de fe. Si lo hace,
entonces algo ha salido terriblemente mal con lo que nuestros padres fundadores intentaban
en la Constitución de nuestro amado Estados Unidos de América.
Recientemente el obispo Dominic Kimengich, el obispo de la diócesis de Lodwar, en
Kenia, nuestra diócesis hermana, estuvo aquí en nuestra diócesis visitando a amigos y
benefactores. Nuestro personal diocesano tuvo el privilegio de pasar la mayor parte del día
con el Obispo Dominic aprendiendo unos de otros acerca de los muchos desafíos y
oportunidades que enfrentamos cada uno en nuestras respectivas diócesis. Felizmente
recuerdo mi visita pastoral a Lodwar el otoño pasado cuando llegué a ver de primera mano la
alegría, tan evidente en los corazones de nuestras hermanas y hermanos católicos ahí en
Lodwar, quienes tan jubilosamente abrazan y viven su fe. Nuestro personal le preguntó el
obispo Dominic, ¿cuál era el secreto de esa “alegría de fe”? Nos recordó que la fe cristiana/
católica es relativamente nueva en Lodwar; no fue sino hasta 1961 que los misioneros
europeos llegaron a ese país y compartieron la Buena Nueva del Evangelio de Jesús y la fe
católica. Como tal, las personas siguen estando “aturdidas” sobre esta buena noticia, y muy
entusiasmadas acerca de la Iglesia Católica a medida que avanzan en su camino de fe.
¿Podría ser que nosotros aquí en los Estados Unidos hemos perdido un poco ese celo por
nuestra fe? ¿No será que estamos tan enfocados en asegurarnos que las personas deben ser
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Rice bowl monies help support local
Fresh Food Initiative
The Diocese of Kalamazoo recently granted $3,000
to the Food Bank of South
Central Michigan in support
of its Fresh Food Initiative
program in Kalamazoo
County. The grant is made
possible through the generosity of parishioners who
donated to CRS Rice Bowl
program which designates 25
percent of all proceeds be
used within a diocese.
Pictured above: Lisa Irwin and Dave Karr.
This summer the
Kalamazoo-county based Fresh Food Initiative program will bring fresh
produce, dairy products and other food items into two targeted neighborhoods served by the Food Bank (Eastside Neighborhood Association and
Haven Church).
“The support of The Diocese of Kalamazoo is crucial to the success
of the Fresh Food Initiative program,” said Dave Karr, the Food Bank’s
Executive Director. “Unfortunately, hunger doesn’t take a summer vacation.” Karr mentioned that 15.3 percent (or 38,280) of all Kalamazoo
County residents are food insecure, meaning they don’t know where their
next meal is coming from. 18.6 percent (or 10,500) of all children are
food insecure.
“We’re grateful to extend the generosity of our Catholic community
to those in need and for their support of Catholic Relief Services’ Rice
Bowl,” said Lisa Irwin, Associate Director of Parish Life and Lay Leadership.
Last summer, the Eastside Neighborhood Association and Haven
Church sites served an average of 150-200 households each distribution
which ran from July through the end of September. Working in partnership with Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes the Food Bank provides food to
five other Fresh Food/Mobile Food Initiative sites that serve Kalamazoo
County.
The Food Bank of South Central Michigan is a member of Feeding
America, the Food Bank Council of Michigan and the United Way of the
Greater Battle Creek/Kalamazoo Region.

Woman looks outside shop as people wait for
Pope Francis’ arrival in Cassano allo Ionio
A woman looks
outside of a shop as
people wait for Pope
Francis’ arrival in
Cassano allo Ionio,
Italy, June 21.
The image of Pope
Francis was
promoting a flavor
of ice cream dedicated to the pope.
(CNS photo/Paul Haring) (June 23, 2014)

DILLON HALL
If you’re 62 or better, now’s the time to start
enjoying the better things in life!
Take a close look at
Dillon Hall Apartments.
You’ll enjoy convenient
maintenance-free living in
your own apartment.
Call today: (269) 342-0263

A sponsored ministry of the Congregation of St. Joseph.

3301 Gull Rd. #308, Kalamazoo, MI 49048
Smoke-Free Environment
Now Taking Applications!

• Pay 30% of your income for rent
• Utilities Included
• Emergency response system
• Low cost lunch
• On-site laundry room
• Beauty salon
• Storage unit included
• Community garden
• Beautiful community room
• Metro bus stop located on site
• Weekly trips to grocery shopping

The Bishop’s Perspective
Continued from page 2

complacent? Americans have always been willing to sacrifice, even to the point of laying down
our lives, in the name of protecting our precious
freedoms. What about our religious freedom? As
Christians/Catholics first, are we willing, ready,
to stand up for our faith? Are we ready to be persecuted for our faith? And, as the martyrs of our
great Catholic tradition, such as St. Thomas
More and St. John Fisher, had to ask themselves
in the generations when they lived and faced
their own grave challenges to the faith, are we
willing to suffer and die for our faith?
In his recent Apostolic Exhortation entitled
“The Joy of the Gospel,” our Holy Father, Pope
Francis, boldly proclaims: “No one can demand
that religion should be relegated to the inner
sanctum of personal life, without influence on societal and national life, without concern for the
soundness of civil institutions, without a right to
offer an opinion on events affecting society.”
As we heed our Holy Father’s advice, let us
consider the following particular suggestions.
The most important course of action is to pray;
to be in constant conversation with God, asking
God’s Holy Spirit for guidance, for courage, for
enthusiastic and a “giddy” faith. Secondly, we
must learn and stay well-informed. To do so, we
must go beyond the often-biased headlines of the
6 o’clock news, and really explore the issues. Finally, we have to stand up for our faith; we must
be willing to protect and defend our convictions.
Pray, learn, stand strong and defend!
My dear sisters and brothers, in these “lazy,
hazy, crazy, days of summer,” as you enjoy these
restful and enjoyable summer days, I realize that
we want to kick back and catch up on our leisure
reading and enjoy the slower pace of the great
outdoors, rather than think about these serious
questions of religious freedom. In particular, we
certainly do not want to be critical of our great
country. However, we are facing very serious issues here in our country, and we cannot ignore
them. We must be firm in our faith conviction
and be determined to live our faith courageously,
unflinchingly and unapologetically. We have too
much at stake to do anything less. Let us continue to take rightful pride in our great country,
founded on the most important of all principles,
the principle of religious freedom, because we
are, and I pray we always will be, “one nation,
under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice
for all.”
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“libres” para hacer lo que quieran, o vivir como quieran
vivir, que nos hemos vuelto personas dispuestas a dar la
espalda a las formas en que Dios nos ha llamado a vivir?
¿Estamos dispuestos a limitar e incluso a dejar de lado, la
más básica y preciada de nuestras libertades, a saber, la
libertad religiosa? ¿Nos hemos vuelto demasiado
complacientes? Los norteamericanos siempre han estado
dispuestos a sacrificar, incluso hasta el punto de dar nuestras
vidas, en nombre de la protección de nuestras preciosas
libertades. ¿Qué pasa con nuestra libertad religiosa? Como
cristianos / católicos primero, ¿estamos dispuestos, listos
para defender nuestra fe? ¿Estamos dispuestos a ser
perseguidos por nuestra fe? Y, como los mártires de nuestra
gran tradición católica, como Santo Tomás Moro y San Juan
Fisher, tuvieron que preguntarse a sí mismos en las
generaciones en que vivieron y se enfrentaron a sus propios
graves desafíos a la fe, ¿estamos dispuestos a sufrir y morir
por nuestra fe?
En su reciente exhortación apostólica titulada “La
alegría del Evangelio,” nuestro Santo Padre, el Papa
Francisco, audazmente proclama: “Nadie puede exigir que
la religión debe ser relegada al interior del santuario de la
vida personal, sin influencia en la vida social y nacional, sin
preocuparse por la solidez de las instituciones civiles, sin
derecho de ofrecer una opinión sobre los acontecimientos
que afectan a la sociedad”.
Como hacemos caso a los consejos de nuestro Santo
Padre, consideremos las siguientes sugerencias particulares.
El curso de acción más importante es orar; estar en
constante conversación con Dios, pidiendo al Espíritu Santo
de Dios, guía, coraje, una fe entusiasta y una fe
“vertiginosa”. En segundo lugar, debemos mantenernos bien
informados. Para ello, tenemos que ir más allá de los
titulares a menudo parciales de las noticias de las 6:00, y
realmente explorar los asuntos. Por último, tenemos que
defender nuestra fe; debemos estar dispuestos a proteger y
defender nuestras convicciones. ¡Oren, aprendan,
manténganse firmes y defiendan!
Mis queridas hermanas y hermanos, en estos “días
perezosos, nebulosos, locos, de verano”, mientras disfrutan
de estos días de descanso agradables de verano, me doy
cuenta de que queremos relajarnos y ponernos al día con
nuestra lectura y disfrutar el ritmo más lento al aire libre, en
lugar de pensar en estas graves cuestiones de libertad
religiosa. En particular, desde luego no queremos ser críticos
de nuestro gran país. Sin embargo, nos enfrentamos a
problemas muy serios aquí en nuestro país, y no podemos
ignorarlos. Debemos ser firmes en nuestra convicción de fe
y estar decididos a vivir nuestra fe con valentía, sin
pestañear y sin pedir disculpas. Tenemos demasiado en
juego como para hacer menos. Sigamos teniendo merecido
orgullo en nuestro gran país, fundado en el más importante
de todos los principios, el principio en la libertad religiosa,
ya que somos, y yo oro para que siempre seamos, “una
nación, bajo Dios, indivisible, con libertad y justicia para
todos.”

Theology on Tap announces line-up
Theology on Tap, the popular speaker series aimed at young adults is back for
the summer. The series kicked off July 11th with a dynamic presentation by
Jenson Joseph a St. Monica parishioner who is involved with Shalom Media
Group. The group meets Fridays at TGIFridays in Kalamazoo at 7 p.m.
Following is the remaining schedule:
July 18th: Dr. Robin Pierucci,
St. Monica parishioner and
neonatologist will speak about
her faith journey and how to share
a prolife message throughout all
aspects of your life.
July 25th: Andrew Raczkowski,
diocesan seminarian will speak
about incorporating the Gospel
Truths in your life through an
examination of Pope Francis’
Evangelii Gaudium.

August 1st: Open Questions.
Jamin Herold (L) and
Timothy McNamara (R),
diocesan Associate Directors,
will field questions of the
faith from the attendees
and provide answers from
a faith perspective.
August 8: Closing Mass with
Msgr. Thomas Martin,
St. Augustine Cathedral,
7 p.m.

For more
information
contact:
Timothy
McNamara,
269-903-0139.
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Pair fun and faith with your summer travels
SPOTLIGHT CITIES: Cincinnati and Chicago
By Kimberly Bolton
If a pilgrimage to Vatican City isn’t
in your plans this summer, marvel at the
incredible splendor and history of the
Church much closer to home.

the Ohio River.
Fun Fact: The parish was named for St.
Rose of Lima, the first saint from the
Americas.
More Information: 513-871-1162

CINCINNATI

cases, and has been credited with interceding in countless prayers over the
centuries. There is a first-class relic of
St. Jude’s arm on display in the church.
More Information: 312-226-0020 or
www.shrineofsaintjude.com

NATIONAL SHRINE OF ST. ANTHONY
5000 Colerain Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio
BASILICA OF QUEEN OF
45223
ALL SAINTS
Known as “Mt. Airy,” the National Shrine
6280 North Sauganash Avenue,
of St. Anthony was established in the
Chicago, Ill. 60646
late 1880s, when
The church, which is
Joseph and Elizabeth
featured in a
Nurre donated their
number of books on
ST. PETER IN CHAINS CATHEDRAL
country estate to the
church architecture,
8th and Plum Streets,
Franciscan friars. It sits
was completed in
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
on a hill above Cincin1960. The large winThe Archdiocese of Cincinnati’s
nati. It is a serene,
dow over its choir loft
cathedral is located in the heart of
peaceful place, with
features eight different
downtown, next to City Hall. Built in
outdoor shrines to St.
shrines of the Virgin
1841, St. Peter in Chains’ Greek Revival
Anthony, St. Francis,
Mary,
architecture is unique for an American
and Our Lady of
representing diverse
church. It was constructed with about
Guadalupe,
countries and
600 tons of marble, and its Venetian
Why You Should
cultures.
glass mosaic is the largest of its kind
Visit: The St Anthony
Why You Should
in the U.S.
Shrine is open for daily
Visit: The church is
Why You Should Visit: Rising nearly
prayer, mediation and
one of the latest and
225 feet above the street, the cathequiet reflection, Sunday
most beautiful cathedral’s spire was the tallest man-made
Catholic Mass, Tuesdral-size Gothic
structure in the city for many decades.
day afternoon Novena
Restoration churches
It’s constructed of pure white limestone.
to St Anthony, and
in America.
Fun Fact: St. John Paul II visited the
Tuesday Novena
Fun Fact: Pope John
Basilica of Queen of All Saints XXIII elevated the
cathedral in 1977, the year before he
Mass.
became Pope.
Fun Fact: At the back
church to a basilica in
More Information:
of the chapel, there is a first-class relic
1962. It is one of three minor basilicas
513-421-5354 325 or
of St. Anthony, visible at the base of the
in Chicago.
www.stpeterinchainscathedral.org
St. Anthony statue. First-class relics are
More Information: 773-736-6060 or
parts of the body or bones of a saint.
www.qasbasilica.org
HOLY CROSS-IMMACULATA
More Information: 513-541-2146 or
CATHOLIC CHURCH
www.stanthony.org
ST. HYACINTH BASILICA
30 Guido Street, Cincinnati,
3636 West Wolfram Street, Chicago,
Ohio 45202
CHICAGO
Ill. 60618
The cornerstone for the Church of
Located on the western shore of Lake
Located in the heart of Chicago’s Polish
the Immaculata was set in Cincinnati’s
Michigan, about 150 miles from Kalacommunity, known as “Jackowo,” St.
Mt. Adams neighborhood in 1859. The
mazoo, Chicago is a tourist’s delight,
Hyacinth was built in the 1920s and
sanctuary features seven oil paintings,
especially in the summer. From the mudesignated a minor basilica by Pope
originally commissioned in 1862, depictseums to shopping to street festivals,
John Paul II in 2003. The red brick,
ing events in Mary’s life. The round,
there is no shortage of things to do. The
Classical Revival building features an
stained-glass rose window set in Holy
city, well known for its architecture, also
ornate Baroque interior and three-towCross-Immaculata’s wall was salvaged
boasts some of America’s most beautiered façade.
from St. Bonaventure Church, where it
ful holy places.
Why You Should Visit: The church’s
stood over the altar.
dome covers 3000 sq. ft., has a large
Why You Should Visit: The annual
DOMINICAN SHRINE OF ST. JUDE
stained glass window that lights the inGood Friday pilgrimage known as
THADDEUS
terior, and a mural depicting 150 figures.
“Praying the Steps” has been a local
1909 South Ashland Avenue,
Fun Fact: The St. Hyacinth parish
tradition for more than 150 years.
Chicago, Ill., 60608
began with 40 Polish families in 1894.
Fun Fact: It is believed Archbishop
The shrine, which opened in 1929, is loMore Information: 773-342-3636 or
John Baptist Purcell donated $10,000 of
cated in the Church of St. Pius V, on the
www.sthyacinthbasilica.org
his own money to help build the church.
city’s near southwest side. It is staffed
More Information: 513-721-6544 or
by the Dominican Fathers and Brothers
THE SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF
www.hciparish.org
of the Province of
POMPEII
St. Albert the
1224 West Lexington Street, Chicago,
ST. ROSE (OF LIMA)
Great.
Ill., 60607
CHURCH
Why You
Chicago’s Little Italy is home to this Ro2501 Eastern Avenue,
Should Visit:
manesque Revival style church, deCincinnati, Ohio 45202
The shrine has
signed by the famous church architects
Also known as St. Rosa, this
become a spiriWorthman and Steinbach. It was built in
church is located in the East
tual center of the
1923 to accommodate the city’s growing
End neighborhood, near the
entire region.
Italian community. It is a popular venue
banks of the Ohio River. It
There will be a
for weddings, concerts and events.
was originally built in 1867,
Solemn Novena
Why You Should Visit: It’s a holy place
and then almost entirely reto St. Jude Thadof pilgrimage dedicated to Mary, the
built in 1984 after a devastatdeus from July
Queen of the Holy Rosary.
ing fire. The church has
21-29. The
Fun Fact: The Shrine of Our Lady of
endured many floods over
Novena will conPompeii, a gift from the Italian commuthe years, signified by the
clude with the
nity to the Archdiocese of Chicago, is
high water mark painted on
Blessing of St.
the oldest continuously operating Italthe rear wall.
Jude Oil.
ian-American church in the city.
Why You Should Visit: The
Fun Fact: St.
More Information: 312-421-3757 or
steeple, which stands over
Jude is the pawww.ourladyofpompeii.org
190 feet high, is a landmark on
St. Rose (of Lima) Church tron of hopeless
Head south about 300 miles,
along the shores of the Ohio River, to
Cincinnati. One of Ohio’s largest cities,
Cincinnati is home to cultural
institutions, family destinations,
and faith-based points of interest.
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The Other Six Days
Storms

By Jane Knuth

“We need to move from desires that come in prayer to
putting them in action.” —St. Vincent de Paul
Have you ever experienced a year where there seems to be one storm
after another? The people who come to the St. Vincent de Paul Society
seem to be caught in a tempest that refuses to let them go. The cycle of
poverty catches them at different points, but once they are in, it is difficult
to escape.
The cycle starts at any of five weak points: job loss, lack of financial
resources, lack of nutritious food, poor health, and failure in the education
system. Lack of transportation often spoils fragile stability, too. If any of
these crises occur, often another one will follow. For example: suppose
the main provider in the family loses a job. Then the money quickly becomes scarce, which means that the food they eat is often less nutritious,
and their health can decline. In the case of children, this poor health
means missed school and they don’t do well in their classes. If they manage to graduate they may not have the skills needed for further education
or to acquire good employment. Then the cycle begins again. If intervention is not made, generational poverty can take hold in a family.
None of us wants to see this cycle happen. St. Vincent urges us to
move from praying about the problems of poverty to taking action, which
is what calls many of us Vincentians to this vocation.
A woman in the thrift shop last month said to me, “I think God shows
us the storms coming so that we can get out of the way.”
Or, maybe, for some of us, He shows us the storms so we can face
into them?

Diocesan Fiesta set for August 3
The Office of Hispanic Ministry of the Diocese of Kalamazoo and the
Diocesan Hispanic Ministry Committee will host the annual festival,
“Diocesan Fiesta,” on Sunday, August 3, 2014. Mass will begin at
Noon and will be celebrated by Bishop Paul Bradley at Immaculate
Conception Parish, 63559 60th Avenue, Hartford. Food and entertainment provided by “Latino Sound J & B,” piñatas, games and prizes for
children and youth, is scheduled until 5 p.m. Several agencies will be
present to offer valuable information in Spanish and English.

All are invited. Contact: (269) 903-0197.

Stop in to shop our great gift selection.
First Missals • White gloves & ties • Gift Bibles • Medals • Rosaries

Confessions heard every Friday: noon – 1:00

New class of Hispanic lay leaders to celebrate
graduation ceremony on August 2
The first class of students from the three-year Hispanic Leadership
Formation program, recently renamed the St. Augustine Institute, will
graduate on Saturday, August 2nd, with a Mass with Bishop Bradley at
St. Catherine of Siena Parish, Portage.
Seventy-five students completed three years of intense study committing
one Saturday a month as well as additional hours studying. In addition to
Bishop Bradley special guests at the celebration will include representatives
from the Catholic Extension Society, the organization that helped underwrite
the program, as well as pastors, teachers and special speakers.
A second group of students is expected to begin the three-year program
this fall.

Cooperatores Veritatis
340 East Michigan Avenue in downtown Kalamazoo
Mon-Fri: 9 am – 6 pm • Sat: 10 am – 4 pm • Phone: 269-553-0482

www.newmansbookshoppe.com
Free parking in front of the store on both side of Michigan Ave.
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Couples who pray together,
stay together

Must-have
conversations
before tying
the knot
By Maureen Boyle
Catholic News Service
WASHINGTON (CNS) —
Discussion about the wedding
cake, reception site and invitations
are just a few of the many details
engaged couples pore over as they
plan their trip down the aisle.
While these things help make
their special day lovely and memorable, Catholic couples preparing
for married life are strongly urged
by the church to use the time of
their engagement wisely, and to
discuss matters — both spiritual
and practical — that will set them
on the right course for a sacramental marriage.
These conversations — even if
they bring up some minor differences of opinion — can help prevent major disagreements in the
years to come, according to
Catholic family life experts and
newlyweds.
Some of the essential “musthave” conversation topics should
include:
• Faith and spirituality
• Finances
• Children and child-rearing
• Natural family planning
• Intimacy
• Commitment
• Careers
Father Rick Kramer, director
of Family Life and Pastoral Resource Development for the Archdiocese of Washington, said in
today’s culture young adult

Catholics need to begin their premarital discussions by gaining a
deeper understanding of the true
meaning of marriage.
“Marriage reflects the love of
Christ for the church. It is also a
sacrament of service, a sacrament
for others,” he said. “Couples need
to have rich and deep conversations
that start with: ‘Are we prepared to
live our lives in generous service to
God, each other, our families, our
neighbors and our parish until our
deaths?’”
He said the church’s rich
teachings on marriage and the family are the best starting point for all
Catholic marriage preparation discussions. From there, he said the
spiritual and practical conversations are able to flow.
“The spiritual includes the
practical. They are knitted together,” he said.
Sarah Castellanos, 26, and her
husband, Nathan, 33, parishioners
of St. Patrick Parish in Washington,
said the 2013 marriage preparation
classes in the Archdiocese of
Washington helped them focus on
the spiritual aspects of marriage
and the practical challenges of married life.
“It’s was helpful and humbling
to be reminded that just because
you are faithful Catholics, you
can’t assume that you are on the
same page on everything,” Castellanos said. “You still have to talk.”
During their courtship, she
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By Jim & Susan Vogt, MA, CFLE

Down to earth questions and answers about praying as a
couple from the USCCB website: www.foryourmarriage.org
Q. Why bother?
A. For couples who worship together each Sunday only about 20% divorce. For couples who also regularly pray together at home marital stability is even greater.

said, she and her future husband
often discussed spirituality and
faith. When they became engaged,
the discussions evolved into the
meaning of marriage and its
covenant.
“You incorporate (spirituality)
into the practical sides of marriage,” Castellanos said. “You can’t
be this coldhearted practical person, there has to be a reason for
doing things for your spouse. Both
sides have to come together and
not be lopsided.”
Other spiritual conversation
topics for engaged couples that Father Kramer suggests include: how
the future spouses view divorce;
ask themselves if they will pray together; whether they will attend
Mass as a couple daily or weekly,
as well as the importance of confession. “This is for a lifetime and
couples need to understand they’ve
been preparing for marriage from
they day they were born,” he said.
Forgiveness, too, is another
vital spiritual aspect of marriage,
said the priest. “Even though there
will be challenges and difficulties,
there is no straw that breaks the
camel’s back even when it seems
impossible to forgive,” he said.
Natural family planning, said
the priest, is another spiritual and
practical must-have topic of discussion for Catholic couples. “Couples
need to have this conversation and
be open to the gift of participating
with God in receiving children as a
gift,” he said.
The U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ marriage website
www.foryourmarriage.org (see
left)— a resource for married or
engaged Catholic couples — recommends that couples discuss sensitive topics in their wedding
preparations.
“This is the time to face difficult conversations and make sure
you are on the same page. You
don’t have to agree on everything
— just the important things. Use
your time of courtship and engagement to explore the serious and
controversial issues that are ahead
of you. A marriage preparation program will help you to address these
issues more thoroughly,” the website advises.

Q. Where do we start?
A. There is no wrong way to pray and the desire to try is prayer in itself.
First, some preliminary decisions:
• Decide a time. Presumably both of you are very busy. Isn’t everyone
these days? So finding an agreeable, semi-reliable time is essential. After
experimenting with several times of day my husband and I agreed on
first thing in the morning (about 15 minutes before the first child is expected to awake). Since Jim is a morning person and I’m not, his job is to
wake me and say it’s time.
• Decide a place. Anywhere will do, but it’s nice to have a bible or
whatever reading you plan to use handy. If clutter is endemic to your
home at least find a place where you can cover it or turn your back on it.
Personally, I like to have a window that I can look out of and see the sky.
If it’s dark, lighting a candle can be inspiring.
• Decide how often. Ideally, daily is the way to go since there is a
rhythm and regularity to it. In our own marriage, however, we have made
peace with a less than ideal but workable goal. We commit to weekdays
since that’s more predictable than the weekends. We figure Mass takes
care of Sunday. We also make exceptions for illness, being out of town,
pregnancy (when almost any time felt nauseous), or unexpected interruptions like crying babies. It’s not perfect, but we feel we’re doing OK if
we meet our bottom line of doing it more often than not. God wants our
attention not our guilt.
Q. So what do we do once we’re sitting together?
A. There are many ways to pray depending on your style and preferences
from memorized prayers to using guided meditation. Here’s one model in
five easy steps:
1. One spouse finds the scripture reading of the day
2. One opens the prayer with a phrase like “Lord, we come before
you at the start of our day.”
3. Read the scripture out loud.
4. Sit in silence for awhile. At the appointed ending time, each
spouse makes a petition flowing from the silent prayer.
Q. What if my spouse just isn’t into couple prayer? (S)he is a good person and we pray individually but we just aren’t going to be able to do it
together.
A. Don’t beat yourself up over this. Sure couple prayer is good and can
bring you closer together, but God’s love is bigger than any prayer form.
Pray for each other in your own way.

Marriage and Domestic Church Resources:
Diocesan Resources:
Socorro Truchan, Associate Director — Domestic Church: 269-903-0199;
struchan@dioceseofkalamazoo.org
Msgr. Thomas Martin — Judicial Vicar,Tribunal Office: 269-903-0179
Timothy McNamara — Strong Catholic Families/Strong Catholic Youth Program:
269-903-0139; tmcnamara@dioceseofkalamazoo.org
National:
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB): For Your Marriage
website: www.foryourmarriage.org (see left) www.portumatrimonio.org/
World Meeting of Families 2015: www.worldmeeting2015.org
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Sharing faith is key part of married life
By Lynnea Mumola
Catholic News Service
WASHINGTON (CNS) —
When couples get married they
find they suddenly share almost
everything but at the top of that list
should be faith, say marriage advisers.
Expressing faith together as a
married couple improves trust,
communication and each spouse’s
relationship with God, said Lauri
Przybysz, coordinator of marriage
and family life for the Archdiocese
of Baltimore.
“It is never too soon to practice” a deeper spirituality in one’s
marriage, she added. “At any time
in a person’s married life, you can
take your relationship to a new
level.”
She urges couples to learn
about one another’s prayer devotions and to be open to differences
in spirituality.
The challenge comes from the
various ways individuals practice
spirituality, she noted. While one
spouse may have grown up praying the rosary for instance, another
may not have a strong tradition
with that prayer.
Przybysz said when her husband asked her to pray the rosary
before a long road trip it took her a
while to get used to that request.
Now, if he forgets to start the
prayer, she will often ask, “Aren’t
we going to pray the rosary?”
Since prayer “is such an inti-

mate thing,” Przybysz said, couples may be shy or need some
guidance to practice praying together. She suggested going on a
retreat together or attending a talk
at a parish or campus ministry.
“The couple could practice looking
into each other’s eyes and saying
out loud something they would
normally say to God,” she said.
In an online article on the U.S.
bishops’ website, foryourmarriage.org, Przybysz stressed that
many couples — even when they
are brought up in the same faith —
still have different approaches to
spirituality. She also noted that
these practices equip them to overcome challenges and include God
during tough times.
In the book, “How to Pray
with Your Spouse: Four Simple
Steps,” author Chris Stravitsch
compares a couple’s spirituality to
the celebration of Mass and says
couples should follow the four
steps of the liturgy with one another.
He suggests that they set aside
time to focus on each other and
God while seeking forgiveness for
hurting one another during the past
week. They should learn about
God together by reading Scripture
or talking about pressing issues.
“Step three is to share your
love,” Stravitsch advises. “After
discovering God together, you
deepen your prayer and intimacy
by sharing your love with each

other,” he wrote, reminding couples to do so with a thankful heart.
He noted a simple kiss, resting in
one another’s arms or caring for a
sick spouse are some ways of sharing love.
Finally spouses should serve
one another in the mundane tasks
of daily life. Couples ought to remember that intimacy continues in
cooking, cleaning, household
chores, listening and working.
“The fruit that will come from
your prayer routine will bless your
marriage, deepen your love for
God and each other, and allow you
to reflect the love relationship between Christ and his beloved
spouse, the church,” Stravitsch
wrote.
Joann Heaney-Hunter an associate professor of theology at St.
John’s University in New York
agreed. “In marriage, the couple’s
life, love and witness can make
Christ visible to others,” she wrote
in the essay, “Marital Spirituality”
on the bishops’ marriage website.
She wrote that married couples have the opportunity to
demonstrate total commitment to
another person. “Couples create
sacramental communities when
they build a life of sharing with
each other, with their families,
with local communities, with the
church.”
A strong prayer life can nourish a couple’s commitment to one
another. The marriage website also
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Tim McNamara, Associate Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry, for the
diocese and his then-fiancée, Amy Millard, invited all their friends and family
to pray a novena in the nine days leading up to their May 17, 2014 wedding
for the intention of a blessed and joy-filled marriage. The novena, which was
designed by their pastor Fr. Chris Ankley, St. Martin of Tours, Vicksburg,
featured some of the couple’s favorite saints.

offers many suggestions for improving the married relationship
by taking turns choosing favorite
Scripture passages to reflect upon
each week, choosing a service
project to do together or reading at
least one book about healthy relationships.
Several book reviews about
marriage and faith are also available on the website including:
• “Six Sacred Rules for Families” by Tim and Sue Muldoon,
which suggests that “spirituality
can be found ‘right in the messy
midst’ of home life.”
• “Good News for Married
Lovers: A Spiritual Path for Mar-

riage Renewal” by Jesuit Father
Chuck Gallagher and Mary Angelee Seitz focuses on the gift each
spouse can be for one another.
• “Spicing Up Married Life: Satisfying Couples’ Hunger for True
Love” by Father Leo Patalinghug
includes recipes, discussion
starters and prayers for married
couples.
For Przybysz, the most important aspect for couples sharing
their faith is to find a way to appreciate the other’s spirituality. It
often takes courage, humility and
kindness to invite one’s spouse to a
deeper relationship with God, she
said.

NFP Awareness Week Begins July 21nd, 2013
“Pro-Woman, Pro-Man, ProChild” is the theme of this year’s
Natural Family Planning Awareness Week, a national educational
campaign of the United States Con-

ference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) to celebrate God’s vision
for marriage and promote the methods of Natural Family Planning.
Natural Family Planning
(NFP) is an umbrella term for the
safe, natural and effective methods
of both achieving and avoiding
pregnancy. NFP methods teach
couples how to observe and interpret the woman’s signs of fertility
and infertility. In the words of the
Catechism of the Catholic Church,
NFP methods “respect the bodies
of the spouses, encourage tenderness between them and favor the
education of an authentic freedom.” (CCC, no. 2370)
The dates of Natural Family
Planning Awareness Week are: July

21nd – 27th, 2013. These dates
highlight the anniversary of the
papal encyclical Humanae Vitae
(July 25) which articulates Catholic
beliefs about human sexuality, marriage, conjugal love and responsible parenthood. The dates also
mark the feast of Saints Joachim
and Anne (July 26), the parents of
the Blessed Mother.
Want to learn more about the
methods of NFP offered in our diocese? See, [insert the diocesan web
address here] or visit the NFP section of the USCCB website at,
http://www.usccb.org/issues-andaction/marriage-and-family/natural-family-planning/what-is-nfp/in
dex.cfm.
A schedule of local NFP

My Slogan: “Practice Saved Sex!”
By Fletcher Doyle
I am a journalist and a convert.
That sounds like an oxymoron.
Two years after joining the Catholic Church, my
wife and I began practicing Natural Family Planning
(NFP). I found that the chastity required to get through
the periods of abstinence caused profound changes in
me. I stopped daydreaming of swimsuit models,
wealth and fame. I became grateful for all God had
given me, most of all for my wife. My appreciation
for her and all that she gives me grew, improving an

already good 20-year marriage.
I was curious to find out if other people had been
so affected. This is where the journalist and the convert converged. I interview NFP couples and read
thousands of words on conjugal union and the effects
of contraception on the relationship between men and
women. So for five years I thought about nothing but
sex, except during the hockey playoffs. This was a
challenge to chastity, but the result was a book, Natural Family Planning Blessed Our Marriage: 19 True
Story continued on page 8

classes can be viewed at: [insert the
web address of the diocesan NFP
classes ]; or call [insert the phone
number of the diocesan NFP office]. Don’t have time to attend an
in-person class? Learn NFP in the
comfort of your home by contacting one of the NFP providers listed
at: http://www.usccb.org/issuesand-action/marriage-andfamily/natural-family-planning/nfp

-home-study.cfm.
The Catholic Church invites
all the faithful to embrace God’s
plan for married love. Learn more
about these beautiful teachings
which support the use of NFP in
marriage at:
http://www.usccb.org/issues-andaction/marriage-and-family/natural-family-planning/catholic-teach
ing.
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Slavery in my backyard?
Catholic Charities fights human trafficking
By Kerry Williams
Catholic Charities Diocese of
Kalamazoo
According to U.S. federal law,
human trafficking is defined as
anyone of any age being forced or
deceived into providing commercial sex acts or labor of any kind.
No borders have to be crossed, no
smuggling has to happen, and it
doesn’t only happen in third-world
countries. It happens everywhere...and it happens right here in
the Diocese of Kalamazoo.
Did you know that there are
more slaves today than at any
other time in history? According to
the Kalamazoo Anti-Human Trafficking Coalition, trafficking is the
second-largest criminal industry in
the world, after drugs. The demand
for under-age sex providers is high
and, unfortunately, so is the supply. Catholic Charities Diocese of
Kalamazoo (CCDOK) has provided services for decades to
young adults and teens who are
caught in this horrible and tragic
trap. Young adults like Ray.
Ray* was 17 when it all
began. By the time he came to
CCDOK, he was 19, in his first semester of college, and not prepared
to let anyone in on his secret. One
day he was riding home with a
worker from another agency when,
blocks before reaching his house,
he asked to be dropped off. The

worker didn’t want him to walk
home in the cold and said she’d
take him the whole way
home. What Ray said next made
her call the police and turn the car
around to take him, with only the
clothes on his back, to a local safe
house.
Ray told her he was a victim
of severe domestic violence perpetrated by his own brother. Not only
had Ray been trafficked; he had
been used as a human guinea pig,
forced to take new drugs. Ray was
in crisis and essentially homeless. He was eligible for Ark services, an outreach of Catholic
Charities. The worker contacted
CCDOK’s Outreach Supervisor
who quickly provided him with
winter clothes, boots, hygiene
items, and rides to work and
class. She also helped him apply
for a Bridge card, connected him
with Loaves & Fishes, a local food
pantry, and secured safe temporary
housing for him through The Ark’s
Supported Community Living Program.
Ray is now living in safe and
secure permanent housing. Ray is
in college, taking pre-med courses
and planning to become an ophthalmologist. He’s also working
two jobs — the same two jobs he
has had since 2012. He is no
longer a victim — and now uses
his experience to raise awareness

The cover of the book "Trafficked"
by Sophie Hayes is seen during a
May 8, 2014 conference at the Vatican on combating human trafficking.
The meeting brought together ambassadors, bishops and representatives from religious orders, Caritas
organizations and law enforcement
agencies involved in fighting human
trafficking. (CNS photo/Marcin Mazur,
Bishops' Conference of England and Wales)

of human trafficking in his own
community. Ray is deeply relieved
that his nightmare is over, but he
harbors no ill will toward those
who hurt him. “I forgive him,”
says this remarkably resilient and
truly selfless young man.
This story illustrates the reality of
human trafficking right here in
southwest Michigan. CCDOK is
reaching out to help victims escape
and heal. If you — or someone
you know — is being trafficked,
please call us to seek help (269381-9800) and please don’t lose
hope.
* Name has been changed to
protect client privacy.

St. Monica student research will go into orbit this fall
By Kathy Doud
Four 8th grade students from St. Monica Catholic
School got official word last month that an experiment they designed will be activated by astronauts on
the SSEP Mission Six to the International Space Station this fall.
“I’m not sure I’ve fully wrapped my head around
this, yet,” said Natalie Moyer, one of the four team
members who designed the winning experiment. “But
having our work sent up into space is a huge honor.
Our team didn’t see any of this coming, but this whole
experience has been great and we feel this is a wonderful accomplishment.”
The other team members are 8th graders Delaney
Hewitt, Mackenzie Ortlieb and Grace Brennan. The
title of their experiment is “Microgravity’s Effects on
Dry Lake Fairy Shrimp.” The team is hoping the experiment results will show what happens to shrimp
that are hatched and developed in microgravity. Their
hypothesis is that the tiny sea creatures will develop
with less muscle mass, and possible birth defects,
once transferred to the microgravity of low orbit.
The St. Monica team was part of 406 middle school
students in four schools throughout the Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo to participate in a STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math) curriculum offered by the Student Spaceflight Experiments Program (SSEP), headquartered in Ellicott City, Md. The
program immersed the students for nine weeks in developing scientific proposals for experiments that
could be used on the SSEP Mission Six flight. At the
end of nine weeks, 74 proposals were submitted and
judged by a local panel of scientists, researchers, en-
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Past participants of the Trauma Recovery
Program express gratitude—encourage
other trauma survivors to attend
By Sharon Froom
The Trauma Recovery Program has been offered by the Diocese of
Kalamazoo since fall, 2002. It is for any Catholic adult who is a survivor
of childhood trauma. The program is a research-based model designed for
treating adults who were abused or neglected as children. Unlike some
programs for trauma survivors, the Trauma Recovery Program does not
require rehashing the hurtful past. Instead, participants learn skills to regulate their feelings so that they can live more healthy and satisfying lives.
More than 400 people have participated in the Diocese of Kalamazoo
Trauma Recovery Program. The response from the participants has been
overwhelmingly positive. The following comments, taken from recent
participants’ evaluations, are typical of the comments we receive at the
end of each group.
“I have been in therapy on and off for almost twenty years. This program helped me a lot! Learning these skills has already benefited me very
much.”
“This program is probably one of the most important steps I have
taken in healing myself. For the first time that I can remember, I do not
feel as though I’m less than others. I walk a little straighter and I want to
learn to love myself.”
“I feel I am better with looking at and dealing with situations that
come up. I don’t feel so alone in my thinking/feeling and know that I always have a choice on how I deal. If my thinking is out of balance I can
rewrite the script I play in my head. Staying grounded in the here-andnow helps.”
“The program is so helpful and I hope it can continue. It is something
that people need and having it available is wonderful. I am thankful the
church has stepped up to offer it. Thank you. Thank you.”
“I am grateful to the Diocese of Kalamazoo for the support of this
program. I have been going to therapy for years and feel the model presented helped me in ways that individual therapy hasn’t reached. Having
the strategies and information in a notebook will be a resource I can go to
when I get stuck. There is much hope in this program.”
If you are aware that events in your childhood interfere with your
ability to live heathfully and happily as an adult, help and healing are possible. The Diocese of Kalamazoo offers the Trauma Recovery Program at
no cost to participants. Survivors meet for ten sessions in small groups
facilitated by mental health professionals and a priest.
Reservations are currently being taken for groups beginning in October,
2014 and February, 2015. Groups are available in daytime and evening, and
are available in both English and Spanish. For English-speaking groups, contact Sharon Froom (269-381-8917, ext. 222.
For Spanish-speaking groups, contact Lissette Mira-Amaya (269-979-7084.)

Continued Story pg. 7 — My Slogan: “Practice Saved Sex!”

The team of 8th graders from St. Monica Catholic School
whose experiment will travel into space this fall is comprised of (from left) Grace Brennan, Mackenzie Ortlieb,
Delaney Hewitt and Natalie Moyer.

gineers and science educators. Three finalists were
chosen, using a rubric system, and the other projects
chosen and sent on for national adjudication were:
“The Effects of Imiquimod Cream on Melanoma Mutations” — from St. Augustine Cathedral School;
“The Effect of Microgravity on the Regeneration of
the Planarian Worm” — from St. Stanislaus Catholic
School in Dorr. Students at St. Joseph Middle School
in Battle Creek also participated in this nine-week science curriculum.
The Diocesan schools are part of 19 “learning
communities” nationwide participating in this particular Mission Six program.

Stories (Servant Books).
Here is what I learned. When women took control of fertility with
the pill and the IUD in the mid-1960s to the mid-1970s, men said
“cool.” Men’s behavior changed, as they no longer felt responsible for
their sexual partners. (This can be seen in the disappearance of shotgun
marriages.)
There was an accompanying drop in commitment between men and
women. Trust between the sexes fell because men no longer acted in expected patterns. When you add in the increase in women’s wages and the
decrease in men’s wages, you created couples who are neither financially nor sexually interdependent. This is why, social scientists say, the
divorce rate doubled in that time frame.
NFP can repair the damage. Men acknowledge responsibility to
their wives. Commitment increases because the couples know when
pregnancy is likely before they make love. Their trust increases: she
trusts he will fulfill his obligations when he assents to sex; he trusts she
is making accurate observations of her fertility and is keeping him informed.
He develops a sense of awe in the way God made her, and she develops a sense of gratitude that he is willing to sacrifice his own pleasure for her sake. And both grow in their love and trust in God when they
see the plan for sex and marriage that He built into their bodies. I have
seen and experienced how using Natural Family Planning can make a
difference in marriage. That should come as no surprise because it’s
God’s way to practice responsible parenthood – it’s His design for life
and love!
Fletcher Doyle is the author of Natural Family Planning Blessed Our Marriage,
(Servant Books). He and his wife live in the Diocese of Buffalo.
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Teaching the
Truth in love

“enemy,” not that
these perceptions are
unique to the gay
community. Most
By Christopher Stefanick
people seem to think
In the words of Archthis “illegal,” dethat there’s no such
bishop Fulton Sheen,
spite the fact that
thing as objective
“There are not 100 peo- gay marriage is not
moral truth and that
ple in the United States who hate the
even legal in Coldisagreeing on a
Catholic Church, but there are millions who
orado, and ordered
moral issue is an arhate what they wrongly perceive the
him to submit quarbitrary attempt to asCatholic Church to be.” While some people
terly reports showsert control over
wage a war on the truth, I think most people
ing that he’s
others. The central
who hate the Church today are waging a war changed, and to train
dogma of the sexual
against their misperceptions of what the
his employees to
revolution is that we
Church is. Perhaps this is truer now than
avoid discrimination
are primarily sexual
ever before. It’s especially true when it
(a.k.a. to support
beings and that recomes to the marriage debate.
gay marriage), or he
straint amounts to a
After Mozilla CEO, Brendan Eich, was
risks losing his busidenial of who we are.
forced to resign because he had donated
ness. A priest friend
Many have come to
money to support Prop 8 three years ago
of mine in Vermont
see marriage as no
(it’s worth noting that 52 percent of Califorwas recently asked
more than the exnians supported Prop 8), the dating website,
to perform a marpression of affection
Attitudes on same-sex marriage by religion
OKCupid, which spearheaded the attack on
riage ceremony for Despite the Catholic Church's strong opposition
between two people,
Eich, issued a statement that clarified their
a lesbian couple.
to same-sex marriage, public support for it has
making things like
motives: “Those who seek to deny love …
They threatened to grown over the past decade. More than half of
lifelong commitment
are our enemies, and we wish them nothing
sue after he refused. American Catholics say they favor allowing
optional and procrepeople of the same gender to legally marry.
but failure.”
There’s no longer
(CNS graphic) (June 26, 2013) See SCOTUS-MARRIAGE
ation an afterSince love is willing the good of anany doubt that “gay and MARRIAGE-REACTION June 26, 2013.
thought. Given those
other, desiring “nothing but failure” for anmarriage” is an efmisperceptions, it’s only natural to presume
other is hate, by definition. And so, Eich was fective tool to dig up and bludgeon into sub- that people like me are bigots, bent on detargeted because he was hated for his ideas.
mission all who disagree with the gay
priving my fellow human beings of happiThe same was true for Elaine Huguenin
lifestyle, or to force them out of society.
ness for no apparent reason. If all that were
from New Mexico, who was fined $7,000
Of course, the difference between these
true, I’d consider me an “enemy” too. Of
for refusing to photograph a gay wedding.
ever-mounting acts of hatred against those
course, none of it is true.
There are more examples of this with every
who support “traditional” marriage and true
Regardless, it’s becoming ever more
passing week. A baker in Lakewood, Colo.,
“hate crimes” is both clear and tragic: the
dangerous to stand in defense of a definition
Jack Phillips, has no problem serving gay
latter are generally motivated by mindless
of marriage that is rooted in natural law, dicustomers, but he refused to make a sameaggression. The former, by misperceptions.
vine law, and the good of children rather
sex “wedding” cake for a couple because it
If the perceptions of the gay-rights
than a definition that is based solely on the
violated his belief about marriage. The Colmovement about people like me were coraffection of two consenting adults.
orado Civil Rights Commission has labeled
rect, I couldn’t blame them for calling me
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So what do we do when we’re the target
of hate? There are two “safe” options, and I
see countless Catholics retreating to each of
them. One is the far “left”: to simply “come
down from that cross” and stop addressing
the issue. Stop offering cogent defenses for
our sexual ethics and teachings about marriage—and not because the world has
stopped asking questions, but rather because
we think it’s more loving to avoid conflict,
or we are afraid. The second option is the far
“right”: to see the Church as a fortress designed to keep the “sinners” out (as if we
aren’t all sinners!), and to become angry and
entrenched.
Actually, we’re called to a different
place: A middle ground where we might be
hated by both the far right and the far left
within our own Church as much as we’re
hated by the people at OKCupid. We’re
called to teach the truth in love, remaining
uncompromising and clear on moral issues
and in defense of marriage, while at the
same time offering a supportive community
to people with same-sex attraction.
It’s that middle ground of uncompromising truth and undying love that got our
Lord crucified. It’s that middle ground that
cost St. Thomas More his head when defending marriage before King Henry VIII almost 500 years ago. More didn’t stop
teaching the truth, nor did he flee his homeland or stop loving his King. That middle
ground, where the cross is planted and
where martyrs are made, is where we’re
called to dig our heels in today.
Visit speaker and author Christopher Stefanick at
www.RealLifeCatholic.com. Stefanick’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official
newspaper of the Denver Archdiocese.

Annual New Evangelization Catechectical Conference 2014

Being the New Evangelization
• Saturday, October 4, 2014 • 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
• Kalamazoo Expo Center, 2900 Lake St. Kalamazoo
• 9 a.m. Mass with Bishop Paul J. Bradley
Sponsored by: Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo • 215 N. Westnedge Ave. Kalamazoo, MI 49007
Secretariat for Catholic Education & New Evangelization
For more information or to register contact: Jamin Herold, Associate Director
call: 269-903-0141 email: jherold@dioceseofkalamazoo.org

Registration Fee: $45 (includes lunch)
Group Rate: $40 per person – a minimum of five
Registrations received together with one check.
Registration after September 15 will be $50 (lunch not guaranteed)
Registration form is found online at: www.dioceseofkalamazoo\faith

This conference can be used towards Catechist Certification

Keynote Speakers:
Meg Hunter-Kilmer – Being the New Evangelization
Meg Hunter Kilmer is a nationally known blogger, speaker and retreat leader for youth and adults. She is a self-described Catholic
who is “madly in love with the Lord, His Word, His Bride the Church,
and especially His Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity in the Eucharist.”
After earning both Bachelor’s & Masters degrees from Notre Dame
in theology and with five years teaching experience, Meg decided to
quit her job to become “a hobo for Christ.” She lives out of her car
while traveling the country for speaking engagements. You can visit
her blog at www.piercedhands.com

With Special Guests:
St. Paul Street Evangelization a grassroots, non-profit Catholic evangelization organization, dedicated to responding to the mandate of Jesus to preach the Gospel to all nations
by taking our Catholic Faith to the streets. We do this in a non-confrontational way,
allowing the Holy Spirit to move in the hearts of those who witness our public Catholic
presence.

NEW EVANGELIZATION CATECHETICAL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM
October 4, 2014 • 8:30 am – 4:00 pm • Kalamazoo Expo Center, 2900 Lake St., Kalamazoo, MI 49048
Registration Deadline: September 15, 2014 • Cost: $45 – lunch included
Group Rate: $40 per person – a minimum of five registrations received together with one check
Registration after September 15 will be $50; lunch not guaranteed.
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail: __________________________________________ Phone: ____________________________________________
Parish: ________________________________________________ Parish City: __________________________________
I am a:

___DRE ___Catechist ___Adult Faith Formation/RCIA ___Catholic School Teacher
___Priest ___Deacon ___Home school Teacher/Parent

Other_______________________________________

___ I need certification credit for the conference.
Mark if you are willing to volunteer at the conference as:
___ Registration help
___ Usher ___Liturgical Help

___ run book table for speaker

___ other

Please List any Food Allergies: __________________________________________________________
Return payment payable to: Diocese of Kalamazoo, Fall Catechetical Conference, 215 N Westnedge Ave., Kalamazoo, MI 49007
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Crisis Humanitaria en Estados Unidos
El presidente de Estados Unidos tuvo que
declarar la crisis humanitaria ante la incapacidad de poder ofrecer ayuda a miles de
niños y niñas que ha cruzado la frontera
solos sin la compañía de un adulto. Estos
niños han estado detenidos en lugares en
situaciones precarias sin cama, cobijas o
comida se les ha dado lo mínimo porque el
numero ha desbordado la capacidad de los lugares de detención.
La conferencia de los Obispos de Estados Unidos ya venía hablando de este
problema y envió una comisión de estudio a Centro América. ¿Por qué se vienen
estos niños? Por muchas razones: Algunos están desesperados sin ver a sus
padres por muchos años esperando una reforma migratotoria ; otros por la pobreza extrema y otros por la violencia. Estos niños que viajan solos estas expuestos a muchos peligros como tráfico humano, violaciones comercia sexual
drogas etc. Si usted tiene algún niño detenido en la frontera y necesita ayuda
puede a comunicarse al (269) 903-0209 para ponerlo en contacto con alguna
agencia que les ayude. Para más información visite a la página de los Obispo:
http://www.usccb.org/about/children-and-migration/upload/urm-brochurespanish.pdf and http://www.usccb.org/about/children-and-migration/

Calendario/Calendar
Julio/July
Julio — Temporada del Ministerio Migrante Diocesano (Julio a Octubre)
Centro Alemán ubicado en la Parroquia de la Inmaculada Concepción, Hartford, Se abrirá para
los meses de junio, julio y agosto. Horario: Lunes y martes de 6:30-8:30p.m. y domingos de
12:30-2:30p.m. (Aleman Center located at Immaculate Conception Church, Hartford, Will be
open for the months of June, July and August. Time: Monday and Tuesday from 6:30-8:30p.m.
and Sundays from 12:30-2:30p.m.)
11 (Viernes) — 9 a.m. – 12 p.m Reunión de Migrant Resource Council (agencias que ofrecen servicio a la Comunidad Migrante). (Migrant Resource Council Meeting, agencies that offer
services to the Migrant Community)
15 (Martes) — 7:30 p.m Misa en un Campo con el Señor Obispo Paul Bradley. Camp por
confirmar. (Mass at a Migrant Camp with Bishop Paul Bradley. Camp location to be announced.
26 (Sábado) — 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Retiro de Quinceañeras Deben asistir con sus padres y
padrinos (Quinceañera Retreat – must participate with their parents and main sponsors), St.
Joseph Parish, 936 Lake Street, Kalamazoo, MI.
26 (Sábado) — 10 a.m.-12m. Comité Diocesano de Pastoral Hispana, Centro Pastoral Diocesano (Hispanic Ministry Diocesan Pastoral Committee meeting, Diocesan Pastoral Center),
Kalamazoo.
31 (Jueves) — Fecha límite para aceptar candidatos para el nuevo grupo de formación de
líderes.

Agosto/August
Agosto — Temporada del Ministerio Migrante Diocesano (Agosto a Octubre)
Centro Alemán ubicado en la Parroquia de la Inmaculada Concepción, Hartford, Se abrirá para
los meses de junio, julio y agosto. Horario: Lunes y martes de 6:30-8:30p.m. y domingos de
12:30-2:30p.m. (Aleman Center located at Immaculate Conception Church, Hartford, Will be
open for the months of June, July and August. Time: Monday and Tuesday from 6:30-8:30p.m.
and Sundays from 12:30-2:30p.m.)
Agosto — Programa Recuperación de Trauma en español. Se están aceptando candidatos
para el segundo grupo de este programa. Para más información llamar al (269) 903-0209 o al
(269) 929-7084 y deje su número de teléfono y mensaje.
2 (Sábado) — 11 a.m. Graduación del Primer Grupo de Estudiantes del Instituto San
Agustín – Programa de Formación Pastoral y de Liderazgo. Este es un programa de tres
años de estudios. Lugar: St. Catherine of Siena, Portage, MI (Graduation of the students from
the Instituto San Agustin – Hispanic Pastoral Leadership Formation Program. This is a three
year leadership program.)
3 (Domingo) — 12 – 5 p.m. Fiesta Diocesana. Día de la familia. La Santa Misa la preside el
Obispo Paul Bradley. Lugar: Parroquia de la Inmaculada Concepción, 63559 60th Ave, Hartford,
MI. Con comida para todos y juegos. (Day of the Family. Mass will be presided by Bishop Paul
Bradley. Food for all and games for the children and youth)
9 (Sábado) — 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Encuentro Pre-Matrimonial, para parejas que se van a
casar. También para parejas de matrimonio interesadas en reflexionar sobre su vida. Lugar:
San Felipe de Jesus, Fennville, MI. (Pre-Marriage Encounter in Spanish for those who will be
getting married and for married couples who would like to have a day of reflection)
16 (Sábado) — 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. Retiro de Confirmaciones — Obligatorio para los que se van a
Confirmar. Lugar: Parroquia de la Inmaculada Concepción, Hartford. (Confirmation Retreat.
Those who will be confirmed must attend. Location: Immaculate Conception Church, Hartford)
16 (Sábado) — Taller de inducción para los participantes en el nuevo grupo de formación
del Instituto San Agustin.
17 (Domingo) — 12 p.m. Primeras Comuniones de los Campesinos Migrantes que se han
estado preparando, San Felipe de Jesus, Fennville, MI. (First Communions, Migrant Community, San Felipe de Jesus Church, Fennville, MI)
23 (Sábado) — 6 p.m. Confirmación de los Campesinos Migrantes que se han estado preparando. Lugar: Catedral de San Agustín, 542 W. Michigan Ave., Kalamazoo, MI 49007. (Confirmation for the Migrants who have been preparing for the sacrament).
24 (Domingo) — 11:15a.m. y 6p.m. Primeras Comuniones de los Campesinos Migrantes
que se han estado preparando, Parroquia de la Inmaculada Concepción, Hartford, MI. (First
Communions, Migrant Community, Immaculate Conception Parish, Hartford).

Fiesta Diocesana: Día de la Familia
La Oficina del Ministerio Hispano de la Diócesis de Kalamazoo y el Comité Diocesano de Pastoral Hispana los invita a
la fiesta anual, “Fiesta Diocesana,” el domingo 3 de agosto
del 2014. Santa Misa Campal a las 12 p.m. celebrada por el
Señor Obispo Paul Bradley, Obispo de Kalamazoo. Lugar:
Parroquia de la Inmaculada Concepción, 63559 60th Avenue, Hartford, MI. Habrá comida para todos, inmediatamente después de la
Santa Misa. También habrá actividades como: Baile para todos con la alegre
música de “Sonido Latino J&B,” piñatas, juegos, y premios para niños y jóvenes,
hasta las 5 p.m.
• Varias Agencias estarán presentes para ofrecer valiosa información en
español e inglés.
• ¡¡Traiga a toda su familia y amigos. Los esperamos!!
• Desde ya, Gracias por su participación.
• Teléfono para más información: (269) 903-0197. Los Esperamos para
disfrutar este día en Familia.
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Graduación de los Estudiantes del Instituto San Agustín – Programa de Formación
Pastoral y de Liderazgo para los Hispanos
El sábado, 2 de agosto la Oficina del
Ministerio Hispano de la Diócesis de Kalamazoo celebrará con mucha alegría y entusiasmo
la graduación del primer grupo de estudiantes
del Instituto San Agustín.
Estos estudiantes han terminado tres
años de estudio intenso. Además de los estudiantes y sus familias estarán presentes el
Obispo Paul Bradley, algunos profesores, párrocos, administradores y la Asociación
Catholic Extension cuyo valioso apoyo ha
sido fundamental para la realización de este
programa. ¡Felicitaciones!!

Instituto San Agustín
La Oficina del Ministerio Hispano de
la Diócesis de Kalamazoo extendió la
fecha límite para inscribirse en el Instituto San Agustín – Programa de
Formación Pastoral y de Liderazgo
para el año 2014 – 2017. Todos aquellos que deseen participar tienen hasta
el 31 de Julio del 2014 para inscribirse.
El objetivo General del programa
es lograr desarrollar en los participantes sus capacidades de líderes y
promover su participación activa en la
Iglesia católica por medio de la formación teológica/pastoral.
Programa es de tres años durante
siete sábados cada año y un retiro de
tres días con excelentes profesores.
Temas: Primer Año: Comunicación:
Herramientas y Técnicas Básicas; Introducción a la Biblia; Cristología:
Encuentro con Jesús; Psicología Humana y la Experiencia como Inmigrante; Evangelios Sinópticos; Iglesia
Peregrina: Orígenes, Periodo de la Patrística y la Iglesia Hoy; Liturgia y la
Santa Misa; Retiro: Identidad: Encuentro con Dios Trinidad. Segundo
Año: El Pentateuco; Religiosidad Popular y Mariología; Espiritualidad
como Inmigrante Hispano/Latino;
Profetas; Ética y Moral; Eclesiología;
Práctica Pastoral; Retiro: Discernimiento: Diálogo con el Espíritu. Tercer Año: Escritos de San Pablo;
Sacramentos; Doctrina Social de la
Iglesia; Evangelio de Juan; Ministerio
en una Iglesia con Diversidad Cultural; Presencia de los hispanos/Latinos en La Iglesia Católica de Estados
Unidos; Leyes civiles y canónicas:
Derechos y responsabilidades que
afectan al ministerio con los Hispanos/Latinos; Retiro: Compromiso:
Ministerio y Discipulado en el
Seguimiento de Jesús.
Si desea más información,
pregunte en su parroquia o llame a
Angelica Valdes del Ministerio
Hispano al 259-903-0197 o
hplf@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.

Trauma Recovery Program
en Español
La Diócesis de Kalamazoo ha comenzado el Programa de “Trauma Recovery” en español. Si
usted conoce a alguna persona que en su infancia
o de adulto sufrió algún trauma (no tiene que ser
sexual), y quiere ayudarle, por favor remítalo a una
de las siguientes personas: Lisette Mira-Amaya
(269) 929-7084 o Fanny Tabares (269) 903-0209.
Este programa en inglés ha tenido un gran éxito a
nivel nacional e internacional. Aproveche de esta
oportunidad de consejería gratuita si usted o alguien que usted conoce lo necesita. El primer
grupo en español comienza en mayo.
El trauma es un suceso o una serie de sucesos combinados con la vulnerabilidad de una
persona que crea un obstáculo en el normal desarrollo humano.
El Programa de Recuperación de Traumas
está basado en el Modelo de Trauma, un modelo
psicoeducacional que ayuda a individuos a aprender cómo integrar sus sentimientos, pensamientos
y comportamientos. Las investigaciones actuales
indican que los recuerdos en la memoria, en el
mejor de los casos, son de poco fiar. Por lo tanto,
este modelo infunde vivir eficientemente en el presente en vez de restablecer recuerdos reprimidos.
La curación no toma lugar en el nivel de los recuerdos. La curación ocurre en el nivel del procesamiento e integración de los sentimientos,
pensamientos, percepciones, y comportamientos.

Infórmese
Pasaportes.
Si usted no tiene documentos que
le permitan vivir en este país es muy
importante que usted y sus hijos tengan
pasaporte. Ya sea el pasaporte de Estados Unidos, de México o de su país de
origen.Se siguen presentando casos de
deportaciones y desafortunadamente
los niños quedan sin uno de los papás y
eso hace más difícil el trámite de los
pasaportes a los hijos estadounidenses
y/o mexicanos porque se necesita autorización de los padres. También es
importante tener un plan de acción por
si llegan a ser detenidos por inmigración. No se espere hasta que sea demasiado tarde. Es mejor prevenir; en
un momento de angustia no es fácil
tomar decisiones tan serias como por
ejemplo quién cuidara de nuestros hijos
o como hacerlos llegar a nuestro país
para reunirse como familia.
Consulado Móvil de México:
El Consulado Móvil Mexicano estará en el VBISD de Lawrence, Michigan el 19 de Julio pero solo recibirán a
las personas que previamente hicieron
una cita. Para hacer cita llame a MEXITEL al 1-877-639-4835. Lo más pronto
que llame, la mejor posibilidad que
tiene para que le den la cita ya que se
llenan pronto. Esta es una buena oportunidad para obtener pasaporte para los
adultos y niños.
Renovación de DACA (Acción
Diferida para quienes han llegado
antes de los 16 años de edad):
Las personas pueden presentar su petición para la renovación de DACA si
cumplen con los requisitos iniciales de
DACA y los siguientes requisitos: No
han salido de los Estados Unidos sin

permiso adelantado en o después del
15 de agosto de 2012; Han residido
continuamente en los Estados Unidos
desde que presentó su más reciente
petición de DACA que fuera aprobada
hasta el presente y; No han sido convictos en un crimen, un delito menos
grave, o tres o más delitos menos
graves, o no son de ninguna otra forma
una amenaza a la seguridad nacional o
la seguridad pública. La petición de
renovación se debe de enviar más o
menos en los 120 días (4 meses) antes
que se venza su primer periodo de
DACA. Si se envía la petición más de
150 días (5 meses) antes que se venza
el tiempo, su petición puede ser rechazada por el USCIS y devuelta con instrucciones para que se envié de nuevo
en el tiempo más cercano a la fecha de
vencimiento. El proceso de renovación
comienza con la presentación de la
nueva versión del Formulario I-821D,
Consideración de Acción Diferida para
los Llegados en la Infancia, así como
del Formulario I-765, Solicitud de Autorización de Empleo y la Hoja de Trabajo del Formulario I-765 (en inglés)
(234 KB PDF). Hay tarifas de presentación y de servicios biométricos
(huellas digitales y fotografía) relacionados con el Formulario I-765, para
un total de $465. Para la renovación de
DACA, al igual que sucede con la petición inicial, USCIS llevará a cabo una
verificación de antecedentes. Si tiene
dudas o necesita más información pude
llamar al Programa de Migración de la
Diócesis de Kalamazoo al (269) 9030137 o llegar sin cita los lunes de
(9a.m. – 4p.m. al 219 N. Westnedge
Ave. Kalamazoo, MI 49007.

Ministerio Campesino Migrante de la Diócesis
La Diócesis de Kalamazoo con
gran alegría y entusiasmo acoge cada
año a los campesinos que vienen desde
distintos lugar de Estados Unidos y de
otros países. Les damos la Bienvenida
y deseamos que esta temporada también esté plena de bienestar espiritual
para todos los campesinos y sus familias.
La Diócesis ofrece atención espiritual en los campos y en las parroquias
cercanas a los campos por medio de un
gran número de valiosos voluntarios y
voluntarias, sacerdotes y religiosas que
alegremente y con gran entrega colaboran en este ministerio para poder llegar
como iglesia y como comunidad de fe
a todos los campesinos.
Además del apoyo que ofrecen los
sacerdotes en sus respectivas parroquias ofrecen hospitalidad a misioneros
que vienen durante el verano. Démosle
la bienvenida y colaboración al Padre
Vicente Albano en la Parroquia de la
Inmaculada Concepción en Hartford; a
la Hermana María Jesucristo y a la
Hermana Asunción en San Felipe de

Jesús, en Fennville; al Padre Drigelo
en la Parroquia de Holy Angels, Sturgis; al Padre Francisco Javier Tamayo
en la parroquia de St. Mary en Niles; el
Padre Fernelly Cardenas a San Pedro
en Douglas. En Julio y Agosto llegarán
tres hermanas de Colombia, el Padre
Luis Alberto Leyva, Padre Daniel Rodríguez y probablemente el Padre
Drigelio Benavides y el Padre Francisco Javier Tamayo.
Demos una bondadosa acogida a
los campesinos y misioneros que
vienen a enriquecer a nuestra Iglesia
local con su trabajo y con su fe.

“ Wa i t i ng i n J o y f u l H o p e ”
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Here & There
Here & There publishes parish, Catholic
school and diocesan-sponsored events.
Submissions should be sent to
Vicki Cessna,
vcessna@dioceseofkalamazoo.org

July/August
CENTRAL DEANERY
July 15, 22, 29: A Seminar on Relativism,
Dr. Ron Mueller, Newman’s Bookshoppe,
Noon – 1 p.m.

August 24: Annual Ham ‘n Yam Dinner,
Sacred Heart Parish, Bangor, 12:30 – 3 p.m..
Adults: $10, Children 5-12: $5, under 5
free.There will also be games and country
store.Contact: Sacred Heart Parish,
269-427-7514
August 24: First Communions, Migrant
Community, 11:15 a.m. and 6 p.m., Immaculate Conception Church, Hartford.

NORTHERN DEANERY

July 18, 25: Theology on Tap, TFI Fridays
in Kalamazoo. Meets every Friday in July
with a final Mass and picnic event in August.
Contact: Tim McNamara, 269-903-0139.

Byron Center
July 21-24: Vacation Bible School, St.
Mary’s Visitation, Byron Center, “Walking
with St. Kateri Tekawitha,” 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Free, optional -shirts available for $10 (child)
or $12 (adult). Contact:

Jul 26: Diocesan Quinceañera Retreat
(bilingual) Bilingual, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. , St.
Joseph Parish, Kalamazoo, a retreat for the
preparation of Quinceañeras. Parents must
attend the retreat with their daughter(s). Contact: Veronica Rodriguez, 269-903-0197.

Dorr
August 16: St. Stanislaus 9th Annual Polish Festival; 4:30 – 11:30 p.m., food, refreshments and entertainment.

July 15: Mass at a Migrant Camp, Presiding the Most Rev. Paul J. Bradley, 7:30 p.m.
Location to be announced.
July 26: Quinceañera Retreat. Bilingual retreat for young ladies and their parents for
the preparation of quinceañeras, 9 a.m. – 1
p.m. Parents must also attend the retreat.
Location: St. Joseph Parish, 936 Lake
Street, Kalamazoo.
July 26: Hispanic Diocesan Pastoral Committee meeting, 10 a.m. – Noon, Diocesan
Pastoral Center, Kalamazoo
July 31: Registration Deadline: Instituto
San Agustin – Hispanic Pastoral Leadership Formation Program. All courses are in
Spanish. General Objective of the program is
to develop in the participants, their leadership abilities and their involvement in the
Catholic Church through pastoral/theological
formation.
August 23: Confirmation for the Migrants
who have been preparing for the sacrament,
Noon. Location: St. Augustine Cathedral,
542 W. Michigan Ave., Kalamazoo.
Portage:
August 2: Instituto San Agustin, Graduation, 11 a.m. Students will receive their certificate of graduation from the three year
Hispanic Pastoral Leadership Formation
Program. The Most Rev. Paul J. Bradley
will be present. Location:
St. Catherine of Sienna, Portage.

EASTERN DEANERY
Battle Creek
August 4-August 8: Vacation Bible
School, 9 a.m. – Noon, St. Joseph, Battle
Creek. Themes include: “Growing with the
Saints” and “Parade Around the Our Father.”
Cost: $20 per child and $10 for additional
siblings. Contact: Barbara Kincaid, Director,
Office of Faith Formation, St. Joseph Parish,
269-965-4079.

LAKESHORE DEANERY
Benton Harbor
July 20: Mass with Bishop Bradley and
Picnic for Persons with Disabilities and
their Families, St. John-St. Bernard Parish,
555 East Delaware, Benton Harbor, MI
(St. Bernard site), 2 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Contact: Lisa Irwin
Hartford:
August 3: Fiesta Diocesana - Day of the
Family, Noon – 5 p.m.. Mass will be presided
by the Most Rev. Paul J. Bradley. After the
Mass, there will be food for all, games and
other activities for the children and youth.
Immaculate Conception, Hartford.
All are invited.
August 16: Confirmation Retreat for the
Migrant Community. Those who will be
confirmed must attend, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Location: Immaculate Conception Church,
Hartford.
Fennville:
August 9: Encuentro Pre-Matrimonial,
Pre-Marriage Encounter in Spanish for
those who will be getting married and for
married couples who would like to have a
day of reflection, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Location:
San Felipe de Jesus, Fennville.
August 17: First Communions, Migrant
Community, 12:30 p.m.,
San Felipe de Jesus, Fennville.

September
CENTRAL DEANERY
Kalamazoo:
Sept 15, 16, 17: “Hearts Wide Open,” an
ecumenical gathering centered on the
Gospel’s teaching on social justice. Transformations Spirituality Center, Kalamazoo, 7-9
pm each night. Registration forms will be
available in mid-June from some of its sponsors, including the parishes of St. Thomas
More, St. Joseph (Kalamazoo), St. Catherine
of Siena, and the Transformations Spirituality
Center. This event is open to the
entire community.
EASTERN DEANERY
Battle Creek: “CATHOLICISM” by Father
Robert E. Barron will be presented at St.
Joseph, Battle Creek evenings beginning
Sept. 10, 2014. The program is every other
week and will last for ten (10) sessions, ending Feb. 18, 2015. To register or for more information contact Deacon Mike Moreno at
269-601-1977

October
CENTRAL DEANERY
Kalamazoo:
August 24: St. Mary's Annual Polish
Feast, Fr. Bart Hall. Tickets $30 per person,
or $20 for those 12 and under. Contact
parish office for tickets. 269-342-0621
October 4: Annual New Evangelization
Catechetical Conference, “Being the New
Evangelization,” 8:30 – 4 p.m., Kalamazoo
Expo Center, Kalamazoo. Keynote speaker:
Meg Hunter-Kilmer. $45 before September
15. Contact: Jamin Herold, 269-903—0141.
October 18-19: One in Christ Marriage
Preparation, Transformations:
CSJ Spirituality Center, Kalamazoo. Contact:
Socorro Truchan, 269-903-0199 or
struchan@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.
October 20-December 15: Trauma Recovery Program for English-speakers, October 20-December 15 (nine consecutive
Mondays and Saturday, Dec. 6), morning
group meets 9:30 to noon at St. Augustine, evening group meets 7:00 to 9:30 at St.
Catherine of Siena. This is a free program for
adult Catholics who are survivors of childhood trauma, meeting in small group,s facilitated by mental health professionals and a
priest, to learn skills to live happier and more
effective lives. Contact Sharon Froom
(269-381-8917, ext. 222)
for information and registration.

Making a Report of Sexual
Misconduct
A report of sexual misconduct may be initiated at the Diocese of Kalamazoo’s
Sexual Misconduct Question and Reporting
Line: 877-802-0115. A caller will be requested to provide his or her name and telephone number. All calls regarding sexual
misconduct will be returned, usually within
one hour. This toll-free telephone number
has been established as a part of the diocese's effort to protect children, young people and other vulnerable people in our
schools, parishes and ministries. This line is
for reporting suspected sexual misconduct or
child abuse within diocesan institutions and
ministries only. If you have some other concern about diocesan schools, parishes or
ministries, please contact the appropriate
diocesan school, parish or office directly. In
all cases of sexual abuse you
are encouraged to report all cases to the
local police or protective services.
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Under the leadership of Bishop Paul J. Bradley, the Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo operates more than 70 programs,
services and ministries, serving the 100,000 Catholic faithful in the nine-county region of Southwest
Michigan. The Bishop's Annual Appeal is the primary source of funding for the Office of the Bishop and
Diocesan Pastoral Center ministries, including seminarian education, adult faith formation, and parish
support.
Please give as generously as you can. Each gift supports the vital mission of the Diocese to renew
faith, build communion, and inspire hope in every parish. Congratulations to the four parishes who have
already hit their parish goals (as of June 26, 2014) : St. Edward Parish, Mendon; Holy Angels Parish,
Sturgis, Our Lady of Great Oak, Lacy and St. Ambrose, Delton.

Parish Goals:
Parish Name
2014/2015 Appeal Goals
St. Augustine, Kalamazoo
116,677
St. Joseph, Kalamazoo
117,020
St. Mary, Kalamazoo
40,227
St. Monica, Kalamazoo
152,079
St. Thomas More, Kalamazoo
123,359
St. John, Albion
47,149
Blessed Sacrament, Allegan
47,430
Sacred Heart, Watson
7,428
Sacred Heart, Bangor
20,797
St. Philip, Battle Creek
136,219
St. Jerome, Battle Creek
25,974
St. Joseph, Battle Creek
144,439
SS John & Bernard, Benton Harbor
140,768
St. Mary, Bronson
62,033
St. Anthony, Buchanan
21,788
St. Gabriel, Berrien Springs
9,201
St. Ann, Cassopolis
18,607
Our Lady of the Lake, Edwardsburg
67,634
St. Charles, Coldwater
55,097
Our Lady of Fatima, Union City
10,295
Holy Family, Decatur
16,447
St. Ambrose, Delton
14,365
Our Lady of Great Oak, Lacey
6,149
St. Stanislaus, Hillards
31,078
St. Peter, Douglas
53,827
Holy Maternity, Dowagiac
23,461
Sacred Heart, Silver Creek
30,080
St. Ann, Gull Lake
78,242
Immaculate Conception, Hartford
23,249
St. Rose of Lima, Hastings
48,709

St. Mary, Marshall
St. John Bosco, Mattawan
St. Margaret/Mary, Marcellus
St. Edward, Mendon
St. Barbara, Colon
St. Cyril, Nashville
St. Mary of the Lake, New Buffalo
Our Lady Queen of Peace, Bridgman
St. Mary, New Salem
St. Mary, Niles
St. Mark, Niles
St. Margaret, Otsego
St. Ambrose, Parchment
St. Mary, Paw Paw
St. Catherine of Siena, Portage
St. Joseph, St. Joseph
St. Basil, South Haven
Holy Angels, Sturgis
St. Mary, Three Oaks
St. Agnes, Sawyer
Immaculate Conception, Three Rivers
St. Joseph, White Pigeon
St. Clare, Centreville
St. Martin, Vicksburg
St. Joseph, Watervliet
St. Therese, Wayland
SS Cyril & Methodius, Gun Lake
San Felipe de Jesus, Pearl
St. Jude, Gobles
TOTAL

50th Wedding Anniversary Celebration
On Sunday, September 21st, 2014 we will be celebrating the 50th Wedding Anniversary of couples from around the Kalamazoo Diocese. Bishop
Bradley will begin the celebration with a special Mass at 2:00 pm at St. Augustine Cathedral in honor of the couples who, during 2014, will be married
for 50 years. A cake and punch reception will follow the Mass. Bishop Bradley
will also be joining the couples at the reception for an opportunity to take pictures to commemorate this moment. Each couple celebrating a 50th wedding
anniversary in 2014 will also receive a special certificate from the Bishop.
The names of the couples who are celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary in 2014 are being gathered by the parish offices in the Diocese of
Kalamazoo, or couples can register directly online at the following link:
www.dioceseofkalamazoo.org/50thweddinganniversary. Each couple who registers will receive a personal invitation from Bishop Bradley to this event. Invitations will be sent out the week of August 25th, 2014.
If you have any questions or need more details about this event, please
contact Jane Bodway by phone at 269-903-0147 or by e-mail at
jbodway@dioceseofkalamazoo.org.

Call for Nominations for Catholic
Charities 2014 Celebrate Life Awards
Catholic Charities Diocese of Kalamazoo (CCDOK) is soliciting nominations for the 2014 Caring Network Celebrate Life Awards. These awards
(typically given during CCDOK’s spring Celebrate Life Luncheon) are designed to celebrate and honor men and women in our community who have
demonstrated an outstanding commitment to the sanctity of life and to helping vulnerable pregnant women and their babies. Winners will be chosen
on the basis of their activities in the pro-life area and the impact their work
has had on the community.
Nominees are accepted in any of three categories:
• Sr. Edna Outstanding Service Award — awarded to a person or group
who has demonstrated an outstanding commitment to protecting the sanctity
of life and serving others, either through volunteer service or paid work.
• Katherine Van Domelen Caring Network Volunteer Award —
awarded to a person who has demonstrated outstanding commitment to the
Caring Network program through volunteer service.
• John W. Kavanaugh Physician Award — awarded to a physician who
has demonstrated outstanding commitment to the sanctity of life, especially
to the unborn and babies.
Please visit CCDOK’s website (www.ccdok.org) to learn more and to
access the nomination form. If you have questions or would like a nomination form mailed to you, please contact Marguerite Davenport at
mdavenport@ccdok.org or 269-381-9800.
Winners will be announced at the Caring Network 25th Anniversary
Celebration on Thursday, October 2nd.
Nominations are due September 1, 2014.

79,259
59,574
12,903
18,967
7,589
8,471
45,978
29,651
47,699
63,284
33,614
63,609
59,697
67,556
263,730
181,485
85,293
31,241
23,061
22,569
48,661
15,950
10,467
59,904
55,548
62,152
41,002
5,718
17,220
$3,211,679
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Corrections:

Lake Michigan Catholic Central (LMC)
Top Students
Pictured above (bottom row L-R): Michael Allen,
Katherine Nuter (Valedictorian), Zachary Sila (Valedictorian),
Matthew Sila (Salutatorian), Rebecca Barta (Valedictorian);
(top row L-R): Juliet Golob, Rachel Lhotka, Marie Angelov,
Hannah Seger, and Justin Salvano.

“ Wa i t i ng i n J o y f u l H o p e ”
Ecumenical gathering features JustFaith founder
“Hearts Wide Open,” an ecumenical gathering coming to Kalamazoo September 15-17 will feature speaker Jack Jezreel, the
founder of the JustFaith program and JustFaith ministries.
Jezreel will conduct a three-evening session exploring the
theme “Seeing with the Heart: Jesus’ call to love God by loving
our neighbor.” Cost of the program is only $10 for all three
sessions which will be held from 7 – 9 p.m. at Transformations
Spirituality Center in Kalamazoo. “I strongly encourage anyone
who can set aside these three days to attend the ‘Heart Wide Open’ conference,”
said Bishop Paul J. Bradley.
Jezreel is a popular national speaker known for his work on JustFaith and
with the Catholic Worker movement. He holds an undergraduate degree in Philosophy and Religion from Furman University and a Master of Divinity degree from
the University of Notre Dame.
The event is suppoted by the Diocese of Kalamazoo and sponsored by:
St. Catherine of Siena Parish, Portage, St. Joseph Parish, Kalamazoo, St. Thomas
More Parish, Kalamazoo, First United Methodist Church, Kalamazoo and Transformations Spirituality Center. Contact one of the sponsors for more information.

Seminarians complete third annual pilgrimage
St. Philip Catholic Central Top Students
Picured above (back row L-R): Stephanie Gusching
(Valedictorian), Freddie Hallacy (Valedictorian), Rachel Gallagher
(Salutatorian), Maria Dechant, Emily Freybler; (front row L-R):
Moline Mallamo, Trenton Bartsch, Jacob Campbell,
Ellen Criswell, Joseph Lin.

The diocesan seminarians visited 18 different parishes in one week during their
third annual pilgrimage. The goal of the pilgrimage is to enjoy time with parishioners
and build awareness for vocations. At each stop the seminarians celebrated Mass
and shared their vocations stories at receptions and luncheons held at the different
parishes.
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Feast of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
August 15th
Holy Day of Obligation
On November 1, 1950, Pius XII defined
the Assumption of Mary to be a dogma of
faith: “We pronounce, declare and define
it to be a divinely revealed dogma that
the immaculate Mother of God, the ever
Virgin Mary, having completed the course
of her earthly life, was assumed body and
soul to heavenly glory.” The pope proclaimed this dogma only after a broad
consultation of bishops, theologians and
laity.
August 15th is a Holy Day of Obligation
in the Church. Check your local parish
listings for Mass times.

ROSE WINDOW DEPICTS MARY’S
ASSUMPTION INTO HEAVEN
The reception of Mary into heaven is depicted
in the center section of a rose window at Sts.
Peter and Paul Cathedral in Providence, R.I.
The feast of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Aug. 15, celebrates the belief that
Mary was taken body and soul into heaven at
the end of her life. (CNS photo/Crosiers)

