
SIXTH WORD 
"It is finished." 

 
SCRIPTURE READING (stand)                  John 19:29-30 
HOMILY (sit)                        Fr. Robert Creagan 
PRAYER (stand) 
  ALL: I adore you Christ and I bless you / because by your sufferings  

and death / you have made my redemption possible. Just as you offered 
yourself to the Father for me / I offer myself to him through you…/ through 
your passion and death. / Accept true sorrow for my sins. / Strengthen my 
intention of serving God and all people / willingly and faithfully in imitation 
of you. 

 
HYMN Jesus, all our ransom paid, All thy Father's will obeyed; 
  By thy suff'rings perfect made: Hear us, holy Jesus. 
  
 

SEVENTH WORD 
"Father, into your hands I commend my spirit." 

 
SCRIPTURE READING (stand)                 Luke 23:44-46 
HOMILY (sit)           The Most Reverend Paul J. Bradley 
PRAYER (stand) 
 ALL: Lord, Jesus Christ, as I relive your last moments on earth / I ask the 

grace to die in your love. / I ask this for myself and for all your children / so 
that when death comes to us / we may place our souls in your hands / and 
through your merits share the happiness of the blessed saints forever. / As 
your body was removed from the cross / and placed in the arms of Mary, 
your mother, / so may I at the hour of my death / be in the presence of 
Mary. / You have given her to me as my mother. / You have given me to her 
as her child. / Hear her prayers for my salvation / and answer them through 
the merits of her blameless life. 

 
HYMN Jesus, all thy labor vast, All thy woe and conflict past; 
 Yielding up thy soul at last: Hear us, holy Jesus. 
 
 May thy life and death supply Grace to live and grace to die, 
 Grace to reach the home on high: Hear us, holy Jesus. 
 

Text: Thomas B. Pollock, 1836-1896 
Tune: HEINLEIN, 7 7 7 7; Attr. to Martin Herbst, 1654-1681 
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THE SEVEN LAST WORDS of CHRIST 
Good Friday, 2 April 2021, Noon 

Saint Augustine Cathedral, Kalamazoo 
 

 
ENTRANCE PROCESSION 
 
GREETING                    Rev. Robert Creagan 

 
FIRST WORD 

"Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." 
 

SCRIPTURE READING (stand)                           Luke 23:26-34a 
HOMILY (sit)                            Deacon Don Bouchard 
PRAYER (stand)  
  ALL: Lord, Jesus Christ, I am here at the foot of your Cross. /  

Speak the words of eternal life to me / as I keep my vigil here with Mary, 
your mother and mine. / Let me understand the meaning of your suffer-
ings / help me to see in them / O Savior of the world / proof of your love for 
me and for all people. / In my daily life, / give me the courage and strength 
to accept sufferings and sorrow / as you accepted your Cross. / Give me the 
wisdom to understand your will for me / as you speak to me through your 
sufferings. / Christ, Redeemer of all humanity, / give me true sorrow for my 
sins. / Strengthen my determination to do better, / to live a better life and to 
reflect your presence within me to those about me.  

 
HYMN Jesus, in thy dying woes, Even while thy life-blood flows, 
 Craving pardon for thy foes: Hear us, Holy Jesus. 



SECOND WORD 
"Amen, I say to you: today you will be with me in paradise." 

 
SCRIPTURE READING (stand)                  Luke 23:35-43 
HOMILY (sit)               Fr. James Vinh Le 
PRAYER (stand)   
 ALL: Lord I thank you for the gift of faith. / As the thief on the Cross, I 

know that I have sinned against you / and I ask pardon and mercy. / Lord, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom. Remember my sins only 
to forgive them. / Remember my failings only to strengthen me. / Remem-
ber my sufferings only to help me bear them. / Teach me, Lord Jesus, to 
pray with faith and resignation. / I ask with confidence for a place in heav-
en / both for myself and for my loved ones. / When I die and stand before 
you, in judgment / may I hear these words of happiness and hope: today you 
will be with me in Paradise." 

 

HYMN Jesus, pitying the sighs Of the thief, who near thee dies, 
 Promising him paradise: Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 
 

 

THIRD WORD 
"Woman, behold your son.  Behold your mother." 

 
SCRIPTURE READING (stand)       John 19:25-27 
HOMILY (sit)                  Monsignor Michael A. Osborn 
PRAYER (stand)   
  ALL: Most holy virgin and mother 
  whose soul was pierced by a sword of sorrow  

beneath the cross of Christ / help me to carry the crosses of my life / with 
the same courage and resignation as you bore yours. / Intercede for me with 
God. / Strengthen me in my efforts to imitate Christ. / Give me a love for 
suffering / so that suffering with and for Christ in this world, / I may experi-
ence eternal happiness with you in heaven.  

 
HYMN Jesus, loving to the end Her whose heart thy sorrows rend, 
 And thy dearest human friend: Hear us, holy Jesus. 
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FOURTH WORD 
"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 

 
SCRIPTURE READING (stand)                   Matthew 27:39-46 
HOMILY (sit)                 Dcn. John Bodway 
PRAYER (stand) 
  ALL: Lord Jesus Christ, at this moment on the cross / you felt  

yourself crushed by our sins. / In order to free us from our sins / you have 
chosen to suffer one of the greatest sorrows / man can ever experience – 
loneliness…/ the feeling of abandonment. / Through the merits of this 
pain, / keep me close to you. / Have mercy on me and pardon me. / Make 
me always aware of your love for me. / Here at the foot of the cross / I 
promise to try to live in your presence always.  
 

HYMN Jesus, whelmed in fears unknown, With our evil left alone, 
 While no light from heav'n is shown: Hear us, Holy Jesus. 
  
 
 
  

FIFTH WORD 
"I thirst." 

 
SCRIPTURE READING (stand)                  John 19:28 
HOMILY (sit)            Fr. Robert Greagan 
PRAYER (stand)  
 ALL: Almighty and loving Father / hear the prayers I offer you / through my 

crucified Redeemer, Jesus Christ, your only Son, our Lord. / Through his 
merits / help me to understand the value of my immortal soul. / In my daily 
life / strengthen me in my determination to save my soul, / and to save the 
souls of as many others as I can through good example. / May I learn from 
Christ / the value of sacrifice, / and may I offer my life to you /  
in return for your goodness to me. 

 
HYMN  Jesus, in thy thirst and pain, While thy wounds thy lifeblood drain, 
  Thirsting more our love to gain: Hear us, holy Jesus. 
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