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If you have to ask, “what’s hangry?” then 
chances are you haven’t. It’s a popular 
slang term that even made its way into 
the dictionary, where it’s defined as “bad 
tempered or irritable as a result of hunger."

My most dramatic exam-
ple was when I was seven 
months pregnant. I had to 
take a test at my doctor’s 
office. No eating was allowed 
the night before. Then, on an 
empty stomach from 8 a.m. 
until noon, I gave blood every 
hour. By the time I was fin-
ished and making my quick 
exit, I was ravenous. I was 
building a tiny human, had a 
fuzzy brain and was emotion-
al, irritable — and hungry. 
Tearing out of the doctor’s 
office, I couldn’t fathom mak-
ing the 15-minute drive home 
for sustenance, so once I 
spotted the chicken fast-food 
restaurant I knew what to do. 
I made my way to the drive-
through, got my three-piece 
(OK, maybe five-piece) order, 
pulled over into a parking 
space and devoured my meal. 
Anyone watching would have 
seen chicken pieces flying as 
I tore into my food. 

Fast forward to today, 
and I still can be guilty of 
skipping nourishment to my 
detriment. I’ll find myself 
overreacting to an email or 
off-comment and think, oh 
yeah, it’s 3 p.m., and I’ve only 
eaten three pretzels today. 

We all know what lack of 
nourishment does to the 
body, but what does lack of 
nourishment do to our faith? 

Almost every morning I 
start my day listening to the 
day’s readings on my Amen 
app. The narrator ends each 

meditation with these words 
“Nourished by God’s Word, 
what is one specific way you 
can go out and make your life 
a gift to someone?” I love this 
nudging, and in the begin-
ning of this daily practice I 
was immediately drawn to the 
invitation to do something. 
Each day I’d think, what am 
I going to do?  Some days it 
might be writing a card of 
encouragement to a friend or 
expressing my gratitude. Hon-
estly, sometimes my gift was 
what I didn’t say or do. 

But then, I started to be 
struck by the phrase “nour-
ished by God’s Word.” We fuel 
our bodies to ward off the 
“hangrys” or meticulously eat 
the right foods to train for a 
race or athletic event. But how 
do we nourish ourselves to 
fuel our faith? 

Luckily, we have plenty of 
faith-fuel choices. There are 
online courses, in-person 
programs or workshops or a 
plethora of books, writings, 
videos, and podcasts to delve 
deeper into our Catholic faith. 
We are able to satisfy our faith 
hunger with the fuel of knowl-
edge and a closer relationship 
with our Maker. (Check out 
pages 12-15 for more ideas.) 

So, the next time you’re 
feeling in a rut or slightly 
hangry about some aspect of 
our Catholic faith, consider 
your nourishment. You may 
be surprised how satiated you 
will feel feeding your soul 
with the right fuel. 

Have you 
ever been

 hangry? 
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B I S H O P  PA U L  J .  B R A D L E Y
is the fourth bishop of
the Diocese of Kalamazoo.

T H E  B I S H O P ’ S  P E R S P E C T I V E

Being Made New
in Jesus’ Love

The idea began earlier this 
year when I was preparing for 
our annual diocesan Chrism 
Mass. This beautiful Mass is 
where all the priests come 
together, and during the 
liturgy we renew our priestly 
promises. As I reflected on 
my homily, I was inspired by 
the Holy Spirit to call us to do 
something more.  

I believe the need for spir-
itual renewal is necessary in 
light of the world situation we 
are all witnessing and expe-
riencing. I don’t need to enu-
merate the many examples of  
our culture moving steadily 
and quickly away from God, 
no longer living according to 
God’s ways. Dictates of faith, 
the values of religion or even 
efforts to protect the most 
vulnerable of all human life, 
unborn babies, are criticized 
as restrictive of personal 
freedom; People of Faith are 
ridiculed as being out of step 
with progress. 

Within our own Catholic 
faith, the long-standing statis-
tic that two-thirds of baptized 
Catholics do not practice 
their faith regularly remains 
of great concern. Even more 
alarming is the staggeringly 
high percentage of Catholics 
who do not believe in the Real 
Presence of Christ in the Holy 
Eucharist. Additionally, there 
seems to be a certain com-
placency about the growing 
priest shortage, which should 
be very troubling. These are 
all clear signs that we are in 
great need of a major time of 
renewal in our faith. 

What is this special year? 
It’s a year devoted to three 
key things: 1) prayer, 2) the 

W hen we hear the word “renewal,” the first 
thoughts we have may be of mundane tasks 

like renewing our license plates or our library cards. 
Or we may think about renewal as in going on a vacation 
and taking a break from our everyday tasks, chores and 
work. However, when we speak of spiritual renewal, 
it’s a more complex, deeper process, one where we 
strengthen our relationship and undergo a conversion 
of heart.  Many beautiful renewal occasions happen 
within our faith lives. We renew our baptismal promises 
at Easter Mass. Our 50th anniversary couples renew 
their sacred wedding vows and their sacramental 
commitment to each other at our annual diocesan 
Mass. As priests, we renew our priestly promises at 
the annual Chrism Mass and at Ordination Masses. 

This year, on the birthday 
of Our Blessed Mother (Sept. 
8) our diocese began the 
observation of “The Year of 
Priestly Spiritual Renewal 
and Prayer for Vocations.” 
Why a year of renewal now 
and what does it mean? 

First, I’ll address the Why 
now? I am convinced this 

special year, focusing on 
priestly renewal and voca-
tions, directly flows from 
the Jubilee Year of the Holy 
Spirit, in which we have all 
been praying for an increased 
openness to the Holy Spirit’s 
gifts, and a desire to allow the 
Spirit to bear his fruits in our 
lives.

Eucharist and 3) strengthen-
ing our priestly fraternity.  We 
are praying to be renewed in 
our vocations and to be better 
prepared to guide our people 
through these very challeng-
ing times. 

Priests, by our vocations, 
are called to be “another 
Christ” for our people in our 
world. We need to be renewed 
so as to be the face of Easter 
hope and joy to a world that 
so desperately needs Jesus 
and his Good News. 

How do any of us sustain 
the hope and joy of Jesus? 
Through a strong prayer life 
and a deep, close, relationship 
with Jesus. 

This time of spiritual  
renewal will begin with us:  
I, and all our priests, are ded-
icating the next nine months 
to a time of collective spiritual 
renewal of our own priestly 
vocations, with the hope that 
our renewal will lead to a re-
newal of faith throughout the 
entire diocese. I am asking ev-
ery member of the faithful to 
fervently pray for us — to pray 
for your priests in a particular 
way during this year, for a re-
newed and revitalized love for 
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist 
and for a deeper willingness 
to follow the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit.

Come Holy Spirit, come into 
our lives, our parishes, our 
diocese, and our world, and 
lead us always to live our 
lives in union with you and 
one another through Christ 
our Lord. 
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Priests gather with Bishop Bradley 
for Adoration on September 8, 2022, 
for the opening of the “Year of 
Priestly Spiritual Renewal and Prayer 
for Vocations.



L A  P E R S P E C T I V A  D E L  O B I S P O

fraternidad sacerdotal.  
Estamos rezando para ser 
renovados en nuestras 
vocaciones, y para estar 
mejor preparados para guiar 
a nuestro pueblo en estos 
tiempos tan difíciles. 

Los sacerdotes, por nuestra 
vocación, estamos llamados a 
ser "otro Cristo" para nuestro 
pueblo en nuestro mundo. 
Necesitamos renovarnos para 
ser el rostro de la esperanza 
y la alegría pascual para 
un mundo que necesita 
desesperadamente a Jesús   
y su Buena Noticia. 

¿Cómo podemos mantener 
la esperanza y la alegría de 
Jesús? A través de una fuerte 
vida de oración y una profunda 
y estrecha relación con Jesús. 

Este tiempo de renovación 
espiritual comenzará 
con nosotros: Yo, y todos 
nuestros sacerdotes, estamos 
dedicando estos próximos 
nueve meses a un tiempo 
de renovación espiritual 
colectiva de nuestras propias 
vocaciones sacerdotales, 
con la esperanza de que 
nuestra renovación conduzca 
a una renovación de la fe 
en toda la diócesis. Pido a 
todos los fieles que recen 
fervientemente por nosotros, 
que recen por sus sacerdotes 
de manera particular durante 
este año, para que se renueve 
y revitalice el amor a Jesús 
en la Sagrada Eucaristía, y 
para que haya una mayor 
disposición a seguir la guía 
del Espíritu Santo.

Ven, Espíritu Santo, entra 
en nuestras vidas, en nues-
tras parroquias, en nuestra 
diócesis y en nuestro 
mundo, y llévanos siem-
pre a vivir nuestras vidas 
en unión contigo y con los 
demás por medio de Cristo 
nuestro Señor. 

C uando oímos la palabra "renovación", lo primero 
que pensamos es en las tareas mundanas como 

renovar las matrículas o el carné de la biblioteca. 
O podemos pensar en renovarnos como si nos 
tomáramos unas vacaciones y un descanso de nuestras 
tareas cotidianas, los quehaceres y el trabajo. Sin 
embargo, cuando hablamos de renovación espiritual se 
trata de un proceso más complejo y profundo. Es uno en 
el que fortalecemos nuestra relación y experimentamos 
una conversión del corazón. Hay muchas ocasiones 
hermosas de renovación que ocurren dentro de nuestra 
vida de fe. Renovamos nuestras promesas bautismales 
en la Misa de Pascua; nuestras parejas de 50 años de 
casados renuevan sus sagrados votos matrimoniales 
y su compromiso sacramental entre sí en nuestra 
Misa diocesana anual; y como sacerdotes, renovamos 
nuestras promesas sacerdotales en la Misa Crismal 
anual y en las Misas de Ordenación.

Este año, en el cumpleaños 
de Nuestra Madre (8 de 
septiembre) nuestra diócesis 
comenzó la observación 
del "Año de la Renovación 
Espiritual Sacerdotal y la 
Oración por las Vocaciones". 
¿Por qué un año de renovación 
ahora y qué significa? 

Primero, abordaré el 
por qué ahora. Estoy 
convencido de que este 
año especial, centrado en 
la Renovación Sacerdotal y 

en las Vocaciones, se deriva 
directamente del Año Jubilar 
del Espíritu Santo, en el que 
todos hemos estado rezando 
por una mayor apertura a 
los dones del Espíritu Santo, 
y un deseo de permitir que 
el Espíritu dé sus frutos en 
nuestras vidas.

La idea comenzó a 
principios de este año cuando 
me preparaba para nuestra 
Misa Crismal diocesana 
anual. Esta hermosa misa es 

donde todos los sacerdotes se 
reúnen y durante la liturgia 
renovamos nuestras promesas 
sacerdotales. Mientras 
reflexionaba sobre mi 
homilía, me sentí inspirado 
por el Espíritu Santo para 
llamarnos a hacer algo más.  

Creo que la necesidad 
de renovación espiritual 
es necesaria a la luz de la 
situación mundial que todos 
estamos presenciando y 
experimentando. No necesito 
enumerar los numerosos 
ejemplos de nuestra cultura 
que se aleja constante y 
rápidamente de Dios, que ya 
no vive según los caminos 
de Dios. Los dictados de la 
fe, los valores de la religión, 
o incluso los esfuerzos para 
proteger la vida humana 
más vulnerable, los bebés no 
nacidos, son criticados como 
restrictivos de la libertad 
personal; las personas de 
fe son ridiculizadas como 
desfasadas del progreso. 

Dentro de nuestra 
propia fe católica, la vieja 
estadística de que dos 
tercios de los católicos 
bautizados no practican 
su fe con regularidad sigue 
siendo muy preocupante. 
Aún más alarmante es el 
asombroso porcentaje de 
católicos que no creen en 
la presencia real de Cristo 
en la Sagrada Eucaristía. 
Además, parece haber una 
cierta complacencia sobre 
la creciente escasez de 
sacerdotes, lo que debería 
ser muy preocupante. Todos 
estos son signos claros de que 
tenemos una gran necesidad 
de un tiempo importante de 
renovación en nuestra fe. 

¿En qué consiste este año 
especial? Es un año dedicado 
a tres cosas claves: 1- la 
oración, 2- la Eucaristía, y 3- 
el fortalecimiento de nuestra 

Siendo renovados 
en el amor de Jesús
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M A R R I A G E  M A T T E R S

H eading back home one day, my car got a flat tire. I was helpless.  
I had never changed a tire in my life! I pulled off to the side of 
the road, hoping to get ahold of my beloved husband, Tony, 

because he always knew how to fix these things. However, it was also a 
very snowy day, and I was two hours away from home. I had always taken 
for granted that the car would run properly because Tony took care of me 
in so many silent ways. I called him and said, “thank you!” Thank you for 
always looking after me and helping me to understand I need to learn to 
do the things I am not always excited to learn (like fixing flat tires…).

You see, on another occa-
sion, when I was bedridden 
for the last four months of my 
pregnancy with our first child, 
Tony had to learn to cook for 
us. Before then, he had never 
cooked a meal in his life. To-
day, after more than 30 years 
and four children, Tony has 

perfected his cooking skills 
(and even makes the best 
blueberry pancakes).

What must we do to perfect 
our imperfections along our 
marital journey? How do we 
reflect “two are better than 
one” in our relationship? How 
do we support one another so 

that when either of them falls 
down, one can help the other 
up? A Catholic marriage also 
gives witness of the love of 
God, to our children, our fam-
ilies and the world around us.

That is not to say we have 
not had our share of heart-
breaking moments when we 

“TWO ARE BETTER 
THAN ONE: THEY 

GET A GOOD WAGE 
FOR THEIR TOIL. IF 

THE ONE FALLS, THE 
OTHER WILL HELP 

THE FALLEN ONE.”
— ECCL . 4:9 -10

struggled to stay on course 
and persevere. What has 
helped us weather our chang-
es and transitions from the 
carefree days of when we first 
met? Prayer, prayer and most 
importantly, prayer. 

Be partners 
in marriage 
and your 
FAITH
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R E S O U R C E S  F O R 
B U I L D I N G  C O U P L E 
S P I R I T U A L I T Y:

Video series

“Building a Eucharistic 
Marriage” is a seven-
part video series built 
off of a therapeutic 
model for change, which 
connects seven areas for 
therapeutically strengthening 
a marriage with seven areas 
of deepening the relationship 
with Christ through the 
Eucharist. This course comes 
out of another program 
written by Greg Schutte, MSW, 
LISW-S called “Discovering 
Our Deepest Desire,” which 
has an imprimatur from 
the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Cincinnati.

Podcast

The “Spirituality of 
Marriage” podcast by 
Archdiocese of Detroit 
priest Father John Riccardo 
shares how Jesus, the author 
of marriage, is the only one 
who can show us what it 
means to be husbands and 
wives, as the basis for the 
spirituality of marriage.
 

Website

Couple Prayer Series
www.coupleprayer.com

The Couple Prayer Series 
is a website developed by 
a deacon couple that is 
dedicated to helping married 
couples more fully enjoy the 
life-changing intimacy of 
being able to pray together 
as husband and wife. 

Tony and I always begin 
and end each day with couple 
prayer. We bless each other 
before leaving for work and 
before going to sleep. ‘Give 
me your blessing, please!’ 
we’ll say to each other if we 
rush and forget. This is also a 
practice we shared with each 
of our children as they were 
growing up. 

When we make Christ 
the center of our hearts, it 
helps us see the face of Christ 
in our beloved, especially 
when we are struggling 
through disappointments, 
disagreements, and 
differences of opinion. United 
together we are stronger than 

Books

Joined by Grace: A Catholic 
Prayer Book for Engaged and 
Newly Married Couples
John Bosio and Teri Bosio, Ave Maria Press, 
2017, 160 pages

A warm invitation to the faith 
and a simple approach to 
Catholicism, Joined by Grace is a 
book for beginners and for those who 
want to know more about Catholic 
prayer life. The book offers guidance 
about the ways to pray, background 
information on prayers and devotions 
and simple how-to instructions. 
Family members and friends, as 
well as pastors, mentor couples and 
others working in marriage ministries 
will find this a perfect gift for engaged 
and newly married couples. Couples 
can learn how to pray spontaneously, 
offer thanks and praise, petition God 
and express sorrow. 

Claiming Our Deepest Desires: 
The Power of Intimate Marriages
M. Bridget Brennan and Jerome L. Shen, 
Liturgical Press, 2004, 152 pages

Written by a married couple who 
invite readers to reflect on God's call 
to marriage, the nature of the call and 
the acceptance. The spirituality of 
marriage is integrated with the prac-
tical experience of marriage, dealing 
with obstacles and fears that hinder 
intimacy and the rhythms, cycles, and 
stages in a marriage are discussed. 

Marital Spirituality: The Search 
for the Hidden Ground of Love
Patrick McDonald, Claudette McDonald, 
Paulist Press, 1999 208 pages 

Written by a married couple who 
are veteran marriage counselors 
who explain how the use of shared 
scripture reading — Lectio Divina — 
is the heart of the process to finding 
God as the hidden ground of love. 
This is a process that works even 
when couples are in the middle 
of turmoil and feel nothing but 
emptiness, making it a tool for 
healing as well as enrichment. 

S O C O R R O  T R U C H A N
is the Associate Director,
Domestic Church, for the

Diocese of Kalamazoo.

going it alone. We listen to 
each other with a crucifix 
in hand to remind us that 
we are being perfected 
by the mighty power of 
God. And this will take a 
lifetime as we make our 
journey home, having 
experienced flat tires,  
and so much more. 
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D E A R  F A T H E R

FAT H E R  J O H N 
F L E C K E N S T E I N
is the Pastor of 
St. Joseph Catholic 
Church, St. Joseph.

Church teaches the sacra-
ment “… is not a sacrament 
for those only who are at the 
point of death.  Hence, as 
soon as anyone of the faithful 
begins to be in danger of 
death from sickness or old 
age, the fitting time for him 
to receive this sacrament has 
already arrived.” (CCC 1514)

What does that mean?  

I have major surgery coming up and my 
friend suggested I get anointed by our 
pastor. I thought that that sacrament was 
used only when one is about to pass away?

When I was early in my priesthood, I remember being called to the hospital 
very late at night for a man who was about to have very serious heart surgery. 
His wife called and asked if he could be anointed before the surgery. I went 
straight to the hospital to anoint him. But his reaction wasn’t quite what I was 
expecting. When I entered his room, he was sitting up on the bed facing the 
window. The man turned around, saw me and started saying in a very loud 
voice “Oh no! Oh no!” (Well, he used other words, but I won’t put that in writing).

I asked his wife if she had 
told him that I was coming. 
She said she hadn’t because 
it might worry him. The man 
had a serious heart condition, 
and a priest entered the room 
late at night. For him, I was 
the grim reaper dressed in 
black. Instead of recognizing 
the Sacrament of the Anoint-
ing of the Sick for what it is, 

he already had “Last Rites” in 
his head.

It’s understandable because 
many people are confused 
about the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick, which, 
in the past was sometimes 
called the “Last Rites.”  When-
ever possible, the Sacrament 
of the Anointing of the Sick 
consists of the sick person 

going to confession, receiving 
Holy Communion and being 
anointed. And because people 
often waited until the last 
minute, it became known as 
the “Last Rites.”

Today, though, I see that 
people have a better under-
standing of the Sacrament 
of the Anointing of the Sick. 
The Catechism of the Catholic 

Photo by Terry Hageman
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S A I N T  O F  T H E  M O N T H

To be sure, there are times 
when death is imminent or 
totally unexpected. For those 
who are nearing death, receiv-
ing this sacrament is import-
ant. But it doesn’t have to wait 
until the last moments of your 
life. In fact, whenever possi-
ble, it is good to be anointed 
prior to surgery, at the onset 
of a serious illness or when 
an illness begins to worsen.  
Unfortunately, people often 
wait to call the priest until 
the last minute, when it could 
have been conferred much 
sooner. And the sacrament is 
for healing of mind, body or 
spirit. In fact, the Catechism 
outlines all the benefits: 

The special grace of the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick has as its effects:

•  The uniting of the sick per-
son to the passion of Christ, 
for his own good and that of 
the whole Church

•  The strengthening, peace, 
and courage to endure in a 
Christian manner the suffer-
ings of illness or old age

•  The forgiveness of sins, if the 
sick person was not able to 
obtain it through the sacra-
ment of penance

•  The restoration of health, if 
it is conducive to the salva-
tion of his soul

•  The preparation for passing 
over to eternal life" (CCC 1532).

So, there may be many 
different circumstances when 
receiving the sacrament is 
beneficial and important. 
When in doubt, ask your par-
ish priest. He will be happy to 
advise you accordingly.

And when he arrives wear-
ing his black clerical clothes, 
carrying a purple stole and oil 
in his hand just remember: he 
isn’t the grim reaper. 

ST.  M I C H A E L  D E F E N D  US
The real deal on the archangel
B Y  E L I Z A B E T H  J O H N S O N

I f you think angels are chubby 
cheeked, bare-bottomed tots with 
wings or golden-haired ladies 

in white nightgowns playing harps, 
it’s time to take a look at St. Michael 
the Archangel, commander of the 
heavenly army.

Leader of Heavenly Forces:
Michael, who shares his Sept. 29 feast day with 

fellow archangels Gabriel and Raphael, is the leader 
of the heavenly forces in the eternal fight against 
Satan and the other fallen angels. If you’ve ever seen 
a picture of an intense-looking angel armed with a 
helmet, sword, and shield piercing a dragon with a 
lance, that’s Michael. Forget John Travolta’s portray-
al of the sloppy, overweight, smoking, drinking arch-
angel Michael in the movie of the same name. That image really gives angels a bad name!

Angels are mentioned throughout both the Old and New Testaments, but Michael is 
the one most frequently called by name. In the book of Daniel, Michael is called “the great 
prince.” The book of Revelation describes the great battle in heaven when Michael and his 
angels fought with the dragon. The Epistle of St. Jude describes Michael guarding the body 
of Moses from the devil. In fact, the name Michael means “Who is like God?” – the rallying 
cry of the angelic army.

St. Michael and His Two Co-Workers:
Michael’s importance as the leader of the heavenly army has given him a special place in 

the traditions of Roman Catholics, Orthodox Christians, Jews and Muslims. For Catholics, 
he is the protector of the Church, champion in the fight against Satan and escort of souls 
from earthly life to heavenly judgment. He is also the patron of the sick. Many Eastern 
churches and shrines to St. Michael are found near healing springs. Egyptian Christians 
place the Nile under St. Michael’s protection and celebrate a feast commemorating the 
archangel on the 12th day of every month.

Sept. 29 is also the feast day of the archangels Gabriel and Raphael. Each used to have his 
own feast day (Gabriel on March 24 and Raphael on Oct. 24), but they now celebrate with 
Michael. Gabriel, whose name means “power of God,” is the patron of communications 
workers – with good reason. He is the angel who announced to Mary that she would bear 
the Son of God and who appeared to Zachariah to foretell the birth of John the Baptist.

Raphael, whose name means “God has healed,” appears in the Book of Tobit, where he 
identified himself as one of the seven angels who stand before God. He restored Tobit’s 
sight and helped Tobiah safely wed his beloved, Sarah (whose previous bridegrooms hads 
been killed by a demon). He is the patron of the blind, happy meetings, pharmacists, doc-
tors and travelers.

The archangels Michael, Gabriel and Raphael are a trio of heavenly heroes, who deliver 
God’s power, good news and healing touch to humanity. 

Saint Michael Vanquishing Satan
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B A C K  T O  S C H O O L

GROWING
I N  YO U R 
FA I T H

B Y  S A R A H  D E M O T T
Between school drop 

offs, business meetings, 
extracurriculars and 
managing a home, it can feel 
impossible to find time to 
devote regularly to a regular 
catechetical study. 

Thankfully, technology 
presents us with ample 
opportunities to continue 
our faith education from the 
comfort of our home, with a 
flexibility that can work for 
any schedule.

Locally, the Diocese of 
Kalamazoo’s Parish Life and 
Lay Ministry Office offers 
the Institute of Missionary 
Discipleship (IMD) to anyone 
hoping to grow deeper in the 
faith. IMD partners with Fran-
ciscan University of Steuben-

Continuing your faith education 
on your own time, from the 
comfort of your home

ville and Revive Parishes to 
provide both certificate tracks 
and non-track classes. The 
courses are all offered free 
of charge, as IMD is funded 
by donations to the Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal. 

Classes through IMD are 
grouped into tracks, but users 
are not required to complete 
certification — a single classes 
or classes from several tracks 
can be taken without having 
to work toward a certifica-
tion. Currently more than 20 
tracks are available through 
Franciscan at Home, such 
as “Forming Faith at Home,” 
“Ministry of Parenting,” “Par-
ish Catechetical Leader” and 
“Youth Ministry.”  Additional-
ly, the “Eucharistic Renewal” 
track is a fitting complement 
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for the three-year Eucharis-
tic Revival called for by the 
United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops for June 
2022 through July 2025, cul-
minating in the Jubilee Year 
announced by the Vatican. 

“We have around 300 
active users of Franciscan 
at Home right now through 
IMD,” says Jamin Herold, 
Executive Director of Evan-
gelization and Parish Life 
for the Diocese. “Two-thirds 
of those are taking only the 

classes they want, on their 
own time, without commit-
ting to a track. It’s a great 
opportunity to keep growing 
in your faith with flexibility 
and convenience.”

In addition to the online 
classes through Franciscan 
at Home, IMD has also part-
nered with Revive Parishes 
to offer online training spe-
cifically for those individuals 
participating in parish minis-
try, with courses on steward-
ship, evangelization, parish 

renewal and many more. 
Continued faith formation 

is key to having a strong 
relationship with God, and 
it is what God calls us to, 
says Herold. “We sometimes 
become content with what 
we know of God; we become 
comfortable with our rela-
tionship with God. But like 
every relationship, we need 
to keep growing, or it will 
fall apart,” he says. “To get to 
know God requires a couple 
of things. First is prayer — 

communicate and love God 
through prayer.  Second is to 
study — study how God loves 
us, how we can pray better, 
how to love God and how 
to love God through loving 
others.  The Institute of Mis-
sionary Discipleship offers 
those opportunities.”

IMD also offers day-long 
in-person trainings through-
out the year; information 
on these trainings will be 
available on imdisciple.com 
as they become scheduled. 

Institute of Missionary 
Disciples (IMD)
IMD is a partnership between the diocese 
and Franciscan University of Steubenville 
and Revive Parishes to provide both 
certificate tracks and non-track faith 
formation classes. The courses are all of-
fered free of charge, as IMD is funded by 
donations to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. 

Visit: imdisciple.com

Formed
FORMED is a multi-media faith formation 
program from Augustine Institute. It’s 
currently available for free for the parish-
ioners of more than 15 of our parishes, 
providing Catholic content from more 
than 60 organizations, including movies, 
children’s programs, ebooks, audio, par-
ish programs and studies — all with the 
ease of accessing via computer, phone, or 
device. You can even stream directly on 
your TV using Roku, Apple TV, Chrome-
cast and more. For those whose parish is 
not already in partnership with FORMED, 
a free seven-day trial is available. For 

more information, visit formed.org.

Augustine Institute 
Short Classes
Online courses offered through the 
Augustine Institute, these short classes 
focus in on specific topics, digging into 
Scripture, tradition, doctrine and more, 
preparing students to understand and 
live their faith better, and be prepared to 
share it with others. Classes are designed 
for those in parish ministry or those look-
ing to grow in their faith. 

Classes include video lessons, reading as-
signments, quizzes, related resources and 
discussion boards all taught by Augus-
tine Institute professors. Courses can be 
bought individually for $59 or all courses 
are accessible through the $23/month 
subscription. New courses are added 
every month. For more information,  
visit shortcourses.augustineinstitute.org.

STEP online courses 
through Notre Dame
STEP online courses are created by 
University of Notre Dame theology 
professors and other theologians and 
are designed for catechists, teachers, 
lay ministers, deacons and other adult 
Catholics. Individual classes can be taken 
separately, or one can enroll in a Certif-
icate of Catholic Theology track in one 
of five areas of study. Online courses are 

FAITH FORMATION 
OPPORTUNITIES

four to eight weeks long and cost between 
$50 and $100 per course. Courses consist of 
reading text, watching video lessons, sharing 
reflections in discussion forums, and partici-
pating in live online discussions with class-
mates. To learn more, visit mcgrath.nd.edu/
online-courses/step/courses/.

Sacred Heart 
Major Seminary EQUIP
Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit offers 
a catalog of online courses called EQUIP, 
featuring free and low-cost self-paced online 
courses on topics ranging from the theology 
of the new evangelization to deep-diving into 
the theology of Mary, catechist formation 
and more. Visit equip.shms.edu for more 
information.

Aquinas College Scholarship
Both degree seeking and non-degree seeking 
Catholic school, parish or diocesan employees 
over age 22 are eligible for 50% tuition 
reduction in any course of study in more 
than 60 undergraduate and four graduate 
programs at Aquinas College. In addition, 
individuals involved in ministry or adult lay 
people who want to further their theological 
education are eligible for a 50% tuition 
reduction for the Certificate in Theological 
Studies. Visit Aquinas.edu/theology or email 
donnelly@aquinas.edu for more information. 
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through the Eucharist at this year’s  
New Evangelization Convocation

The Diocesan Phase
June 19, 2022-June 11, 2023

The Feast of Corpus Christi, on June 19, 2022, 
launched the Eucharistic Revival in the United 
States.  The year will consist of the Diocese of 

Kalamazoo focusing on the Eucharist through its 
various events, including the Convocation. 

Parish Phase
June 11, 2023-July 17, 2024

Parishes have the opportunity to begin or 
increase Eucharistic Adoration.  Small group 

gatherings of prayer, learning to pray and 
discussions of God's gift of the Eucharist will be 
offered to understand the real presence of Jesus 
in the Eucharist.  The Diocese of Kalamazoo will 
assist the parishes with involving parishioners in 

the Eucharistic Revival.

National Phase
July 17, 2024-June 8, 2025

This year will begin with a week-long Eucharistic 
Congress in Indianapolis of Catholics from across 

the United States.  Their encounter with Jesus 
will take them back to their parishes on mission 
as they share their renewed relationship with the 
presence of Jesus in the Mass and in their lives.  

More information:  
diokzoo.org/eucharist

A day of fellowship and growth with 
like-minded lay faithful wanting to 
strengthen their relationship with God. 
Adoration available all day. Keynotes 
and small groups focused on growing in 
your faith through the Eucharist. Sound 
like just the thing to put a spark in your 
faith life? Join adults from around the 
diocese seeking to strengthen and grow 
in their faith at this year’s annual New 
Evangelization Convocation. 

The Diocese of Kalamazoo will wel-
come Father Connor Danstrom as the 
keynote speaker at this year’s Eucha-
rist-centered convocation on Saturday, 
Oct. 1, 2022, at St. Augustine Cathedral’s 
Crowley Center. Fr. Danstrom is one of 
several Eucharistic preachers focused 
on bringing kerygmatic Eucharistic 
preaching to dioceses around the 
country during the USCCB’s three-year 
Eucharistic Revival. He currently serves 
as Chaplain and Director of the St. John 
Paul II Newman Center at the University 
of Illinois at Chicago and is one of the 
hosts of the podcast “Three Dogs North.”

The Convocation will begin 
with an 8:45 a.m. Mass 
at St. Augustine 
Cathedra celebrated 
by Bishop Bradley. 
Presentations 
will follow in the 
Crowley Center. 
The day will feature 
keynotes, small 
group discussions 
and more. Adoration will 
be available all day in the chapel, and 
Benediction will conclude the day at 3 
p.m. Cost is $30 and includes lunch. 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

or to register, 
visit diokzoo.org/

convocation
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G E T  T O  K N O W 
YO U R  K E Y N O T E 

S P E A K E R 
Father Connor Danstrom

   Archdiocese of Chicago
    Chaplain and Director, St. John Paul II Newman Center –  

University of Illinois at Chicago

What is your definition of the 
“new evangelization”?

I believe the new evangelization is 
the effort of the Church to propose 
the Gospel anew in cultures that have 
been historically Catholic, or at least 
Christian, but have largely drifted or 
turned away from faith in Christ. 

What do you think the role of lay 
people is in evangelization?

Practically speaking, most of the 
work of evangelization is done by lay 
people. It is their relationships, par-
ticularly in the context of the family, 
[that] will lead to encounters with 
Christ and foster mature Christian 

faith. The ministerial priesthood is at 
the service of the priesthood of all 
the baptized, who are all called to 
be saints and witnesses to Christ in 
the world.

What would your recommenda-
tion be to someone who wants to 
start learning their faith more?

Assuming someone is already 
going to Mass every Sunday, I usually 
tell my students to join a Bible study 
when they are looking to grow in 
their faith. Starting with the Word 
of God, especially in the context of 
a group of people who are all eager 
to grow and respond to that Word is 
reliably fruitful. 

FUN FACTS 
ABOUT FATHER 

CONNOR

FAVORITE MOVIE
 “The Thin Red Line”  

(a beautiful and 
heart-breaking allegory 

about original sin and the 
longing for the Kingdom 

of God.

FAVORITE 
BIBLE VERSE?

Colossians 3:3

ON MY 
NIGHTSTAND 

The Secret Garden by 
Frances Hodgson Burnett 

diokzoo.org 13



B A C K  T O  S C H O O L

grabbed what was in my  
purse and started taking  
notes — on napkins! ”

Interestingly, Heather’s 
own path was a little less 
traditional. She was baptized 
at St. James Parish, Mason, 
Mich., and when the family 
moved to Nashville, she had 
just missed attending reli-
gious education.

However, her family became 
close friends with neighbors 
and at the urging of Nancy 
Brown (a parishioner who 
Heather claims as her “second 
mom”) she became active in 
her faith, even making her 
First Communion when she 
was a senior in high school.

“Father Pohl was here at the 
time,” she remembers, “and 
he did my First Confession. 
When time came for my First 
Communion, I begged him not 
to say my name,” she laughs.

This fall, Heather along 
with recruited catechists and 
volunteers, will restart the 
elementary grade classes at 
the parish, meeting in the hall 
adjacent to the church. She’s 

quick to credit the support of 
Father Stephan Philip, MSFS 
and all those who have gone 
before her paving the way. 

And she can’t stop gushing 
about the joy she’s re-

ceived from diving into 
her faith. 

“It’s all just so 
inspiring — I love 
it. I need it like I 
need air!”

And even though 
a lifelong Catholic, 

she only recently 
realized the wealth of 

information found in the 
Catechism when it came to 

her scripture study.
“Every time you listen or 

read the Word you can get 
something new,” she says. 

One source that helped her 
explore her study of scripture 
was the Catechism — check-
ing the cross-references that 
help to explain a passage. 

Heather’s hopeful the  
religious ed program will  
get off to a good start and  
will continue to grow. And  
she knows it’s not her alone 
doing the work.

“When our students come 
to CCD they’re not coming to 
spend time with me or their 
teachers — they’re having a 
meeting with the Holy Spirit. 
We’re just the speaker.”

When asked how she would 
inspire others to volunteer 
and pass along their faith, she 
offers this advice:

“He doesn’t call the perfect 
but the people who are willing 
to hear and are humbled to 
witness. I’m humbled to do it 
— it’s such a wonderful gift.” 

“ I T ’ S  S O  A W E S O M E  — 
C A N  W E  T E L L  P E O P L E 
A B O U T  T H I S ? ! ”

the years as she raised her 
three children — now young 
adults — felt a stirring in her 
heart to get the program up 
and running again.

“I’ve lived here my entire 
life, and St. Cyril’s is my 
home, my family,” she says. 
“You really have those call-
ings in your heart you can’t 
ignore — as it’s written in the 
Bible, ‘he calls us first.’”

For Heather, learning about 
her Catholic faith is not a new 
venture. In addition to being 
a catechist, she’s attended the 
diocesan annual catechetical 
conferences and participated 
in her parish’s women’s group 
studies. She even has notes 
from a talk the late Bishop 
James Murray gave years 
ago. And her enthusiasm 
is evident as she recalls, “I 
remember how everything he 
said was so amazing that I just 

That was Heather Hicks’ 
question after learning about 
the online faith formation 
courses offered through the 
diocese’s Institute of Mission-
ary Discipleship (IMD). The 
newly appointed Director of 
Religious Education for St. 
Cyril Parish, Nashville, was 
embarking on completing 
her catechist certification 
and was enthralled with the 
online courses, which are 
offered through a partnership 
with Franciscan University of 
Steubenville.

“It’s a goldmine,” she 
exclaims when talking about 
her newly started DRE track 
of courses. Heather was so 
taken with the explanation 
of Salvation History that she 
decided to make it her front 
and center bulletin board. 

“I want to show the salva-
tion story,” she explains, so 
anyone coming upon it will 
know, “he loves you and he 
wants you back.”

St. Cyril’s is like many par-
ishes in the diocese that are 
restarting religious education 
classes after a temporary 
hiatus brought on by the 
pandemic. Heather, who had 
been a catechist throughout 

B Y  V I C T O R I A  C E S S N A

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. — Mt 28:19-20

LEARNING THE FAITH 
TO SPREAD THE FAITH

FA I T H  L E A D E R  S P O T L I G H T: 

“Now, in a few short courses 
we are able to get a clear 

understanding of what our faith 
is and what it means; and how 

eternally loved we are. What an 
immense gift. I am reminded of 

how rich we are as a community, 
to have such treasures here at 

our fingertips.”

— Heather Hicks, Director of Religious 
Education, St Cyril Parish, Nashville

CHECK OUT 
www.imdisciple.com 
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need laypeople who take risks, who get their hands dirty, who 
go forward. We need laypeople with a vision of the future not 
confined to the little things of life. The Church needs laypeople 
who ‘dare to dream.’ ” (Pope Francis to the Pontifical Council 
for the Laity, June 2016)

From my perspective, I want to encourage you, dear 
members of the lay faithful, to be actively engaged 

not only in the practice of your faith, but also in the 
courageous witness to our faith in the ways you live 
your lives in the midst of this challenging world. 
We need to make sure we are motivated by Gospel 
values to challenge the ways of the world, rather 

than by confusing our faith with any particular 
political agenda. We must advance the Kingdom of 

God which Jesus established, and which He entrusted to 
His Church to promote.

Therefore, during this “Year of Priestly Spiritual Renewal and 
Prayer for Vocations,” I ask you not only to pray for our priests, 
but I also strongly encourage you to open your hearts to the 
Holy Spirit’s promptings for your own spiritual renewal during 
this special year.

In particular, I humbly ask that you consider the following 
suggestions:

P A S T O R A L  L E T T E R

BEHOLD,
Bishop Bradley releases latest pastoral letter; 
declares diocesan year focused on renewal

I Am Making
All Things New

IN HIS LATEST PASTORAL LETTER, Bishop Bradley announces the creation of the diocesan Year of 
Priestly Spiritual Renewal and Prayer for Vocations, which will be observed beginning on the Birthday of Our 
Blessed Mother, Sept. 8, 2022, and continue through to Pentecost, May 28, 2023, the birthday of the Church. 
Following is an excerpt, in which Bishop Bradley invites the participation of the lay faithful. 

Dear Sisters and  
Brothers in Christ:

Though this “Year of Priestly Spiritual Renewal and Prayer 
for Vocations” begins with a focus on our priests, that will not 
be possible without your prayerful support.

I also want to remind you of the unique and special 
role that belongs to you, though distinct from that of 
our ordained priests, but equally important. This 
special role flows from the sacrament of baptism, 
which unites all of us into the Body of Christ. The 
Vatican Council “Decree on the Apostolate of Lay 
People” puts it succinctly and clearly:

“The laity are made to share in the priestly, 
prophetical and kingly office of Christ; they have 
therefore, in the Church and in the world, their own 
assignment in the mission of the whole People of God.” The de-
cree continues: “The characteristic of the lay state being a life 
led in the midst of the world and of secular affairs, laypeople 
are called by God to make of their apostolate, through the vigor 
of their Christian spirit, a leaven in the world” (#2).

Pope Francis, put it like this: “We need well-formed lay-
people, animated by a sincere and clear faith whose life has 
been touched by the personal and merciful love of Jesus. We 

BEHOLD,BEHOLD,
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PRIESTS WILL BE: Being Made New in God’s  
Redeeming Love

Heart of Christ, renew Your priests  
in Your love.

Help them to devote themselves more 
deeply to building up Your Body,  

the Church,

so that we may all become one in You, 
our life and love.

Let Your Holy Spirit rekindle the “fire of 
your love” within our priests.

Help them to “set the world on fire”

through the faithful practice of  
their priestly ministry.

May we support and encourage our priests 
with our prayer as they strive to be good, 

holy, compassionate, and inspiring

priests for us who are entrusted to their 
care. May we grow to be faithful and joyful 
witnesses to Your presence in our world.

With your Word of blessing, help all our 
families to encourage each other to respond 

to Your invitation to “Follow Me” in our 
unique vocations. Help many more young 

men respond to Your call

to serve Your Church in priestly  
ministry for our diocese.

Loving and merciful God, since the 
beginning of time, You have been  

“making all things new.”

Call our world back to You. Deepen our 
faith. Renew our priests.

And guide our entire diocese, priests and 
people, through this life, and into the 

everlasting life of heaven.

May we proclaim with all our hearts: “You 
are my Lord and my God,” as You renew us 

in Your life-giving love, now and forever.

Amen. 

DAILY
Praying the special 
custom prayer for 

priests for this year

WEEKLY
increasing 

opportunity 
for Eucharistic 
Adoration in  
the parishes

MONTHLY
Meeting with their 

fellow priests in the 
diocese

ANNUALLY
Participating in a 

Convocation and a 
five-day retreat

DAILY
Please pray for all our priests, 

especially those in your parish 
who are providing for your own 
pastoral and sacramental care.

WEEKLY
Please consider actively partic-
ipating in the special times of 

Eucharistic Adoration provided 
by your parish to pray for your 

priests and for the general renew-
al of our faith as a diocese.

MONTHLY 
Be aware that your priests will be 
coming together with their broth-

ers in the deanery and/or the 
entire presbyterate for prayer and 

enrichment; please be patient 
in regard to the impact that may 
have on their availability during 

those times.

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
Please pray our priests will be 

spiritually renewed, and that the 
entire diocese will begin to also 
be renewed in faith. Please pray 
our young people will open their 
hearts to discern to which voca-
tion God may be calling them: 

married life, ordained ministry, 
consecrated religious life, or a 
committed single life. Please 
encourage your own family 

members to consider what God is 
asking of them as more important 

than which profession, career, 
or job might be more lucrative 

or materially successful. Please 
encourage young men to consider 

the possibility of priesthood for 
what God might be calling them 

to do here in our diocese.

FOR PRIESTS:  

The plan for the Year of Priestly Spiritual Renewal and Prayer for Vocations is 
rooted in prayer, the Eucharist and strengthening our fraternity among each 
other and with me (and at the appropriate time, my successor), in a true sense 
of what it means for us to be a presbyterate. We are praying to be renewed in 
our vocations, and to be better prepared to guide our people through these 
very challenging times we are all facing.

FOR THE LAY FAITHFUL:
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C O V E R  S T O R Y

DIRECTOR
VOCATIONS 
Meet our 
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It’s a seemingly quiet 
Saturday at the parish when 
I meet up with Father José in 
his office at St. Mary's Parish. 
He’s just come from a meeting 
with the parish catechists 
and was discussing some 
pre-Advent planning with his 
pastoral associate, Mary Kate 
Boyle, an ECHO intern from 
the University of Notre Dame. 

“Apart from the Sundays, 
the weeks look very different 
one week to the next,” says 
Fr. José when asked about his 
typical day

His week’s calendar may be 
filled with visiting the sick, 
counseling people, meeting 
with couples to prepare for 
marriage or with parents to 
prepare for a baptism, teach-
ing catechism or writing the 
Sunday homily. 

Add to that already lengthy 
to-do list are the responsibil-
ities of managing the parish’s 
building and grounds and 
paying the bills.

“People think we’re only 
doing spiritual things all the 
time,” he said. “I’ve hopped 
on the lawn mower when 

it’s been necessary and I’ve 
unclogged the toilet. We 
take care of the same things 
our people have to in their 
households.”

And sometimes those 
tasks tend to the 
dramatic such as 
wrestling a wild 
turkey?

“Yes!” laughs 
Fr. José as he 
recounts the 
incident. “That 
really happened. 
A wild turkey crashed 
through our parish office 
window. The poor thing was 
hiding under Mary Kate’s 
desk and at one point was 
flying around the office.”

Fortunately the lost 
bird was set on its way 
and survived the incident 
(unfortunately there’s no 
video). For Father, it was 
another great story that 
punctuates the daily life of a 
priest that is a mixture of the 
spiritual, the mundane and 
the unexpected.

“Really, bringing Christ to 
every aspect of life — that’s 

the great privilege we have 
as priests. We journey with 
our people at the most joyful 
moments of their lives and at 
the saddest.”

Juggling his many duties 
isn’t a burden, says Fr. 

José, who explains 
how his parishio-
ners are always 
ready to jump in 
and help.

“I don’t think 
I’ve ever witnessed 

a parish more willing 
to host an event,” he 

laughs, noting that some-
times people linger so long at 
coffee and donuts he has to 
flicker the lights on and off.

“People have this sense 
that we’re unwelcoming — 
there’s nothing further from 
the truth,” Father jokes.

Part of that misconception 
may be due to the fact that 
Fr. José celebrates the Mass 
ad orientem (Latin for “to the 
East”) and also prefers to wear 
a cassock. He acknowledges 
people may have had bad 
experiences that lend to 
negative associations.

FAT H E R  J O S É  W O R K S  T O 
‘ B R I N G  C H R I S T  T O  E V E R Y 
A S P E C T  O F  L I F E ’

Father José 
AT A GLANCE: 

  Home Parish: 
St. Joseph Parish, 
Kalamazoo

  Pastoral Assignments: 
•  St. Joseph Parish, Battle Creek: 

Parochial Vicar, 2016-2019

•  Director of Vocations,  
2019 – present

•  St. Mary Parish, Kalamazoo, 
Pastor, April 2021 – present

•  Alma Mater: Sacred Heart  
Major Seminary, Detroit

  Book everyone 
should read:
The Introduction to the Devout 
Life by St. Francis de Sales

“The book details letters St. 
Francis wrote to a spiritual 
directee of his. All the things he 
gives us can be easily applicable 
to a priest, to a married person, 
to an elderly person. His direction 
and guidance is so accessible.” — 
Father José

T
he daily life of a priest may surprise you. If you’re Father José 
Haro, activities can range from celebrating Mass to unclogging 
a toilet to even contending with a wild turkey. In this diocesan 
“Year of Priestly Spiritual Renewal and Prayer for Vocations,” 
I caught up with Father José, the pastor of St. Mary Parish, 
Kalamazoo, and Director of Vocations for the Diocese to get a 
better glimpse into a day in the life of a priest.
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“One common misconcep-
tion some people may have 
is that those who attend the 
Latin Mass are stiff or have a 
holier-than-thou attitude,” he 
notes. “The way I look at it is 
like this. There are different 
spiritualities in the Church 
— such as the Carmelites or 
Benedictines — each one 
distinct with the same goal 
in mind: to bring people to 
Christ. I think you can apply 
that to the liturgy. There’s a 
preference on how people 
want to get closer to Christ.

that time, I wasn’t an altar 
server or lector or anything. It 
stayed with me that he must 
have seen something in me.

“And he never pushed me.”
Msgr. Mike did connect 

Father José to a spiritual di-
rector, and it was his parents 
who pushed his involvement 
in the parish’s youth group.

 He admits he was very re-
luctant at first, but, since the 
group was led by a friend of 
his parents, his not attending 
wasn’t an option. Luckily, 
that was true for his friends, 
as well, and the youth group 
activities became a pivotal 
moment in his discernment.

“Youth group helped me 
discern my vocation. So 
toward the end of junior year/
senior year — with help of my 
pastor and spiritual director 
— I thought, maybe I should 
take the next step. When I 
did this the fears in my heart 
went away.

Seminary proved to be a 

C O V E R  S T O R Y

“One of the stories my mom 
loves to tell is how when my 
cousins would rush to play 
video games after school, I 
would stop by the church and 
say ‘hi’ to all the saints.”

Father José, though an only 
child, never felt like one, he 
explains, because he was so 
close to his cousins — the very 
ones he would agree to play 
with only after they “played 
Mass” with him.

This gravitation to the 
priesthood started to dissi-
pate for Father José when he 
entered middle school, but 
it re-emerged with the help 
of his pastor, Msgr. Michael 
Hazard, and his enthusiastic 
youth group leader, Lydia 
McNamara.

“When I was a sophomore 
in high school, Msgr. Mike 
said to me, ‘Hey, have you 
ever thought about being a 
priest?’ His comment really 
struck me because I wasn’t 
that active in the parish at 

“ W H AT  I  L O V E  M O S T  A B O U T  T H I S 
R O L E  I S  W A L K I N G  W I T H  Y O U N G 
M E N  W H O  A R E  D I S C E R N I N G  T H E I R 
C A L L I N G ;  J U S T  P R AY I N G  W I T H  T H E M , 
G U I D I N G  T H E M  A N D  H E A R I N G  H O W 
G O D  I S  M O V I N G  I N  T H E I R  H E A R T S . ”

FATHER JOSÉ’S 
ROAD TO THE 
PRIESTHOOD

Father José was born in 
Guadalajara just a few hours 
away from Mexico City. He 
and his parents immigrated 
to the United States when he 
was just seven years old. They 
lived briefly in Texas before 
making their home in Kalam-
azoo, where members of his 
mother’s family lived.

Even as a young child Father 
José loved going to church.

Father José (center) is shown with the 2022 class of diocesan seminarians. Front row (from left): Adam Sprague, Biak “Paul” Thuantho, Bishop Paul Bradley, 
Hector Albeiro Saldarriaga Cadavid, Andrew Glotzbach; back row: Matthew Harazin, Andrew Schmidt, Logan Scott, and Deacon Jack Pfeiffer.
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great experience for Father 
José, who spent eight years 
at the Detroit-based Sacred 
Heart Major Seminary, first in 
college and then finishing his 
theology degree.

“I have to say seminary was 
a great time in my life — I 
wouldn’t trade it for anything.”

FROM SEMINARIAN 
TO VOCATIONS 
DIRECTOR

Father José’s love of the 
seminary was something 
that came in handy when 
he was appointed by Bishop 
Bradley in 2019 as Director  
of Vocations.

“My part as vocations 
director is an extension of the 
bishop’s role,” he explains. 
“Just as he has eternal care of 
the diocese, I am acting as the 
seminarians’ father, helping 
them along the way to encour-
age, support and sometimes 
correct them as necessary.”

Drawing on his own expe-
riences can be helpful. While 
he loved his time at Sacred 
Heart, he does admit he felt 
disconnected to his diocesan 
home at times, having spent 
his formation in the Archdio-
cese of Detroit. It’s strength-
ening that connection 
between the seminarians and 
the diocese that was actually 
helped by the pandemic.

During the early days 
of the pandemic in 2020, 
Sacred Heart moved to online 
learning like many other 
academic institutions. The 
seminarians came to live with 
Father José and Msgr. Osborn 
at South Street House in 
Kalamazoo while continuing 
their studies.

“I really appreciated this 
opportunity,” remembers 
Father José. “What I love most 
about this role is walking with 
young men who are discern-

ing their calling; just praying 
with them, guiding them and 
hearing how God is moving in 
their hearts.

“[Being together] was really 
a bonding experience for the 
seminarians,” notes Father 
José. “It helped them feel  
like brothers.”

TOMORROW’S 
PRIESTS

Guiding the seminarians 
is one part of the vocation 
director’s job, but being on the 
lookout and praying for those 
who may be in the contempla-
tion stage is another.

Father José is accomplishing 
this by the house of discern-
ment at St. Mary’s and also 
enlisting groups of parishioners 
to be engaged in the effort.

“St Mary’s rectory has been 
renamed the St. John Vianney 
House of Discernment and is 
open to young men who are 
seriously discerning a call to 
the priesthood.”

And last year Father 
José started the Vocations 
Apostolate Teams providing 
professional training for lay 
people actively involved in 
promoting vocations.

“These folks are a supportive 
group to the parish priest in 
organizing local vocations 
events/discernment dinners/
holy hours and also a group 
that is praying for an increase 
in vocations very intentionally.”

Currently, there are about 15 
parishes that have a team, and 
Father José’s goal is to have one 
in each of the 59 parishes.

As both a priest and a voca-
tions director, Fr. José finds 
himself squarely at the center 
of the diocesan year of renewal. 
And his hopes for the year: "to 
do whatever we need to do to 
strengthen our love for Christ, 
our priesthood, and Christ’s 
Holy People. 

Photo by John Grap

Grandmother, Petra Mejia, left, and mom 
Ofelia Haro, at Father's Ordination. 

Photo by John Grap
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F E A T U R E  S T O R Y

Be an 

•  Abortion at any time in pregnancy for any reason.

•  Children to undergo abortion or sterilizing transgender 
procedures without their parents' consent.

•  Elimination of the state's partial-birth abortion ban 
and late-term abortion ban.

•  Anyone to perform an abortion — even those without a 
medical license

•  Abortion providers to be shielded from consequences 
for injuring or killing women.

•  Elimination of all current health and safety regulations 
on abortion clinics.

• How would this change Michigan's abortion law?
•  Michigan's existing pre-Roe law prohibits abortion 

except to save the mother's life in addition to numerous 
other laws that regulate abortion. Under this amend-
ment, all those laws would be revoked, and it would be 
nearly impossible for the Legislature to pass any laws to 
regulate abortion and protect women and children. 

• Why is this amendment being proposed?
•  This proposal was launched in anticipation that the U.S. 

Supreme Court would strike down Roe. The Supreme 
Court ruling allowed abortion regulation to return to in-
dividual state legislatures to decide, yet this amendment 
would take that power away from the Legislature by lock-
ing unlimited abortion access into the state constitution.

•  How would passing this amendment compare to when  
Roe v Wade was in effect?
•  This amendment would take Michigan far beyond what 

was allowed for abortion under Roe. In the half century 
since Roe, dozens of laws have been passed to regulate 
abortion. Under this amendment, those protections 
would be gone, and abortion would essentially be unre-
stricted and unregulated.

What You 
Need to 
Know About 
Proposal 3

The proposal would allow:

1  FCFC, No. 13
2 Second Vatican Council, 
Gaudium et Spes, no. 43, as 
cited in Faithful Citizenship
3 FCFC No. 14
4 FCFC No. 58

voter
informed 

Michigan ballot proposal seeks 
to enshrine abortion access in 
the state constitution

As Catholics, we are obligated to live out 
faithful citizenship. Our bishops tell us 
“responsible citizenship is a virtue, and 
participation in political life is a moral 
obligation.” 1

But what does faithful citizenship mean? 
The Church has said the lay faithful “are 
not only bound to penetrate the world 
with a Christian spirit but are also called to 
be witnesses to Christ in all things in the 
midst of human society.” 2 

That includes participating in political 
life, and for most people, that means exer-
cising the right to vote. With the Novem-
ber election approaching, we encourage all 
Catholics to be “guided more by our moral 
convictions than by our attachment to a 
political party or interest group” 3 when 
discerning their choices to vote. 

The Church is nonpartisan and does 
not focus on party affiliation, ideology, 
economics or other factors some may con-
sider in voting. Instead, “our cause is the 
defense of human life and dignity and the 
protection of the weak and vulnerable.” 4

Michigan voters are being asked to 
allow unregulated, unrestricted abortion 
throughout all of pregnancy to be perma-
nently locked into our state constitution.

Proposal 3 
At a Glance 
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Editor’s note: this information is courtesy of Michigan Catholic Conference, FOCUS publication. For more information visit: www.micatholic.org 

•  How late into pregnancy would an abortion be  
allowed under this amendment?
 •  The amendment would allow for abortions all throughout 

pregnancy. The amendment appears to allow a ban on 
late-term abortions, but provides an exception based on the 
mother's physical and mental health. That means a late-
term abortion could be justified for almost any reason.

•  How would Michigan compare to other states  
if this amendment passed?
 •  According to the pro-abortion Guttmacher Institute, 

Michigan is one of 36 states that require parental involve-
ment in their child's decision to have an abortion, one of 
32 states requiring abortions be performed by a licensed 
physician, and one of 43 states that prohibit abortion after 
a specified point in pregnancy. 

•   Under Proposal 3, Michigan would no longer require paren-
tal consent, that physicians perform abortions, or a limit 
to when an abortion can happen in a pregnancy, putting 
Michigan in the minority of states in all three categories.

Laws 
Affected 

by Abortion 
Amendment

Because Proposal 3 seeks to create 
a constitutional "right" to "repro-
ductive freedom," this amendment 
could have negative implications for 
dozens of state laws protecting life 
and regulating abortion. 

Below are examples of laws that 
could be revoked or limited if Pro-
posal 3 were to pass:

•  Increased penalties for later-term abortions 
when babies are fully formed.

•  Law requiring babies born alive during an 
abortion be protected and cared for.

•  Conscience rights of hospitals and doctors 
who decline to take unborn human life.

•  Ban on taxpayer-funded Medicaid dollars to 
pay for abortions.

•  Ban on school employees from helping a 
child obtain an abortion.

•  Informed consent provisions for an abor-
tion, such as a 24-hour waiting period, 
information on fetal development and abor-
tion procedures, and ultrasound viewing.

• Respectful disposal of fetal remains.

•  Reporting of dead body by medical examin-
er, including those who died from attempt-
ed abortion.

Ballot Amendment Summary
The following language is what voters will read about Proposal 3 

on their November 8 General Election ballot. 

"Constitutional Amendment to: establish new individual right to repro-
ductive freedom, including right to make and carry out all decisions 
about pregnancy, such as prenatal care, childbirth, postpartum care, 
contraception, sterilization, abortion, miscarriage management, and 
infertility; allow state to prohibit abortion after fetal viability unless 
needed to protect a patient’s life or physical or mental health; forbid 
state discrimination in enforcement of this right; prohibit prosecution of 
an individual, or a person helping a pregnant individual, for exercising 
rights established by this amendment; and invalidating all state laws 
that conflict with this amendment."

Ballot Proposal Language
The following language is what supporters of Proposal 3 

are seeking to place in the Michigan Constitution. 

(1) Every individual has a fundamental right to reproductive freedom, 
which entails the right to make and effectuate decisions about all 
matters relating to pregnancy, including but not limited to prenatal care, 
childbirth, postpartum care, contraception, sterilization, abortion care, 
miscarriage management, and infertility care. 

An individual’s right to reproductive freedom shall not be denied, 
burdened, nor infringed upon unless justified by a compelling state 
interest achieved by the least restrictive means. 

Notwithstanding the above, the state may regulate the provision of 
abortion care after fetal viability, provided that in no circumstance shall 
the state prohibit an abortion that, in the professional judgement of an 
attending health care professional, is medically indicated to protect the 
life or physical or mental health of the pregnant individual. 

(2) The state shall not discriminate in the protection or enforcement of 
this fundamental right.

(3) The state shall not penalize, prosecute, or otherwise take adverse 
action against an individual based on their actual, potential, perceived, 
or alleged pregnancy outcomes, including but not limited to miscar-
riage, stillbirth, or abortion. Nor shall the state penalize, prosecute, or 
otherwise take adverse action against someone for aiding or assisting 
a pregnant individual in exercising their right to reproductive freedom 
with their voluntary consent. 

(4) For the purposes of this section: 
A state interest is “compelling” only if it is for the limited purpose of 
protecting the health of an individual seeking care, consistent with ac-
cepted clinical standards of practice and evidence based medicine, and 
does not infringe on that individual’s autonomous decision-making. 

“Fetal viability” means: the point in pregnancy when, in the profes-
sional judgment of an attending health care professional and based on 
the particular facts of the case, there is a significant likelihood of the 
fetus’s sustained survival outside the uterus without the application of 
extraordinary medical measures. 

(5) This section shall be self-executing. Any provision of this section held 
invalid shall be severable from the remaining portions of this section. 
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Lending our voices to the 

Synod on Synodality

Synodal Listening Sessions 

Strengthen Catholic  
School Community

Diocesan 
and region 

reports  
finalized

The diocesan phase of Pope Francis’ 
Synod on Synodality was recently com-
pleted. The Diocese of Kalamazoo’s report 
(available in both English and Spanish) 
includes participants’ input on a variety of 
topics from communication to liturgical 
expressions. More than 500 participants 

attended the 50 listening sessions that were held throughout the 
diocese from January through May this past year. 

In an introductory letter to the report, Bishop Bradley re-
minded the faithful about what the report represents. 

“The 10-page document, which follows the format requested 
by the USCCB, represents a synthesis of the feedback from those 
who participated in a session and who contributed their input 
by completing an online survey. It is important for the reader to 
also keep in mind that this document’s contents represent the 
opinions, insights, thoughts, hopes for the Church of the partici-
pants, but it does not reflect the official mind of the Church. This 
report does not reflect any changes in current Church teaching.

What happens next in the Synodal process will be for us to 
send our diocesan Synod Report to the USCCB, which, in turn, 
will create a synthesized report of all U.S. dioceses. Likewise, 
Conferences throughout the world will be doing the same from 
their respective dioceses. These reports will be sent to the Vati-
can and will be used by those working on the Synod to discern 
where and what the Holy Spirit is saying in preparation for 
discussion at the worldwide Synod of Bishops in 2024.”

Following is an excerpt from the diocesan report:
Welcoming is how a parish culture should express itself. Almost 

all desire their parishes to be places of welcoming, belonging, 
and healing. This requires a new effort: to adjust to the culture of 
the visitor, the potential new member, and the newly initiated. 
Welcoming may have to overcome fears. To be universal, catholic 
in that sense, we have to see everyone through eyes of faith. 

For more information visit www.diokzoo.org/synod 
and www.diokzoo.org/sinodo

When Pope Francis 
announced the Synod on 
Synodality, the diocesan 
Office of Schools jumped 
at the chance to engage its 
more than 2,400 students 
in the process. 

“The Synod on Synod-
ality is all about remem-
bering that we are all brothers and sisters in 
communion with each other through the gift of our baptism,” 
says Margaret Erich, Superintendent of the Catholic Schools in 
the Diocese of Kalamazoo. “Through the time of reflection and 
dialogue these synod listening sessions provided in our schools, 
we focused on equipping students with the skills necessary to be 
good listeners, not only to each other but also to the Holy Spirit. 
The experience has also been a tremendous reinforcement of 
our connection to our Holy Father as well.”

While every school followed a similar agenda to these ses-
sions, beginning and ending in prayer, with discussions based 
on themes and 
core questions, 
the journey 
through these 
sessions was able 
to be individual-
ized to meet the unique needs of each school community.

Some schools spread the sessions out throughout the year, 
while some, like St. Augustine Cathedral School in Kalamazoo, 
connected the synod sessions with the 2022 Catholic Schools 
Week efforts this past January and spent 10-15 minutes every 
day reflecting on discussion questions presented in the NCEA 
listening session guide. 

Comments from students during these synod reflection dis-
cussions included insights like: 
“It’s hard to be a good listener because you don’t always agree 
with what the other person says, you think your idea is right and 
don’t want to hear another viewpoint.” – from a seventh grader

And a sixth grader said “Temptation can take over sometimes 
and peer pressure can also cause us to not listen.”

For teachers in the Diocese of Kalamazoo, these questions 
served as another way to reinforce the community of their class-
rooms, and was a great exercise to demonstrate to students how 
we are all brothers and sisters in our larger Church. 

“The synod provided our schools a way to demonstrate to our 
young people that their voices do matter, that their kindness is 
seen, and that we are all called to be part of something much big-
ger than ourselves,” says Erich. “We look forward to seeing what 
fruits come from this renewed focus on listening to each other.” 

S A R A H  D E M O T T 
Associate Director 
of the Secretariat of 
Communications 
and Public Affairs, 
sdemott@diokzoo.org
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H I S P A N I C  M I N I S T R Y

Jesus, 
teacher 

of our life

B Y  M I S S I O N A R Y  S I S T E R S 
S E R VA N T S  O F  T H E  D I V I N E  S P I R I T

“And Jesus went around all 
of Galilee, teaching in their 

synagogues, proclaiming 
the gospel of the kingdom, 

and curing every disease 
and illness among the 

people.” - Matthew 4:23

When I think of Jesus the Teacher, his life itinerary comes to 
mind. First a Jesus who grew up, experimented and learned as a 
man in the midst of the environment that surrounded him along 
with his fellow countrymen, with his parents, neighbors and peo-
ple he got to know; a Jesus who lived his essence of God, who let 
himself be illuminated by his Father and who took time during 
the day to pray. As a Man, he received the strength given by the 
Spirit to live not only to teach, but at the same time to learn, that 
is, a God who in his very being shows us the double dynamic that 
formation has, teaching and learning. These two components of 
his life made him the Teacher who spoke with authority, as the 
people proclaimed him.

If we stop at the word teacher, we can imagine a person who 
transmits acquired knowledge through many ways. But when we 
meet with, and in Jesus the Teacher, we will have an experience 
not only of teaching but of love; we will find not only a teacher 
of a certain moment in life but the One who accompanies us 
throughout all of our life. Jesus is a Teacher different from any 
teacher because he chooses his disciples (Mark 3:14-15), heals them 
in love and forms them (John 13:34-35), accompanies them and at 
the same time sends them off (Mark 6:30), knows of their weak-
nesses (John 15:16-19), but at the same time trusts them (Luke 10:19-21). 
Jesus has a concrete message to teach and to be understood: He 
uses the example; the example of His life and things of our daily 
living. He does not aspire to be praised or held as the greatest. He 
is the truth and he teaches it simply and radically.

In Jesus the teacher we find God who educates in a pedagog-

ically interesting way, contrary to the teachings of his time and 
his doctrine was always about love, the Father, the Kingdom, 
compassion, etc., and he did not only teach with parables and 
words, but his life reflected what he said and his works taught 
a new doctrine, that of compassion. He came into the world to 
teach us to love and to call God: “Father” (Lk 11:1-4).

Jesus the Teacher is creative, open to listening, observant and 
available; His entire life was a total dedication to those the Father 
entrusted to him to teach. He teaches us to discover our difficul-
ties but also our abilities.

We can, then, let Jesus as Teacher be the one who teaches us 
beyond the words. Let his pedagogy, simple to understand and 
opened to love, captivate us and challenge us on a true path of 
faith; Let us give the opportunity for Jesus the Teacher to become 
one with us that as Christians we are called daily to continuous 
learning, and at the same time without fear ... because although 
we do not understand Him, He understands us. He does not de-
spair because of our lack of learning because he gave us freedom 
but with every detail in our lives, he continues to be a persistent 
Teacher who what he wants most is for us to be one (John 17:21-23).

Let us pray to Jesus the Teacher, asking him that the 
teaching he gave us from the announcement of his birth to his 
glorification reveals to us the way to be happy fulfilling the will  
of the Father.

Jesus continues to teach because he is alive and wants to teach 
you the secrets of his heart. Do not be afraid and let yourself be 
guided by the Holy Spirit to enter in Him. 
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H I S P A N I C  M I N I S T R Y

Jesús, maestro 
de nuestra vida

P O R  H E R M A N A S  M I S I O N E R A S 
S I E R VA S  D E L  D I V I N O  E S P Í R I T U

“Y Jesús iba por toda Galilea, enseñando en 
sus sinagogas y proclamando el evangelio 
del reino, y sanando toda enfermedad y toda 
dolencia en el pueblo”.  — Mateo 4,23

Cuando pienso en Jesús Maestro se viene a mi mente su 
itinerario de vida. Primero un Jesús que creció, experimento 
y aprendió cómo hombre en medio del ambiente que lo rodeo 
con sus compatriotas, con sus Padres, Vecinos y Persona que 
fue conociendo; un Jesús que vivió su esencia de Dios, que se 
dejó iluminar por su Padre y tomaba momentos del día para 
orar. Como Hombre recibía la fuerza dada del Espíritu para vivir 
no solo enseñando, sino a la vez aprendiendo, es decir, un Dios 
que en su mismo ser nos muestra la doble dinámica que tiene 
la formación, enseñar y aprender. Estos dos componentes de su 
vida lo convirtieron en el Maestro que hablaba con autoridad, 
como el pueblo lo proclamó. 

Si nos detenemos en la palabra maestro podemos imaginar 
a una persona que transmite un conocimiento adquirido a 
través de muchas maneras. Pero al encontrarnos con y en Jesús 
Maestro tendremos una experiencia no solo de enseñanza sino 
de amor; encontraremos no solo un profesor de un momento 
determinado de la vida sino Al que acompaña toda la vida. 
Jesús es un Maestro diferente a 
cualquier maestro porque elige 
a sus discípulos (Marcos 3, 14-15), 
los sana en el amor y los forma 
(Juan 13,34-35), los acompaña y a 
la vez los envía (Marcos 6,30), sabe 
de sus debilidades (Juan 15,16-19), 
más a la vez confía en ellos 
(Lucas 10,19-21). Jesús tiene un 
mensaje concreto para enseñar 
y para ser comprendido: utiliza 
el ejemplo; el ejemplo de su 
vida y de cosas del diario vivir. 
No pretende ser elogiado o 
tenido como el más grande. Él 
es la verdad y la enseña con 
sencillez y radicalidad.

En Jesús maestro 
encontramos a Dios que 
educa de una manera 
pedagógicamente interesante, 
contraria a la enseñanza de su 
tiempo y su doctrina siempre 

fue sobre el amor, el Padre, el Reino, la compasión, etc., y no solo 
enseñaba con parábolas y palabras, sino que su vida reflejaba 
lo que decía y sus obras enseñaron una doctrina nueva, la de la 
compasión. Vino al mundo para enseñarnos a amar y a llamar a 
Dios: “Padre” (Lc 11:1-4).

Jesús Maestro es creativo, abierto a la escucha, observante 
y disponible; toda su vida fue una entrega total por aquellos 
que el Padre le encomendó que les enseñará. ÉL nos enseña 
a descubrir nuestras dificultades pero también nuestras 
capacidades.

Podemos, entonces, Dejar que Jesús como Maestro sea quien 
nos enseña más allá de las palabras. Dejar que su pedagogía 
sencilla de entender y abierta al amor nos cautive y nos rete 
en un verdadero camino de Fe; Demos la Oportunidad a que 
Jesús el Maestro se haga uno con nosotros que como Cristianos 
estamos diariamente llamados a un continuo aprendizaje, y 
a la vez sin miedo … ya que cuando no lo comprendemos, Él 
nos comprende. No se desespera por nuestro poco aprendizaje 
porque nos dio libertad, pero sigue siendo con cada detalle en 
nuestra vida un Maestro persistente que lo que más quiere es 
que seamos UNO (Juan 17,21-23).

Oremos a Jesús Maestro pidiéndole que la enseña que nos dio 
desde el anuncio de su nacimiento hasta su glorificación nos 
revele el modo de ser feliz cumpliendo la voluntad del Padre.

Jesús sigue enseñando porque está vivo y quiere enseñarte 
los secretos de su corazón. No tengas miedo y déjate guiar por el 
Espíritu Santo para entrar en Él. 
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This year’s two distinguished honorees of the Bishop Paul V. Donovan Founder’s Society Award 
for Outstanding service are Msgr. Michael Hazard, Vicar General and hospital chaplain, and 
Margaret Mary (Peggy) Gallagher, retired religious education director of St. Joseph Parish, 
St. Joseph. Honorees are chosen who exemplify tireless service in the name of Jesus and who 
reflect a love for God through service to the Catholic Church and the members of the Body of 
Christ. The 2022 recipients were honored during the Feast of St. Augustine Mass on Aug. 28, 
2022, at St. Augustine Cathedral, Kalamazoo. 

Bishop Paul J. Bradley 
highlighted the 2022 recipients’ 
impressive and selfless com-
mitment to the Church.

“Both Msgr. Mike and Peggy 
exemplify the motto of Bishop 
Donovan, ‘to serve rather than 
be served’,” said Bishop Paul J. 
Bradley. “Msgr. Mike has the 
distinction of being the second 
man ordained to the priest-
hood for the newly founded 
diocese and has modeled 
the love of Jesus in the many 
parishes he has served and in a 
special way through his pasto-
ral care for the Hispanic/Latino 
community. Currently, Msgr. 
Mike continues his ministry, 
even in retirement, to the sick 
and suffering as Chaplain to 
Ascension Borgess Hospital. 

“Peggy’s selfless commit-
ment to her Catholic faith and 
Church has borne the fruit of 
her labors with hundreds of 

Msgr. Michael Hazard and 
Peggy Gallagher awarded 
the 2022 Bishop Paul V 
Donovan Founder’s Award 
for Service

instrumental in establishing a 
sister diocese relationship with 
the Diocese of Lodwar, Kenya. 
He is currently the Chaplain for 
Ascension Borgess Hospital, 
Kalamazoo.
 

 Mrs. Margaret Mary  
(Peggy) Gallagher, St. Joseph 
Parish, St. Joseph, parishioner, 
is recognized for her more 
than 30 years of service to the 
Church. Peggy worked as the 
Director of Sacramental Prepa-
ration and Religious Education 
for St. Joseph Parish from 1985 
to 2012 (and also simultaneous-
ly for Ss. John/Bernard Parish 
for nine years). During her 
tenure, she estimates more than 
800 people came into the Cath-
olic Church through the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) program. In addition, 
Peggy taught music at Our Lady 
of the Lake Catholic School (for-
merly Lake Michigan Catholic). 
Her husband, Deacon Michael 
Gallagher, was ordained to 
the diaconate in 1999. She was 
elected to the board of the 
National Diaconate Institute for 
Continuing Education (NDICE) 
representing all deacon wives 
from the United States for a 
four-year term. Additionally, 
she has shared in ministry work 
with her husband visiting the 
sick and the homebound. 

BISHOP PAUL V. DONOVAN FOUNDER’S 
SOCIETY AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE

people being brought into the 
Church, through her teaching 
music in the local Catholic 
grade school, and in her volun-
teer service to various teaching 
and parish ministries. She 
exemplifies the true spirit of 
being a missionary disciple.

“I am honored to recognize 
these two outstanding indi-
viduals who have used their 
gifts and talents for the glory 
of God and the good of helping 
to build up the Church in the 
Diocese of Kalamazoo.”

 Msgr. Michael Hazard, 
grew up in Kalamazoo with 
St. Joseph Parish as his home 
parish — one that he would 
later be appointed as pastor. He 
was ordained on April 15,1972, 
and became the second priest 
ordained for the newly formed 
diocese. During his 50 years of 
priestly ministry, Msgr. Hazard 

has provided pastoral care to a 
number of parishes through-
out the nine counties of the 
diocese, most notably for 30 
years as the pastor of St. Joseph 
Parish, Kalamazoo. He was 
one of the first English-speak-
ing priests to formally study 
Spanish so as to provide 
pastoral care for the Hispanic/
Latino community.  He was 

This prestigious award, which was es-
tablished in 2021 on the diocese’s 50th 
anniversary, honors the legacy of Bishop 
Paul Vincent Donovan who served as the 
first Shepherd of the Diocese from July 
21, 1971, until his retirement in January, 
1995. He chose as his Episcopal Motto: 
“To serve rather than be served.” (Mt 20:28)

Past honorees include Sir Michael 
Emmons and Sister Betty Veenhuis who 
received the award in 2021. 

DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE AWARD

Two honored with
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DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO and Fr. Robert Creagan present...  
Greece: In the Footsteps of Paul the Apostle

with optional 3-night journey to Rome Post Tour Extension

September 12 – 22, 2023

Informational meeting:  
LaCantina Ristorante,  

Paw Paw, MI  
at 6 pm, Wednesday,  

November 2, 2022

For more information and/or to RSVP. 
Contact: Donna at (269) 657-5529   

Sea Land Air Travel Services Inc.  
email: info@sealandairtravel.com

340 East Michigan Ave.  — downtown Kalamazoo 
Mon-Fri: 9 am – 6 pm • Sat: 10 am – 4 pm • Phone: 269.553.0482 

www.newmansbookshoppe.com  
Free parking in front of the store on both sides of Michigan Ave.

Stop in and shop our great gift selection, find the  
perfect Christmas gifts for children and adults!

Books • Movies • Music  
• Statues • Crucifixes  

• Artwork 
• Jewelry • Cards  

• Games • Puzzles  
• Advent wreathes

Shop local for the Christmas season

 Your legacy gift helps ensure that our local Church and its many  
ministries will continue to flourish and serve for generations to come.  

The Foundation welcomes outright gifts of cash, securities,  
and other marketable assets. Donors who make their gifts during  

their lifetime enjoy the benefit of witnessing the immediate results of  
their generosity, along with the peace of mind in knowing their gift 

 will continue to provide financial support in the future.  
Our team is ready to assist you in maximizing your  

charitable and spiritual goals. 

Share Jesus’ gospel message and help  

build God’s kingdom here on earth 

through a legacy gift to the  
 

CATHOLIC FOUNDATION  
of  Southwestern Michigan

 Discover more and create you legacy today • cfswm.org • 269-349-8714

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO
215 N. Westnedge Ave. • Kalamazoo, MI 49007



L O C A L  N E W S

Bishop Bradley Calls Men for the Permanent Diaconate
Informational Meetings Scheduled for October

The Permanent Diaconate Program for the Diocese of Kalamazoo is currently recruiting 
men who are discerning a vocation to the diaconate. Married or single men (older than 33 
and less than 60 years of age) who are discerning a vocation to the permanent diaconate 
are eligible to apply to the program.  Interested candidates to the program should speak 
with their pastors first about their vocation and interest in the permanent diaconate.  The 
pastor will recommend them to the Bishop and the director of the program.  After talking 
to their pastor, they can get additional information by attending one of three bilingual 
(English/Spanish) informational sessions:  Wednesday, Oct. 19, 2022, at 6 p.m. at the St. 
Augustine Crowley Center in Kalamazoo; Sunday, Nov. 20, 2022, at 3 p.m. at Immaculate 
Conception Church in Hartford; and Wednesday, Jan. 18, 2023, at 6 p.m. at the St. Augus-
tine Crowley Center in Kalamazoo.  Father German Perez, Director of Deacon Formation, 
can be contacted at frgermanperez@gmail.com.  The criteria for men seeking this 
vocation can be found at diokzoo.org/deacon-formation.

Bread of Life honored as Lumen Christi 
award nominee

The Catholic Charities 
Diocese of Kalamazoo’s 
Bread of Life program was 
recently honored as 2022-
2023 Lumen Christi Award 
nominee. The awards are 
presented by Catholic 
Extension which assists 
mission dioceses with funding. Our program was selected 
as one of 40 nominees from around the country (including 
Guam and Puerto Rico). Lumen Christi Award nominees are 
people and organizations who “radiate and reveal the light 
of Christ present in the communities where they serve”.

The Bread of Life program started in March 2020, pro-
viding non-perishable items across our nine county service 
area. There are no income guidelines or restrictions to re-
ceive a box of food. Boxes include supplemental food items 
that change weekly (typically rice, beans, juice, soup, pasta, 
canned tomatoes/tomato sauce, canned vegetables/fruit, 
canned protein, and frozen protein as available). A box will 
feed a family of 1-3 individuals for approximately 4 days. To 
receive food — please call 269-910-3578. All food requests 
must be called in by Friday at 5pm to receive food for the 
following week.

50th Wedding 
Anniversary Mass with 
Bishop Bradley to be 
held October 30, 2022

Bishop Bradley will celebrate 
the annual 50th Wedding An-
niversary Mass on Sunday, Oc-
tober 30th, 2022 at 2 p.m. at St. 
Augustine Cathedral. If you or 
someone you know is celebrat-
ing 50 years of marriage anytime 
in 2022, we invite you to let your 
parish know, complete the form 
on our diocesan website, or mail 
us your information to receive a 
personal congratulatory certifi-
cate signed by Bishop Bradley.

L E A R N  M O R E 
information at diokzoo.org/

50th-anniversary. 

C O N TA C T 
Socorro Truchan, struchan@

diokzoo.org or call 269-349-8714

The Trauma Recovery Program begins 
new group this fall

The Trauma program of the Diocese of Kalamazoo will 
have an in-person 10-week group this fall.  The group will 
meet on Monday evenings from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. at St 
Thomas More Student Parish, from September 26 through 
November 28.  There is no cost to participate.  You may 
register by calling 269.459.2121 or sending an email with 
your name, phone number and email address to TRA@
TraumaRecoveryAssociates.com.  A staff member will 
contact you and set up an interview before the program.

 What happens in an interview? 
We collect information (including medical information 
and emergency contact info) talk about your history of 
trauma (to the extent that the participant wants), explain 
the program, our expectations of participants, and intro-
duce the Trauma Model that is used in the program.  It as 
an opportunity for potential participants to ask questions, 
express concerns;  and for TRA to assess whether the par-
ticipants is ready to participate in a group of this kind.

 What happens in a group? 
We pray, then review the content from the previous 
session, and discuss our homework;  then we present new 
content and introduce the homework for the following 
week, and end with prayer.

Photo by John Grap

Current class of 
deacon candidates 

at their Rite of 
Lector Mass, 

September 2021
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Thanks in part to a grant 
from Catholic Extension, the 
play Tolton: From Slave to 
Priest, will be offered in our 
diocese this fall. The play is 
a powerful new live produc-
tion based on the life of Fr. 
Augustus Tolton, the first 
African American priest. 
This compelling true story of 
courage, forgiveness and rec-
onciliation resonates deeply 
with modern American 

audiences. Bishop Joseph Perry of Chicago, postulator 
for Fr. Tolton’s canonization cause, is calling the play a 
production that will “inspire a new era of peace, hope 
and forgiveness in America.” The production runs 75 
minutes and is suitable for middle school age and up.

•  Friday, Oct. 21, 2022, at 2 p.m. (HCP students only)  
and 7 p.m. (public)

•  Saturday, Oct. 22, 2022, at 7 p.m. (public)   
Hackett Catholic Prep Auditorium,    
1000 West Kilgore Road, Kalamazoo, MI 49008

•  Sunday, Oct. 23, 2022 at 1 p.m. and 6 p.m., The Mendel 
Center, 1100 Yore Avenue, Benton Harbor, MI 49022

Admission will be $10. Suitable for Ages 10 and Up

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N :  St. Augustine Cathedral 
269-345-5147; frcreagan@stakalamazoo.org

About  Father Tolton: 
To characterize Fr. Augustus Tolton’s life as remark-

able is an understatement. He was born a slave on a 
Missouri farm in 1854, and his mother risked every-
thing to reach freedom in Illinois with her three small 
children. After settling in the town of Quincy, Illinois, 
the family continued to experience hardships and prej-
udice. In spite of this, he persevered in his deep desire 
to become a Catholic priest. When every seminary in 
the United States rejected him, Augustus did not give 
up, and he was finally ordained in Rome. Upon his 
return to Illinois, Fr. Tolton worked tirelessly to serve 
people of all races, especially the former slaves who 
flocked to Chicago. Fr. Tolton saw the Catholic Church 
as the antidote to the discrimination and rejection that 
he experienced in his own life. “It was the priests of 
the Church who taught me to pray and to forgive my 
persecutors,” he said. “We should welcome all people 
into the Church, not send them away.” At the young 
age of 43, FatherTolton died after collapsing from heat 
exhaustion in Chicago. Now his cause for sainthood is 
moving forward, as more and more people are begin-
ning to recognize the humble perseverance, courage, 
and compassion of this extraordinary man.

Play about 
Father Tolton 
Comes to 
Southwest 
Michigan

Bishop Bradley has issued the official decree calling for the first-ever 
diocesan synod for the Diocese of Kalamazoo. This local synod began on 
the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, September 14, 2022 and will 
conclude around the Feast of Pentecost in 2023. This synodal process is 
distinct from the recently concluded diocesan phase of the Holy Father’s 
Synod on Synodality (see related story page 25). More information on the 
process will be covered in the Advent edition of the magazine.

September 14, 2022
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
On this glorious Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, by which Jesus 

conquered the Evil One for all time and won salvation for all humanity, I 
greet you in the love of our Savior.

Today, I have issued a decree announcing what I hope will be an historic 
moment in the life of our local Church. For the first time in our 51 years as a 
Diocese, we will be celebrating a diocesan synod; a process that begins today 
and will conclude around the Feast of Pentecost in 2023. This is also most 
appropriate following the Golden Jubilee celebrating the establishment of 
our Diocese that took place last year.

A diocesan synod is a process of listening and discernment that concludes 
with an “assembly” of selected priests, consecrated religious, and lay 
members of Christ’s Faithful in a particular church (Diocese), which the 
diocesan bishop consults for the good of the whole diocesan community, as 
he seeks assistance in to carrying out the Office of Governance (shepherding) 
that is proper to him. A synod is an opportunity for free discussion of 
the matters and issues proposed by the bishop for the building up of the 
faithful as the Mystical Body of Christ, for the purpose of strengthening 
the communion and mission that are necessary for the Church’s pastoral 
activity and for the good of the entire diocesan community.

As this “Year for Priestly Spiritual Renewal and Prayer for Vocations” 
has begun, and in light of the present circumstances of our society, there 
is a need for the strengthening of faith for all of us, beginning with the 
spiritual renewal of our priests and prayer for an increase in Vocations to 
the priesthood here in our diocese. It is my hope that this time of renewal, 
in turn, will deeply impact the life of the faithful. Given this need, and after 
consultation with the Presbyteral Council, the Preparatory Phase of the 
synod begins today, with the formal sessions of the synod to take place at 
the end of this “Year of Priestly Spiritual Renewal and Prayer for Vocations” 
(cf. Canon 461). This Preparatory Phase will directly involve each member of 
the faithful of the diocese, both through the spiritual support of prayer and 
through opportunities to contribute through the listening sessions that will 
be made available in the near future.

Therefore, I ask that you join with me in praying for the success of 
the synod, and that the Lord and Savior will bless our efforts in building 
up the Church in Southwest Michigan. Entrusting this intention to the 
maternal prayers of our Immaculate Mother and Mother of the Church and 
St. Augustine, our Diocesan Patrons, and in gratitude for your prayerful 
assistance, I remain,

Faithfully yours in Christ,

 
Faithfully yours in Christ, 

 

Most Rev. Paul J. Bradley 
Bishop of Kalamazoo 

 

Most Rev. Paul J. Bradley
Bishop of Kalamazoo

THE DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP
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Bishop Bradley has issued the official decree calling for the first-ever diocesan synod 
for the Diocese of Kalamazoo. This local synod began on the Feast of the Exaltation 
of the Holy Cross, September 14, 2022 and will conclude around the Feast of 
Pentecost in 2023. This synodal process is distinct from the recently concluded 
diocesan phase of the Holy Father’s Synod on Synodality (see related story page 25). 
More information on the process will be covered in the Advent edition of the 
magazine.  

 
 

September 14, 2022 
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 
On this glorious Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, by which Jesus conquered the Evil One 
for all time and won salvation for all humanity, I greet you in the love of our Savior. 

 
Today, I have issued a decree announcing what I hope will be an historic moment in the life of our 
local Church. For the first time in our 51 years as a Diocese, we will be celebrating a diocesan 
synod; a process that begins today and will conclude around the Feast of Pentecost in 2023. This 
is also most appropriate following the Golden Jubilee celebrating the establishment of our Diocese 
that took place last year. 

 
A diocesan synod is a process of listening and discernment that concludes with an “assembly” of 
selected priests, consecrated religious, and lay members of Christ’s Faithful in a particular church 
(Diocese), which the diocesan bishop consults for the good of the whole diocesan community, as 
he seeks assistance in to carrying out the Office of Governance (shepherding) that is proper to 
him. A synod is an opportunity for free discussion of the matters and issues proposed by the 
bishop for the building up of the faithful as the Mystical Body of Christ, for the purpose of 
strengthening the communion and mission that are necessary for the Church’s pastoral activity and 
for the good of the entire diocesan community. 

 
As this “Year for Priestly Spiritual Renewal and Prayer for Vocations” has begun, and in light of the 
present circumstances of our society, there is a need for the strengthening of faith for all of us, 
beginning with the spiritual renewal of our priests and prayer for an increase in Vocations to the 
priesthood here in our diocese. It is my hope that this time of renewal, in turn, will deeply impact 
the life of the faithful. Given this need, and after consultation with the Presbyteral Council, the 
Preparatory Phase of the synod begins today, with the formal sessions of the synod to take place 
at the end of this “Year of Priestly Spiritual Renewal and Prayer for Vocations” (cf. Canon 461). 
This Preparatory Phase will directly involve each member of the faithful of the diocese, both 
through the spiritual support of prayer and through opportunities to contribute through the listening 
sessions that will be made available in the near future. 

 
Therefore, I ask that you join with me in praying for the success of the synod, and that the Lord and 
Savior will bless our efforts in building up the Church in Southwest Michigan. Entrusting this 
intention to the maternal prayers of our Immaculate Mother and Mother of the Church and St. 
Augustine, our Diocesan Patrons, and in gratitude for your prayerful assistance, I remain, 

diokzoo.org 31



Diocesan Pastoral Center
215 N. Westnedge Ave.
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

December 6, 2022

Be the giver of a great gift this holiday season   
WIN $5,000 or a prize package!  

Tickets are $25 each or  
(5) for $100 for a chance to win  

Live Raffle Drawing  
Fieldstone Grill Portage, MI • 3970 W Centre Ave, Portage, MI 49024  

December 6, 2022 • 6-8 pm for cocktails & hors d’oeuvres.   
Purchase your tickets today — www.ccdok.org/stnicholas.   

You do not have to be present to win • Raffle License #R66219

Proceeds from the raffle will help to purchase and deliver food to families, provide case 
management for pregnant moms and children, allow a struggling young mother or a  

veteran to receive counseling and ensure a homeless youth has a place to stay.

You are invited 

Supporting the life changing work of 


