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Bishop releases pastoral letter “Moving Forward
in Hope: Charting the Course for the Future”
By Vicki Cessna
On the heels of the newly implemented Diocesan
Pastoral Plan, Bishop Paul J. Bradley has released his
fourth pastoral letter for the faithful of the Diocese.
Entitled “Moving Forward in Hope: Charting the
Course for the Future” the letter details the background for the need for the pastoral plan and also includes the vision for the future.
In the introduction, Bishop Bradley writes, “It is
my hope, dear family of faith, that in light of this
background and understanding, and with a more equitable distribution of our priests among our 59 parishes
and 28 Parish Collaboratives to accompany us along
the way, we will continue to move forward in hope
along our journey of faith.”
The Diocesan Pastoral Plan called for the creation of 28 Parish Collaboratives which were introduced this past spring. On July 1st nearly 80 percent
of all active priests began a new pastoral assignment
at one of the 28 Parish Collaboratives. Some priests
took on roles such as hospital chaplains and spiritual
moderators.
The ratio of priests to parishioners in the Diocese
mirrors the national trend with 1 priest for every
1,900 parishioners (the national average is 1 to 1,800).
Bishop Bradley notes the plan is “temporary” which
may mean 10 years while, God willing, more men answer the call to the priesthood. In addition the plan
purposely honors the unique identity of each parish
community as all parishes remain open.
New to the diocese under the pastoral plan is the
introduction of “terms” for pastors. Each of the pastors assigned to lead a Parish Collaborative received
an assignment for a six-year term with the possibility
of a renewal of that term for another six years.
In conjunction with the beginning of the Diocesan
Pastoral Plan Bishop Bradley also called for each
parish to adopt a renewal program.
“The most important thing is to make this time of
spiritual renewal a first priority for all our collabora-

Borgess Medical Center
to adopt Ascension name
Borgess, a mainstay in healthcare in Southwest
Michigan for more than 125 years, is getting a new
name. The hospital’s parent company since 1991, Ascension, announced on September 20th that its sites
would be adopting the Ascension name as part of a
unified branding project.
Borgess will begin to transition to the name Ascension Borgess Hospital, said Gwen MacKenzie,
senior vice president and Michigan market executive,
Ascension Michigan. Immediately the name change
will be reflected in emails and other marketing materials.
As part of this national integration, the organization’s sites of care in Michigan, including Borgess
Medical Center in Kalamazoo, will be among the first
to adopt the unified name of Ascension. In addition to
Borgess, the hospitals and other sites of care that are
part of the current systems of Ascension Michigan –
Crittenton in suburban Detroit; Genesys serving the
Flint/Grand Blanc area; St. John Providence in metro
Detroit; St. Joseph in Tawas City; and St. Mary’s with
services in Saginaw and Standish – will adopt the As-
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Rosary walk showcases students’
artistic talents
By Vicki Cessna
What started as a way to engage St. Mary’s Visitation school children in the Byron Center parish’s 150th anniversary celebration has blossomed into an attractive rosary walk.
Nestled on the beautiful countryside grounds between the church
building and the school building, the rosary walk features handcrafted
mosaic stones, each created to symbolize the beads in a rosary. With a
template and guidance from teachers and parents, the mosaics were created by St. Mary’s Visitation Catholic school students. The cross at the
entrance is the compilation of mosaics representing each class from preschool through sixth grade. Featured at the center of the rosary walk is a
Mary Garden with each flower and plant carefully selected for its connection to the Blessed Mother and each color representing a different
mystery of the rosary.
St. Mary’s Visitation School parent Joelle Baldwin said the project
idea came from an anniversary planning committee member who enjoys
a rosary walk at her winter parish in Florida. “The children were very
excited about the project,” said Baldwin. “They took great pride in their
work.” Many generous parishioners also helped in the creation of the
rosary walk through monetary donations and gifts. Much of the construction and groundwork was donated and one local farmers sold corn and
donated the proceeds to offset the cost of the project. Baldwin notes that
the rosary garden is already attracting a fair number of people looking to
spend some quiet time with the Blessed Mother.
Putting the finishing touches on the project will be a commissioned
sculpture of the Visitation by artist Timothy Schmalz, expected to be
completed in early 2017.

tives for these next few weeks and months so that we
will hear more clearly Jesus’ voice and realize more
deeply who we are, as individuals, as parishioners, as
members of the Diocese of Kalamazoo…,” writes
Bishop Bradley.
“Moving Forward in Hope: Charting the Course
for the Future” is available in multiple formats. You
may download a copy available on the diocesan website (www.diokzoo.org). A limited number of printed
copies are being made available at the parishes. For
additional copies or questions please contact the
diocesan Office of Communications,
269-903-0163.
cension identity as part of their names. Specific names
will be determined over the next several months.
The retention of the Borgess name reflects a nod
to the strong heritage begun more than a century ago
by the Sisters of St. Joseph, MacKenzie said. Ascension Michigan hospitals have already started collaborating on a statewide clinically integrated system of
care to manage the health of numerous populations in
partnership with insurers and other care providers.
“As we unite under one name, we will continue
to draw from the strong service heritage we’ve built
over the years in our community,” said Kathy Young,
president of Borgess Medical Center. “At the same
time we’re signaling our strong connection with the
best physicians and caregivers from across the entire
Ascension system in 24 states and Washington, D.C.,
which enables us to provide high quality, affordable
care with an enhanced experience for our patients, our
providers and our community.”
As the largest non-profit health system in the
U.S. and the world’s largest Catholic health system,
Ascension employs approximately 160,000 associates
and 36,000 aligned providers serve in 2,500 sites of
care – including 141 hospitals and more than 30 senior living facilities – in 24 states and the District of
Columbia as part of Ascension’s Healthcare Division.

Pictured above: St. Mary’s Visitation Catholic School students are shown in
the rosary walk. Pictured from front to back: Noah Baldwin, Kindergarten;
Sora Gamble, 4th Grade; Colin Gibson, 3rd Grade; Leala Thurston, 4th Grade;
Eli Baldwin, 2nd Grade; Genevieve Nickels, 5th Grade’ Matt Fein, 6th Grade.
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From the Editor

Diocesan Announcements and Appointments

By Victoria Cessna

Rev. Paul Redmond has been appointed as Parochial Vicar to St.
Charles Parish, Coldwater and Our Lady of Fatima Parish, Union City,
effective Sept. 21, 2016. Fr. Redmond was ordained in May and previously served as Parochial Vicar at St. Joseph Parish, St. Joseph.

Communication Director & Editor of The Good News

“Here you go, Dad. I brought you something.”
Gently, I handed my dying father a rosary. I thought it
might bring him comfort to keep the bright red, white and blue-beaded,
handcrafted in the Dominican Republic, rosary close to him. To my surprise he immediately placed it around his neck. He was still wearing it
when he took his last breath, just two days later.
Today that rosary holds a special place in my heart. I keep it close to
me — sometimes it’s nestled in my purse for easy access or it’s in my office, dangling from a frame holding the photo of my dad and I on my
wedding day. I like to think I’m just a little more connected to my dad
when I’m holding it and that it brings me the same type of peace I hope it
brought him.

Retirement: Rev. Matthew Illikatil, former Pastor of St. John Bosco
Parish, Mattawan, retired last month and attains Senior Priest status.
Fr. Illikatil will reside in Florida.

Collection for the Archdiocese for the
Military Services weekend of Nov. 6th
Established in 1985 by St. John Paul II, the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA (AMS) is the only archdiocese, or non-profit organization, that provides the Catholic Church’s full range of pastoral
ministries specifically to Catholics serving in the United States Armed
Forces, enrolled in U.S. Military Academies, undergoing treatment at any
of the 153 Department of Veterans Affairs’ Medical Centers, working in
civilian jobs for the federal government beyond U.S. borders, and the
families of these populations. As the only source of Catholic chaplains
for the U.S. military and Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Centers, the AMS and its endorsed priests and deacons are responsible for
pastoral service to approximately 1.8 million Catholics
While the salaries and retirement of military and VA chaplains are
paid for by the government, the AMS does not receive any funding from
the military or the government in support of programs and services vital
to the mission and ministry of the AMS, including Vocations, Evangelization and Catechesis, Sacramental Records, Tribunal and Veterans Affairs. Unlike a conventional diocese, the AMS has no parishes or parish
registries, and no weekly collections. Funds from this triennial collection
support these programs and services. To learn more about the AMS visit
http://www.milarch.org/

Pope Francis OCTOBER Intentions
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Rev. Al Jorgensen begins his assignment as Pastor “in solidum” this
month for St. John Bosco, Mattawan; St. Mary Parish, Paw Paw and
St. Margaret Mary, Marcellus. Rev. Ben Huyhn assumes the role of
Pastor for Blessed Sacrament Parish, Allegan and continues his assigment as pastor, St. Margaret Parish, Otsego.

Peggy Hanley has joined the Diocesan Pastoral Center staff as the
Administrative Assistant for the Offices of Vocations and the Vicar
General. Peggy can be reached at phanley@diokzoo.org,
269-903-0203. Please note, Marina Hentz, formerly in this role,
has shifted roles to Associate Director, Safe Environment and may
now be reached at mhentz@diokzoo.org or 269-903-0171.
Marina Hentz

United States Council of Catholic Bishops elects to serve

The Most Rev. Paul J. Bradley
PUBLISHER

Email: vcessna@diokzoo.org.
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Edward Carey, Jr. has been appointed Chief Financial Officer/Director of Human Resources/Coordinator of Special Projects for the Diocese of Kalamazoo. Currently Carey is
Chancellor/Chief Financial Officer for the Diocese of Grand Rapids. Prior to his work with
the Diocese of Grand Rapids, he held leadership positions with the Diocese of Kalamazoo
for 13 years, including the roles of Chancellor and Diocesan Fiscal Manager.
“We are very happy to welcome Ed back to his home Diocese to assume these major
leadership positions within our Diocesan Pastoral Staff”, said Bishop Paul J. Bradley.
“Ed brings us his valuable gifts of great expertise, a wealth of experience, and multiple
talents within the fields of financial management and administration, as well as the imporEdward Carey
tant area of Human Resources. In addition, he already knows our Diocese very well, having worked in leadership roles under all three previous Bishops, Bishop Emeritus James Murray, Bishop Alfred
Markiewicz and Bishop Paul V. Donovan. I enthusiastically welcome Ed and look forward to the many ways I
am certain he will once more greatly contribute to the growth and financial well-being of our Catholic community here in southwest Michigan.” Carey, his wife and four children are parishioners at St. Augustine Cathedral
Parish. He will begin his position October 17.

Bishop Bradley was recently elected to serve as one of three bishops on the National
Advisory Council to the United States Council of Catholic Bishops. The Council is a
consultative body made up of members of the laity, including religious and priests, to
advise the USCCB. Charlie Young, a lay leader and parishioner of St. Ann Parish,
Augusta, has served on this National Advisory Council, and was just elected to a
leadership position within that body. Bishop Bradley will serve a three-year term.

Evangelization: World Mission Day
That World Mission Day may renew within all Christian
communities the joy of the Gospel and the responsibility to
announce it.

I hereby designate The Good News as the
official publication of the Diocese of Kalamazoo.
All notices and regulations, appointments,
assignments, etc. issued under the caption “Official” are to be regarded as official communications of the
Bishop of Kalamazoo. Opinion columns, features and
letters to the editor that appear in the publication do not
necessarily reflect the opinions held by The Good News
or the Diocese of Kalamazoo.
+Most Rev. Paul J. Bradley
Bishop of Kalamazoo

Immaculate Conception, Hartford, has been
joined with the Parish Collaborative of
St. Peter Parish, Douglas and San Felipe de
Jesus, Fennville. Rev. Fabio Garzon and
Rev. German Perez-Diaz
will be pastors “in
Rev. Fabio Garzon
solidum”. St. Joseph Parish,
Watervliet, will be a stand-alone
Collaborative for the time being.

Peggy Hanley

Universal: Journalists
That journalists, in carrying out their work, may always be
motivated by respect for truth and a strong sense of ethics.

Rev. Paul Redmond

Collaborative update

It’s a powerful thing, this rosary, and every other one I have as well.
The prayers, the meditation, the intercession of Our Lady — all tangibly
represented in 59 interlocking beads — what an immeasurable gift we
have. During this month dedicated to the rosary may you be as blessed
by its power and embrace its graces.

The Good News for the
Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo

OCTOBER 2016

Bishop Paul J.
Bradley

Safe Environment Audit

The Diocese of Kalamazoo underwent a Safe Environment audit conducted at the end of August by StoneBridge Business Partners for compliance with the U.S. Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and
Young People. The Diocese was found compliant with all audited articles for the 2015/2016 audit period. “We
take great pride in the fact that our Diocese and all our parishes and institutions provide a safe and secure place
for our children and young people to grow in their faith,” said Bishop Bradley. A special thanks to all the parish
staffs, volunteers, priests, and Diocesan Pastoral Center personnel that assisted in the audit.

IN MEMORIAM
Catholic Press
Association

www.diokzoo.org
Mission Statement of The Good News: The Good News is the official newspaper of the Catholic Diocese of
Kalamazoo. The Bishop of Kalamazoo is the publisher and president. The Good News is an extension in the print
medium of the teaching authority of the Bishop. Therefore, it must always and at all times present Catholic teaching
in an orthodox, authentic and balanced manner. Its mission and goals proceed from this fundamental reality.
The mission of The Good News, therefore, is to enable its readers to grow in their Catholic faith, to develop as
mature, well informed Catholics and to deepen their commitment to, and relationship with, the Lord, their Catholic
faith and their Church.

Deacon Bernie Mileski passed into eternal life on Sept. 12 after a long battle with
Muscular Dystrophy. His funeral Mass was celebrated at his home parish of St. Philip in
Battle Creek, celebrated by Bishop Bradley and concelebrated by Bishop Murray and
many diocesan priests and deacons. Dcn. Bernie is survived by his wife Sharon, their
three children and eight grandchildren. Eternal rest grant unto Deacon Bernie, oh Lord,
and let Your perpetual Light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. Amen.
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The Bishop’s Perspective

La Perspectiva del Obispo

The Responsibility to Choose Faithfully

La Responsabilidad de Elegir Fielmente

The month of October is one of the most beautiful months of the year. When the
weather cooperates, October brings the change of seasons in the glorious fall
colors, the falling leaves and the cooler temperatures. It’s a month when all our
schedules have returned to normal and people’s days are busy with lots of activities. Liturgically, October is the month dedicated to special devotion to our
Blessed Mother through the praying of the rosary. And October is also “Respect Life
Month,” a time for all of us to examine all the dimensions of how we can affirm and support
human life as the most sacred gift from God that it is. The national theme for this year’s
Respect Life Month is “Moved by Mercy,” which is not only to honor this special Jubilee
Year of Mercy which Pope Francis called the entire church to observe and which concludes
at the end of next month, but it is also a rallying cry to all of us to be moved to action to
protect the precious and sacred gift of human life of all ages and at all stages.
Of course our commitment to protect life from the moment of conception through natural
death is not limited to a month but is a commitment that should be woven into everything we
do. And everything of course includes our duty as citizens to engage in the political system.
It was just a little more than a year ago that our country was graced by the historic Apostolic
Pilgrimage of Pope Francis to the United States. One of his most captivating and powerful
speeches was the one he gave to the Joint Session of Congress. In the opening of that talk,
the Holy Father reminded the elected officials what their duty is. He said,
“Each son or daughter of a given country has a mission, a personal and social
responsibility. Your own responsibility as members of Congress is to enable this
country, by your legislative activity, to grow as a nation. You are the face of its
people, their representatives. You are called to defend and preserve the dignity of
your fellow citizens in the tireless and demanding pursuit of the common good, for
this is the chief aim of all politics. A political society endures when it seeks, as a
vocation, to satisfy common needs by stimulating the growth of all its members, especially those in situations of greater vulnerability or risk. Legislative
activity is always based on care for the people. To this you have been invited, called
and convened by those who elected you.”
It is clear to everyone that this year’s Presidential campaign is one of the most divisive and
challenging ones most of us have ever witnessed, and yet it is our responsibility as faithful
citizens to participate in the political process and to cast our votes for those who will lead us
and our country in the future, from President of the U.S. to those important offices of our
local communities. It is very obvious that neither major political party is the “Catholic
party”. It is not my role as your Bishop nor is it the role of the Church to tell anyone for
whom to vote. However, it is my role and that of the Church, as always, to teach the Gospel
of Jesus and the Truths of our faith; and it is your role — it is the responsibility of each citizen — to vote in a way that is guided by the Gospel of Jesus and those Truths of our faith
which guide all aspects of our lives. We are to make our choices as citizens of the country,
but more importantly, as citizens who are faithful Catholics and followers of Jesus Christ.
We have a sacred responsibility to choose faithfully, and to do so, we must have a wellformed conscience.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains what a well-formed conscience is in this
way: “Conscience is a judgment of reason whereby the human person recognizes the moral
quality of a concrete act….[Every person] is obliged to follow faithfully what he/she knows
to be just and right.” (CCC, #1778). This exercise of conscience begins with always opposing policies that violate human life or weaken its protection. As faithful Catholics, we must
defend human life from the moment of conception until the last moment before natural
death; we must respect the dignity of every human being and other human rights because
each person is a child of God. That is what it means to make our “Respect Life” commitment.
As we wade through the political environment and discern our choices, I would like to make
three suggestions for each of us to consider: 1) study the Scriptures; 2) examine the facts and
background of our choices; and 3) pray.
1. Study of Scripture: Perhaps now more than ever as we prepare for this presidential election, it would be very important for each of us to take additional time reflecting on the daily
Scripture Readings. Later on in that same address to Congress I referred to earlier, Pope
Francis invited all of us to “avoid a common temptation nowadays — to discard whatever
proves troublesome. Let us remember the Golden Rule: ‘Do unto others as you would have
them do unto you’. “(Mt. 7:12) It is likely that most of us learned that “Rule” very early in
our lives. It is simple; yet so profound. As Pope Francis continued to explain: “This Rule
points us in a clear direction. Let us treat others with the same passion and compassion with
which we want to be treated. Let us seek for others the same possibilities which we seek for
ourselves. Let us help others to grow, as we would like to be helped ourselves. In a word, if
we want security, let us give security; if we want life, let us give life; if we want opportunities, let us provide opportunities. The yardstick we use for others will be the yardstick which
time will use for us. The Golden Rule also reminds us of our responsibility to protect
and defend human life at every stage of its development.”
Continued on page 4

El mes de octubre es uno de los más bellos meses del año. Cuando el tiempo
coopera, Octubre trae el cambio de las estaciones en los gloriosos colores del
otoño, las hojas que caen y las temperaturas más frías. Es un mes en el que todos
nuestros horarios han vuelto a la normalidad y los días de la gente están
ocupados con muchas actividades. Litúrgicamente, octubre es el mes dedicado a
la devoción especial a la Santísima Madre a través del rezo del santo rosario.
Octubre es también “Mes del respeto a la vida”, un tiempo para todos nosotros examinar
todas las dimensiones de cómo podemos afirmar y apoyar la vida humana como el don más
sagrado de Dios que es. El tema nacional de este año para el mes de Respeto a la Vida es
“Movido por la misericordia”, que no sólo es en honor a este año jubilar especial de la
Misericordia, el cual el Papa Francisco llamo a toda la iglesia a observar y que concluye a
finales del mes que viene, pero es también un llamado para todos nosotros a ser movidos a
la acción para proteger el don precioso y sagrado de la vida humana de todas las edades y
en todas las etapas.
Por supuesto, nuestro compromiso de proteger la vida desde el momento de la concepción
hasta la muerte natural no se limita a un mes, pero es un compromiso que debe estar
entretejido en todo lo que hacemos. Y todo, por supuesto, incluye nuestro deber como
ciudadanos a participar en el sistema político.
Fue hace tan sólo un poco más de un año que nuestro país contó con la histórica
peregrinación apostólica del Papa Francisco a los Estados Unidos. Uno de sus discursos
más fuertes y fascinantes fue el que dio a la sesión conjunta del Congreso. En la apertura de
esa charla, el Santo Padre recordó a los funcionarios elegidos cuál es su deber. Él dijo,
“Cada hijo o hija de un determinado país tiene una misión, una responsabilidad personal y
social. Su propia responsabilidad como miembros del Congreso es permitir a este país, por
su actividad legislativa, crecer como nación. Ustedes son la cara de su gente, sus
representantes. Ustedes están llamados a defender y preservar la dignidad de sus
conciudadanos en la búsqueda incansable y exigente del bien común, porque este es el
principal objetivo de toda política. Una sociedad política perdura cuando busca, como
vocación, satisfacer necesidades comunes mediante la estimulación del crecimiento de
todos sus miembros, especialmente los que están en situación de mayor vulnerabilidad o
riesgo. La actividad legislativa se basa siempre en la atención a las personas. A esto han
sido invitados, llamados y convocados por los que los eligieron”.
Es evidente para todos que la campaña presidencial de este año es una de las más difíciles y
divisivas de las que la mayoría de nosotros hemos sido testigos, y sin embargo es nuestra
responsabilidad como ciudadanos fieles a participar en el proceso político y emitir nuestros
votos por los que nos conducirán y a nuestro país en el futuro, desde presidente de los
EE.UU. hasta los puestos importantes de nuestras comunidades locales. Es muy evidente
que ningún partido político importante es el “partido católico”. No es mi papel como su
obispo ni es el papel de la Iglesia decirle a alguien por quién votar. Sin embargo, es mi
papel y el de la Iglesia, como siempre, enseñar el Evangelio de Jesús y las verdades de
nuestra fe; y es el papel de ustedes — es responsabilidad de cada ciudadano — de votar de
una manera que es guiada por el Evangelio de Jesús y las verdades de nuestra fe que guían
todos los aspectos de nuestras vidas. Hemos de tomar nuestras decisiones como ciudadanos
del país, pero más importante aún, como ciudadanos que somos fieles católicos y
seguidores de Jesucristo. Tenemos una responsabilidad sagrada de elegir fielmente, y para
ello, debemos tener una conciencia bien formada.
El Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica explica lo que una conciencia bien formada es de esta
manera: “La conciencia es un juicio de la razón por el que la persona humana reconoce la
cualidad moral de un acto concreto... [Toda persona] está obligada a seguir fielmente lo que
él/ella sabe que es justo y correcto. “(CIC, # 1778). Este ejercicio de la conciencia
comienza siempre oponiendo políticas que violan la vida humana o debilitan su protección.
Como fieles católicos, debemos defender la vida humana desde el momento de la
concepción hasta el último momento antes de la muerte natural; debemos respetar la
dignidad de cada ser humano y de otros derechos humanos, ya que cada persona es un hijo
de Dios. Eso es lo que significa hacer nuestro compromiso “Respeto a la Vida”.
A medida que vadeamos a través de entorno político y discernimos nuestras elecciones, me
gustaría hacer tres sugerencias para cada uno de nosotros a tener en cuenta: 1) el estudio de
las Escrituras; 2) examinar los hechos y los antecedentes de nuestras decisiones; y 3) orar.
1. Estudio de las Escrituras: Tal vez ahora más que nunca, mientras nos preparamos para
esta elección presidencial, sería muy importante para cada uno de nosotros tomarse un
tiempo adicional para reflexionar sobre las lecturas diarias de la Escritura. Más tarde, en ese
mismo discurso ante el Congreso al que me he referido anteriormente, el Papa Francisco
nos invitó a todos a “evitar una tentación común hoy en día — descartar cualquier cosa que
demuestra ser problemática. Recordemos la regla de oro: “Trata a los demás como te
gustaría que te hicieran a ti”. “(Mt. 7:12) Es probable que la mayoría de nosotros
aprendimos esa “Regla” muy temprano en nuestras vidas. Es simple; sin embargo, tan
profunda. Como el Papa Francisco continuó explicando: “Esta regla nos apunta en una
dirección clara. Tratemos a los demás con la misma pasión y compasión con la que
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Organizations come together to
promote ministry for young adults
By Jay Cessna
“I hope the
biggest accomplishment of the Young
Adult Fair, in a word:
‘connectivity.’ Even
if it means they are
not connected to a
specific ministry but
that they are connected through community.”
This was the one goal that Tim McNamara, Associate Director,
Youth and Young Adult Ministry for the diocese, the organizer of the
event hoped would come to fruition.
The first Young Adult Fair, a convention showcasing all the events
in the community geared to young adults, was held on Saturday, September 17 in Kalamazoo. The fair opened with Mass, celebrated by Rev.
Francis Marotti and Rev. Andrew Raczkowski. The theme of the convention was “Making a better community,” made clear when Fr. Marotti
gave the participants this advice: “…daily prayer, frequent confession
and weekly Mass makes for a successful diocese.”
A wide variety of groups were represented, including sports, mission
trips, music and retreats, all of which had the same target audience. Until
now all of these groups were trying to start up a stronger young adult
community individually.
Young Adult Ministries
Brought together through the
Young Adult Fair the organizaand Resources:
tions are hoping to come together
Following is a list of
to make not only the community,
Young Adult Fair ministries
but the faith, that much stronger.
Cats on Rockets (COR):
As part of the fair, represenJolene Green and Mikayla Ruth Kolbe,
tatives from featured organizaspeakers and musicians
tions presented what their
www.catsonrockets.org
organization or ministry had to
Kzoo Catholic Sports League (KCSL):
offer as well as what their plans
Lisa Ebenhoeh,
were to bring everyone closer to
lisa.ebenhoeh@gmail.com; Facebook –
God and each other.
Kzoo Catholic Sports League
Fr. Raczkowski gave a heartDiocese of Kalamazoo Young Adult
felt presentation about his life
Ministry: Tim McNamara,
and his faith, saying, “When we tmcnamara@diokzoo.org; 269-903-0139
give our lives to Jesus Christ, he (Theology on Tap, Michigan Catholic Young
Adult Conferences)
gives meaning to everything.”
When asked what his hopes
St. Monica Young Adult Group:
were for young adults,
Alanna Kenney, akenney@nd.edu or
Fr. Raczkowski said, “I hope the
www.stmonicachurchkzoo.com/youngadult-ministry
community gains many more
people to come together in faith.”
St. Thomas More Young Adult Ministry:
Jay Cessna is a young adult
Lisa LeVasseur, lisa@sttomskazoo.org;
living in Kalamazoo and a
Facebook “St. Tom’s Young Adult Group”
member of St. Catherine of Siena
Vocations Office:
Parish.
Msgr. Michael Osborn,
www.diokzoo.org/vocations; 269-903-0203.

DILLON HALL
If you’re 62 or better, now’s the time to start
enjoying the better things in life!
Take a close look at
Dillon Hall Apartments.
You’ll enjoy convenient
maintenance-free living in
your own apartment.
Call today: (269) 342-0263

A sponsored ministry of the Congregation of St. Joseph.

3301 Gull Rd. #308, Kalamazoo, MI 49048
Smoke-Free Environment
Now Taking Applications!

• Pay 30% of your income for rent
• Utilities Included
• Emergency response system
• Low cost lunch
• On-site laundry room
• Beauty salon
• Storage unit included
• Community garden
• Beautiful community room
• Metro bus stop located on site
• Weekly trips to grocery shopping

The Bishop’s Perspective
Continued from page 3

2. Examine the facts and background
information about various choices: Aside
from the media news headlines, and the 30-second negative political ads, what do we really
know about the important
issues of our culture and world? A helpful resource is the document produced by the United
States Bishops entitled “Forming Consciences
for Faithful Citizenship” (www.usccb.org/faithfulcitizenship). This document provides a substantial framework for every faithful citizen as
it delves into how to exercise prudence and
morality within the framework of our faith, and
particularly opening ourselves to being guided
by the principles of Catholic Social Teaching,
which are: 1) life and dignity of the human person; 2) call to family, community and participation; 3) rights and responsibilities; 4) option
for the poor and the vulnerable; 5) the dignity
of work and the rights of works; 6) solidarity;
7) care for God’s creation. This document also
clearly states that we Catholics must always reject intrinsically evil actions, those acts that are
always opposed to the authentic good of persons. The most grave of these acts are: abortion, euthanasia, cloning and research on
human embryos. As the Bishops write, “It is a
mistake with grave moral consequence to treat
the destruction of innocent human life merely
as a matter of individual choice. A legal system
that violates the basic right to life on the
grounds of choice is fundamentally flawed.”
3. Pray to discern the will of God: As faithful
citizens, we should always pray for our country
and all our civic leaders. In this next month
leading up to the election, we should pray that
God’s Holy Spirit will guide us in choosing
those who will lead us in ways that at the very
least do not go against the will of God, and at
most will advance our country rooted in the
founding principles of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness for all human beings.
As we are “moved by mercy” to protect and respect all human life throughout this Respect
Life Month of October, and through all the
days of our lives, let us also pray to Our
Mother of Mercy, asking her to guide us in our
choices and decisions to be consistent with
what God’s will for us and our world is. May
our Mother of Mercy intercede for us at the
Heavenly Throne and may our loving God send
His blessings upon our country and, in turn,
help our country to be a true leader in the
world as we work for an end to suffering, war,
and violence, and move toward a world of
peace, justice and harmony for all. God bless
you.
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queremos ser tratados. Busquemos para los demás las
mismas posibilidades que buscamos para nosotros mismos.
Vamos a ayudar a otros a crecer, como nos gustaría que se
nos ayudara a nosotros mismos. En una palabra, si queremos
seguridad, demos seguridad; si queremos vida, demos vida;
si queremos oportunidades, proporcionemos oportunidades.
El criterio que utilizamos para otros será el criterio que el
tiempo utilizara con nosotros. La regla de oro también nos
recuerda nuestra responsabilidad de proteger y defender la
vida humana en todas las etapas de su desarrollo”.
2. Examinar los hechos y la información de fondo sobre
diversas opciones: Aparte de los titulares de las noticias, y
los anuncios políticos negativos de 30 segundos, ¿qué es lo
que realmente sabemos acerca de las cuestiones importantes
de nuestra cultura y el mundo? Un recurso útil es el
documento elaborado por los obispos de Estados Unidos
titulado “Formando conciencia para ciudadanos fieles”
(www.usccb.org/faithfulcitizenship). Este documento
proporciona un marco importante para cada fiel ciudadano,
ya que se adentra en la forma de ejercer prudencia y
moralidad en el marco de nuestra fe, y sobre todo
abriéndonos a nosotros mismos a ser guiados por los
principios de la doctrina social católica, que son: 1) la vida y
la dignidad de la persona humana; 2) Llamado a la familia,
comunidad y participación; 3) derechos y responsabilidades;
4) opción por los pobres y vulnerables; 5) la dignidad del
trabajo y los derechos de los trabajadores; 6) solidaridad; 7)
cuidado de la creación de Dios. Este documento también
establece claramente que los católicos siempre debemos
rechazar las acciones intrínsecamente malas, aquellos actos
que siempre se oponen al bien auténtico de las personas. Los
más graves de estos actos son: el aborto, la eutanasia, la
clonación y e investigación con embriones humanos. Como
escriben los obispos, “Es un error con graves consecuencias
de carácter moral el tratar la destrucción de la vida humana
inocente simplemente como una cuestión de elección
individual. Un sistema legal que viola el derecho
fundamental a la vida por motivos de elección es
fundamentalmente defectuoso”.
3. Ore para discernir la voluntad de Dios: Como fieles
ciudadanos, siempre debemos orar por nuestro país y todos
nuestros líderes cívicos. En este próximo mes anterior a la
elección, debemos orar para que el Espíritu Santo de Dios
nos guie en la elección de los que nos conducirán en maneras
que por lo menos no vayan en contra de la voluntad de Dios,
y como máximo avanzara a nuestro país enraizado en los
principios fundamentales de la vida, la libertad y la búsqueda
de la felicidad para todos los seres humanos.
Como estamos “movidos por la misericordia” para proteger
y respetar toda vida humana a través de este Mes de Octubre
de Respeto a la Vida, y por todos los días de nuestra vida,
oremos también a Nuestra Madre de la Misericordia,
pidiéndole que nos guíe en nuestras elecciones y las
decisiones que sean consistentes con lo que es la voluntad de
Dios para nosotros y nuestro mundo. Que nuestra Madre de
la Misericordia interceda por nosotros en el Trono Celestial y
que nuestro Dios de amor envíe sus bendiciones sobre
nuestro país y, a su vez, ayude a que nuestro país sea un
verdadero líder en el mundo a medida que trabajamos para
poner fin al sufrimiento, la guerra y la violencia, y nos
movemos hacia un mundo de paz, justicia y armonía para
todos. Dios te bendiga.

Diocese of Kalamazoo Policy on Non-Discrimination
The Schools of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo, subject to the limitations of Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 as amended, and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, do not discriminate on
he basis of sex, race, color, national and ethnic origin in the administration of education policies, admissions
policies, scholarship and loan programs, athletic and other school administered programs and activities,
employment policies or contractual agreements.Allegan: St. Mary’s Visitation, Byron Center; St. Stanislaus,
Dorr; St. Margaret, Otsego; St. Therese, Wayland. Barry: St. Rose of Lima, Hastings. Berrien: Lake Michigan
Catholic Elementary and LMC Jr/Sr High School, St. Joseph; St. Mary of the Lake, New Buffalo; St. Mary,
Niles; Branch: St. Mary’s Assumption, Bronson. Calhoun: St. Joseph Elementary, St. Joseph Middle School,
St. Philip Catholic Central, Battle Creek; Kalamazoo: St. Augustine, St. Monica and Hackett Catholic Central
High School, Kalamazoo. St. Joseph: Immaculate Conception, Three Rivers. Van Buren: St. Mary,
Paw Paw; St. Basil, South Haven.
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The “after” people:
Stephen Ministers provide care in life’s crisis
Just call Stephen Ministers the “after” people –
After you find the pink slip in what’s now your final
paycheck; after the doctors have given you or a loved
one a serious diagnosis; after the relationship ends but
the wounds are still healing; after family and friends
have heard your story one too many times but you
still need to talk about it. That’s when the Stephen
Ministers Southwest Michigan step in.
Stephen Ministers are congregation members
who have been trained to offer Christian support to
people struggling through a difficult time. “A
Stephen Minister is somebody who’s going to walk
beside you during a time of need,” says Carol Swope,
Director of Edwardsburg Stephen Ministry based at
Our Lady of the Lake Parish, Edwardsburg. “They’re
going to hold your hand the whole way. Nearly onethird of our care receivers are from outside the
Church. If you want to talk, they’ll listen. If you want
prayer, they’ll pray. If you just want to sit there and
cry, that’s fine too.”
Our Lady of the Lake, Hope United Methodist
Church (UMC) and Edwardsburg Presbyterian joined
together a little over a year ago to commission 18
Stephen Ministers who are providing care to anyone
in the community who needs it. In May, St. Mary’s
Parish in Niles, Mich., joined the team with seven additional newly trained ministers.
“Stephen Ministry is helping people walk through
a difficult time in their life’s and showing them Christian care,” said Willis Bartlett, co-teacher in the program. “It’s what the Church is supposed to be. We
are here to listen and care — not to try to fix things or
tell you what to do,” said Lynn Oberling, Stephen
Minister from Hope UMC.
The ministry itself works like this: Lay members
of local congregations are trained through 50 hours of
Christian caregiving skills. Topics include listening,
feelings, assertiveness, confidentiality, and ministering to people in specific situations such as childbirth,
divorce, aging, terminal illness, and all types of grief.
Stephen Ministers are also trained to recognize when

Stephen Ministers attend a training session.

a person’s needs go beyond the care a lay person can
provide, and where and how to refer the person for
additional care from a professional.
After Stephen Ministers are commissioned,
Stephen Leaders link them with care receivers – people who need emotional and spiritual care. “Stephen
Ministers provide much more one-to-one support than
we clergy could ever provide alone,” says Pastor Scott
Scheel from Edwardsburg Presbyterian Church.
“There are so many people who need care and support
for an extended period of time in order to heal and recover, so it’s a real plus to me as a pastor.”
This month the ministry will expand its training
for outreach to military families, according to Swope.
“We are very excited to also be expanding our
outreach by receiving additional training through the
national H.E.R.O.E.s Care program so that we are better equipped to deal with military families and service
men and women returning home from deployment.”
Stephen Ministry began in 1975 when the Rev.
Kenneth C. Haugk, Ph.D., a pastor and clinical psychologist, trained nine lay persons at his congregation
in St. Louis to be Stephen Ministers. Today, more
than 12,000 congregations are involved, representing
more than 170 different Christian denominations from
all 50 states, nine Canadian provinces and 24 other
countries. Contact 269-445-7425 to schedule time
with a Stephen Minister.
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The Other Six Days

By Jane Knuth

Mercy in the Family
At the family reunion there were more people than ever
before. In particular, more children were running about.
One young couple’s story spread quickly among the relatives. After
being married a few years the husband and wife decided to try to adopt a
child. The application process was long and complicated, and when they
were accepted the waiting was even longer. Finally, the day came when
the agency called them with the wonderful news that a baby boy would
soon be theirs. They were so happy, and soon their family was three.
Four months later the agency called again. “We know you are just
getting accustomed to being parents, but another baby has suddenly become available. She is almost the exact age as your son. Would you like
to think about raising two at once?” They didn’t have to think about it all.
They now had a baby boy and a baby girl and how blessed they felt!
A year passed and they were happy watching their toddlers grow together when the agency called again. Their one year-old daughter had a
full sister, born that week and up for adoption. The social workers make
an effort to keep siblings together, if possible, and so they offered the
young parents this little one, too. Of course, the young couple accepted.
Three in diapers is a lot of work, but how can that matter?
Another year passed and the agency called again. Another sibling
had been born: what did they want to do?
The young father put it this way, “I didn’t ever want to face my
daughters and tell them that they had a sister growing up somewhere
else.” Some day in the future, college expenses may be difficult to
swing, but for now: what’s a few more diapers?

Pray for Vocations
Visit www.diokzoo.org
Download Prayer Card for Vocations

Third annual student contest gets new name,
focuses on evangelization
“From the joy in the family we go out to evangelize.” That’s the theme of the third
annual student contest hosted by the Diocese of Kalamazoo’s Office of the Domestic Church. Pope Francis has called all Christians to spread the good news through
evangelization. The contest explores how this invitation is alive within the family.
Recently renamed the Catholic Families Student Contest, students in two divisions
spanning grades 4 through 12 are invited to submit their original art, writing,
music or video depicting how they live out the call to be “The Evangelizing Family.” The contest is open to all students currently practicing their Catholic faith
(Catholic school attendance is not a requirement) and submissions will be accepted through February 15, 2017.
Top winners in each category and division will receive awards made possible by the Knights of Columbus. Winners will be announced before the end of the school year. For more contest information, including submission guidelines and contest rules, visit diokzoo.org/student-art-contest.

Harvester's Dinner
St. Stanislaus Church, 1871-136th Ave., Dorr, MI 49323

Sunday, October 23, 2016
Time: 11:30-2:30 pm
Price: Adults $10 – Children 7-14 – $5 – 6 and under free
Family Price: $25
Menu: BBQ Chicken and Roast Pork Dinner Buffet
With fabulous dessert table to complete the meal.
Money Raffles, Baskets, Bake Sale and Children's Games
Continuous Rosary — Offering prayers for Vocations in our Diocese
Meet us at the Church anytime between – Noon and 5 pm
Call for more information: 269-793-7268

Global
MARKETPLACE

St. Catherine of Siena Parish
Location: Marian Hall
Saturday, Nov. 12
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
All proﬁts go to Marketplace vendors to support
their continued good work helping workers of the
world to be fairly compensated for the
goods and services they produce.
For more information, contact
Margie Stinson via email at
edmargie@sbcglobal.net or
call (269) 501-6041.

Shop early for unique holiday gifts.
Entrance is free and open to the public.
The church is located at
1150 W. Centre Street, Portage, Michigan.
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En Camino Hacia el V Encuentro – Parte 1
Un Encuentro Nacional
del Ministerio Hispano es
un evento nacional que
implica un proceso desde
la base y ha sido el gran
catalizador para el desarrollo del ministerio hispano/latino en los últimos
cincuenta años en la Iglesia
Católica de Estados Unidos. Cada
uno de los Encuentros anteriores
han sido una experiencia renovadora que ha cambiado significativamente la manera en que la
Iglesia responde a la presencia hispana, y la forma en cómo los hispanos/latinos responden como
Iglesia.
• El I Encuentro (1972) llevó a la
creación de una Oficina Nacional
para Asuntos Hispanos
• El II Encuentro (1975-77) llevó a
la creación de ocho oficinas regionales para Asuntos Hispanos
• El III Encuentro (1982-85) llevó a
la creación del Comité de Asuntos
Hispanos en USCCB (Conferencia
de los Obispos de Estados Unidos),
y la promulgación del Plan Pastoral
Nacional para el Ministerio Hispano; dando así luz verde, y una
visión clara, a las diócesis y parroquias para responder a la creciente
presencia hispana/latina en estados
Unidos.
• Encuentro 2000 (El IV Encuentro) ayudó a la Iglesia en los Estados Unidos a reconocer y apreciar
su diversidad cultural, a través de
una experiencia de hospitalidad
transformadora y un "nuevo Pentecostés”
• El Primer Encuentro Nacional de
Pastoral Juvenil Hispana (200506), abrió nuevos caminos pas-

torales en el ministerio
hacia y con la juventud
Hispana/Latina
Los Obispos Católicos
de los Estados Unidos
han puesto como una prioridad en su Plan Estratégico del 2017-2020
el proceso del V Encuentro del
Ministerio Hispano/Latino. El V
Encuentro promete ser otra experiencia renovadora que ofrezca a la
Iglesia la claridad, el entusiasmo y
los medios que necesita para responder más adecuadamente a la
presencia hispana en el espíritu de
la Nueva Evangelización. En este
momento de gracia, es de suma importancia superar la formación y
desarrollo de liderazgo continuo de
hispanos/latinos católicos. El V Encuentro es una oportunidad privilegiada para preparar discípulos
misioneros listos para servir a toda
la Iglesia y para que la Iglesia reconozca y reciba los dones del
pueblo hispano/latino otorgada a la
iglesia y a la sociedad en Estados
Unidos.
Los Encuentros han sido todo
un proceso que empieza desde la
parroquia, sigue al nivel de las
diócesis, nivel de región y finalmente nivel nacional. El lema del
V Encuentro es: Discípulos Misioneros: Testigos del Amor de
Dios. Estén atentos para más información sobre el V Encuentro y
como pueden participar.
Si usted desea participar como
líder en el proceso de este Encuentro en su parroquia, comuníquese
con Veronica Rodriguez al 269903-0197 o por correo electrónico
a vrodriguez@diokzoo.org

Calendario/Calendar
Octubre/October
Sept. 12-Nov. 14 – Sesiones Recuperación de un Trauma en español
(10 sesiones). (Trauma Recovery Sessions in Spanish. 10 sessions).
1 (Sábado) – 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. — Encuentro Pre-Matrimonial, para parejas que
se van a casar. También para parejas de matrimonio interesadas en reflexionar
sobre su vida. Lugar: St. Joseph, 936 Lake Street, Kalamazoo, MI.
6-9 — Cursillo par Hombres
13-16 — Cursillo para Mujeres
15 (Sábado) 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. — Instituto San Agustín, Programa de Formación Pastoral y de Liderazgo, Tercer Año de Formación 2014-2017. Tema: Escritos
de San Pablo por el P. Raul Gomez.
21(Viernes) y
22 (Sábado) – 8:30 a.m. — Arte del Acompañamiento Convocatoria Diocesana a una Nueva Evangelización 2016. El sábado 22 habrá talleres en Español.
28 (Viernes) – 7 p.m.- 9 p.m. – Panel de Discusión sobre Pro-Vida (en español), Facilitado por “Right to Life de Michigan (Derecho a la Vida)” en colaboración
con la Diócesis de Kalamazoo. Lawrence Education Center del Hospital Borgess,
Kalamazoo, MI.
29 (Sábado) 10:00a.m.-12m. Comité Diocesano de Pastoral Hispana, Centro Pastoral Diocesano, Kalamazoo.

Noviembre/November
Sept. 12-Nov. 14 – Sesiones Recuperación de un Trauma en español
(10 sesiones). (Trauma Recovery Sessions in Spanish. 10 sessions).
1(Martes) — Día de Todos los Santos. Oficinas Cerradas
2 (Miércoles) — Día de los Difuntos. Oficinas Cerradas
5 (Sábado) — 9 a.m. a 5 p.m. Día de Información y entrenamiento sobre el V
Encuentro de Pastoral Hispana. Lugar: North Meeting Room del Crowley Center
de la Catedral, 542 W. Michigan Avenue, Kalamazoo, MI 49007.
19 (Sábado) — 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Instituto San Agustín — Programa de
Formación Pastoral y de Liderazgo, Tercer Año de Formación 2014-2017. Tema:
Doctrina Social de la Iglesia por Luis Beteta.
24 y 25 — Oficinas cerradas por el Día de Acción de Gracias
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La Diócesis de Kalamazoo presenta una convocatoria para la Nueva
Evangelización con el lema: El Arte del Acompañamiento.
La conferencista principal será Kristin Bird de Kristin Bird del Ministerio Discípulos de los Corazones
Ardiendo (Burning Hearts Disciples Ministries). Usted puede saber más de ella y su ministerio en
http://burningheartsdisciples.org. Costo de la convocatoria $45 y hay descuento para grupos de 5 o más
personas. Lugar: Hackett Catholic Prep, 1100 Kilgore Ave, Kalamazoo, MI.
tubre 21 y 22, usted puede venir un con Veronica Rodriguez o Maria
¿Por qué una Convocatoria?
Trumm al 269-903-0197,
día o los dos. El sábado 22 de ocUna convocatoria es un llamado a
vrodriguez@diokzoo.org,
tubre habrán talleres en español:
unirnos, y estamos llamando a
mtrumm@diokzoo.org.
Año Jubilar: la Compasión y la
todos los fieles a unirnos para exFecha límite para registrarse
plorar, discutir y sumergirnos en la Misericordia por el Padre Fabio
es el 10 de Octubre para recibir el
Nueva Evangelización. ¿Por qué el Garzon; Metodología del Catequicosto publicado, después del diez
sta: el éxito en una clase por Joe
tema? El tema “El arte del acomhabrá un costo adicional de $10
Marble; El Arte y la Evangepañamiento” proviene de los espor tiquete y no le podremos
lización por el Padre Evelio
critos y discursos del Papa
Francisco, especialmente alrededor Ramirez; Los Jóvenes en la Iglesia garantizar el almuerzo.
por el Padre Daniel Rodriguez;
del Año de la Misericordia y su
Viernes
más reciente Exhortación Papal. El ¿Qué es la Catequesis y Cuali8:30 – 9:30 Misa
dades de un buen catequista por las
Papa Francisco nos ha pedido que
10:00 – 11:00 Fundamentos
acompañemos a las personas en su Hermanas Misioneras Siervas del
11:15 – 12:15 Taller 1
12:15 – 1:00 Almuerzo
Divino Espíritu de San Felipe de
camino de la fe. Esto significa que
1:00 – 2:00 Taller 2
necesitamos no solamente conocer Jesus; y el V Encuentro de la Pas2:15 – 3:15 Taller 3
a las personas en donde se encuen- toral Hispana por Veronica Ro3:30 Oración final
driguez.
tran, necesitamos caminar con
Para registrares vaya a
ellas, tenemos que buscar lo que es
Sábado
9:00 – 10:00 Fundamentos
mejor para ellas, y tenemos que ser www.diokzooconvocation.eventbri
10:15 – 11:15 Taller 1
una parte de su conversión. Vamos te.com. Si necesita ayuda, o desea
11:30
– 12:30 Almuerzo
pagar con cheque por favor cona escuchar por qué tenemos que
12:30 – 1:30 Taller 2
tacte a Jamin Herold al
hacer esto, y algunas formas prác1:45-2:45 Taller 3
jherold@diokzoo.org. Si necesita
ticas para hacerlo.
3:00 – 4:00 Taller 4
Fecha de la Convocatoria: Oc- ayuda en español, comuníquese
4:15 – 5:15 Misa

La Gratitud
por las Hermanas Misioneras Siervas del Divino Espíritu
Hay una frase antigua de Lao Tse que dice: “la gratitud es la memoria
del Corazón” es precisamente desde lo profundo del corazón de donde emanan los verdaderos sentimientos del hombre que hace que la gratitud tenga
una fuerza renovadora que hoy nos impulsa a dar gracias a Dios por las infinitas oportunidades que nos regala para descubrir las grandes sorpresas de
un Dios que es amor. Hoy, por ejemplo, damos gracias a Dios por el maravilloso trabajo realizado por la
Doctora Fanny Tabares para la Diócesis durante estos años, y a ella por ser un instrumento dócil en las manos
de Dios y dejarse guiar para que Dios cumpliera su voluntad en favor de muchos a quien abrazó, acompañó,
corrigió, apoyó, formó, educó y lo más importante ama en nombre de Dios y de la Iglesia.
También damos gracias a Dios y a todos aquellos que hacen posible que el pasado mes de Septiembre
cumpliéramos dos años de trabajo en esta hermosa diócesis de Kalamazoo y así son muchos los motivos que
cada día están delante de nosotros para invitarnos a la gratitud, cómo sería nuestra vida sí cada noche
dedicáramos al menos 5 minutos para recordar experiencias y dar gracias a Dios; aun el reto es mayor sí cada
día dedicáramos 5 minutos de nuestro tiempo para darle gracias a alguien por lo que realiza eficazmente, por un
favor que nos prestó, por cobrarnos cortésmente en el supermercado, por sonreírnos al pasar a nuestro lado, por
una palabra amable, por prepararnos una deliciosa comida, por estar atentos a nuestras necesidades, por una
mirada sencilla y así hay una infinidad de acontecimientos que merecen nuestra gratitud.
Dios quiere nuestra gratitud y no porque Él esté sujeto a ello, pero sí porque a Él le gusta un corazón
agradecido que se conmueve ante sus signos de amor y que reconoce que todo es un don gratuito de su amor.

Right to Life de Michigan: Panel de Discusión Pro – Vida en Español
El viernes 28 de octubre del 2016 de 7:00 – 9:00p.m. el “Right to Life de Michigan” en colaboración con la
Diócesis de Kalamazoo tendrá un panel de discusión en español sobre el derecho a la vida. Este evento es
gratis y para todos.
Los Panelistas serán: Padre Leonel Cartagena: Vicario Parroquial de la Diócesis de Kalamazoo; Maria
Granados, RLM Comité Asesor para Alcance Multicultural y Presidenta del Comité de Liderazgo Hispano RLM;
y Valerie Sigamani: Mentoría/Coordinador de Reclutamiento y Refugio de Cuidado de Crianza Bethany Christian
Servicios de Michigan. La Moderadora del evento será Socorro Truchan, Director Asociado, Secretariado para
la Vida Parroquial y Liderazgo Laico de la Diócesis de Kalamazoo.
Lugar del evento será el Auditorio del Lawrence Education Center del Hospital Borgess,
1521 Gull Rd, Kalamazoo, MI 49048.

Concurso Estudiantil “La Familia Evangelizadora”
Por Socorro Truchan
“Jesús quiere evangelizadores que anuncien la Buena Nueva no sólo con palabras, sino sobre todo con una vida transfigurada por la presencia de Dios”. - Papa
Francisco El Papa Francisco nos llama a difundir la Buena Nueva a través de la
evangelización. ¿Cómo se vive en tu familia? Enviar su trabajo original de Arte,
Composición, Música, o Video al 3er Concurso Estudiantil de Familias Católicas en
Kalamazoo, mostrando cómo se vive como “La Familia Evangelizadora”. El concurso
será del 15 de Septiembre del 2016 hasta el 15 de Febrero del 2017 y es para los
estudiantes en los grados de 4 a 12 (asistencia a escuelas católicas no es necesario).
Para obtener más información sobre el concurso, incluyendo instrucciones para la presentación y las reglas
del concurso, visite diokzoo.org/student-art-contest o llamar a Socorro Truchan al 269-903-0199.
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Here & There
Here & There publishes parish, Catholic school and diocesan
sponsored events. Submissions should be sent to Vicki Cessna,
Email: vcessna@diokzoo.org

Confirmations with
Bishop Bradley
Oct. 8, 4 p.m. – Immaculate
Conception Parish, Hartford
Oct. 9, 11 a.m. – Immaculate
Conception Parish, Three Rivers
Oct. 23, 2:30 p.m. – St. Mary’s
Visitation Parish, Byron Center
Oct. 29, 6 p.m. – St. Joseph
Parish, St. Joseph
Oct. 30 3 p.m. – Diocesan
Confirmation, St. Augustine
Cathedral, Kalamazoo
Oct. 8: St. Joseph Parish retreat,
St. Joseph, day begins with 8 a.m.
Mass and features two talks by.
Fr. Robert Creagan on adoration,
saints and the rosary. Opportunity
for Confession, visit to PEA chapel,
lunch and shopping with Newman’s Bookshoppe on-site. No
cost. Register: 269-983-1575.
Oct. 9: 5K Walk/Run, Saint Mary
Catholic School, Paw Paw. Held at
Celery Flats, Portage. 9 a.m. start.
Register: runsignup.com.

Oct. 9-11: Concert and Retreat
with John Bell, Transformations
Spirituality Center. Retreat focused
on Christian values of inclusion
and hospitality and features Big
World, Big Sing concert.
Cost: $130. Registration Info:
http://conta.cc/1sSU9yT.
Oct. 15: Public Square Rosary
Rally, Sacred Heart Parish,
Bangor, Noon. Rosary rally held in
downtown Bangor Park in
commemoration of the 99th
anniversary of the apparition of
Our Lady of Fatima. Contact:
Diane Berry, 269-427-7204.
Oct. 21-22: Rummage Sale,
Fr. Bart Hall, St. Mary Parish,
Kalamazoo.
Oct 21 – 4 to 8 p.m.;
Oct. 22 – 7 a.m. to noon.

Oct. 22: Ladies Retreat Day,
Blessed Sacrament Parish,
Allegan, 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. at
Allegan County Inn. Retreat led by
Fr. Dan Doctor and titled “Tending
the Spiritual Garden – A Walk with
Women of the Christian Tradition”.
Cost: $15. Contact:
Sheila, 269-673-4455.

Grief support workshop co-sponsored by Redmond Funeral Homes
The Diocese of Kalamazoo in collaboration with Redmond Funeral Homes
is sponsoring Grieving with Great HOPE – a weekend grief support workshop that offers a prayerful, practical and personal approach for anyone
who is mourning the loss of a loved one, Oct. 14-15 at St. Augustine Cathedral. If you have lost a spouse, a child, a grandchild, a parent, another family member or a friend, you are encouraged to attend. Presenters will
include Fr. Francis Marotti and John and Sandy O’Shaughnessy from Good
Mourning Ministry, a local Catholic bereavement apostolate. Friday’s sessions will run from 7 to 9 p.m. while Saturday’s will begin at 10 a.m. and
end with 4 p.m. Mass. Cost is $25. Visit www.goodmourningministry.net for
more information and registration. Questions: Contact Socorro Truchan at
269-903-0199 or via email: struchan@diokzoo.org
Holy Family Radio Pledge Drive comes to Kalamazoo
Have you ever wondered what a live radio pledge drive looks like? Now’s
your chance to find out. Holy Family Radio’s fall pledge drive will be
Oct. 11-14. Tuesday, Oct. 11 and Thursday, Oct. 13 will be broadcast live
from Newman’s Bookshoppe in downtown Kalamazoo.
“Holy Family Radio is pleased to be broadcasting part of the fall Pledge
Drive live right from the studio in Newman’s Bookshoppe in Kalamazoo,
and would like to encourage people to come and see “YOUR local
Catholic radio station” in action,” said Robert Mulderink, General Manager
of Holy Family Radio.Newman’s Bookshoppe and Holy Family Radio are
both Catholic resources for the Diocese of Kalamazoo and are a natural
partnership, says Steve Goffeney, Director of Newman’s Bookshoppe. During the pledge drive broadcasts, all are welcome to visit
Newman’s and watch the broadcast live.
Oct. 26: KDCCW “Instruments of
Mercy,” St. Mary Parish, Marshall,
8:15 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Cost: $20,
includes light breakfast and lunch.
Register: Sue Annis,
269-629-5757, sannis58@aol.com.
Questions? Contact:
Kathy Wanner, 269-841-9189.
Nov. 3: Find Yourself at Hackett
Catholic Prep open house, 6-8
p.m., Hackett Catholic Prep.

terial creatures. Only one, humankind, is a spiritual-material
creature. God combines spirit and
matter to form each of us, a
unique, singular being. Every person is an undiscovered mystery
who will live, body and soul reunited, forever sharing in God’s
own life. We are a reflection of
God who is Unfathomable Spirit;
able to make choices, to reason,
and to give and receive love. We
are so precious that God the Son,
Jesus the Christ, offered His life,
dying on the cross, taking the punishment that we deserve, so that
each one of us could be united
with God, forgiven and restored.
Our value as persons then
does not depend on physical characteristics or intellectual abilities
and achievements, but on the fact

Trauma Recovery Program in Spanish
The Diocese of Kalamazoo continues with the Trauma Recovery Program in Spanish.
If you know someone who has suffered any type of trauma (physical, sexual, neglect, etc.)
either in the past or present, please refer them for help to
Lisette Mira-Amaya 269-929-7084 or Fanny Tabares 269-903-0209.
It is necessary to make an appointment as soon as possible, before the program begins,
with the counselor Lissette.

Making a Report of Sexual Misconduct Number
A report of sexual misconduct may be initiated at the Diocese of Kalamazoo’s
Sexual Misconduct Question and Reporting Line: 877-802-0115. A caller will be requested to
provide his or her name and telephone number. All calls regarding sexual misconduct will be
returned, usually within one hour. This toll-free telephone number has been established as a
part of the diocese's effort to protect children, young people and other vulnerable people in our
schools, parishes and ministries. This line is for reporting suspected sexual misconduct or child
abuse within diocesan institutions and ministries only. If you have some other concern about
diocesan schools, parishes or ministries, please contact the appropriate diocesan school,
parish or office directly. In all cases of sexual abuse you are encouraged to report all cases to
the local police or protective services.

that we are made in the image of
God. Those whom we may consider ‘disabled’ are in fact ‘differently-abled’ with unique gifts that
they bring to those around them.
Many saints who had some ‘disability’ contributed greatly in helping others grow in holiness. Bl.
Margaret of Castello, (1287-1320,)
beatified October 19, 1609, was
born blind, lame and hunchbacked.
Abandoned by her family, Margaret lived among the poor. She
was known for her cheerfulness,
convinced that God loves each person infinitely. More than 200 miracles are attributed to her
intercession. Her incorrupt body,
more than 670 years after death,
lies under the high altar of the
Church of St. Domenico at Cittadi-Castello, Italy.

Congregation of
St. Joseph Special
Service Days
On October 15, 2016, Founder’s
Day, all are invited to participate
in service with the Congretaion
of St. Joseph in any of their
locations, including our Sisters
of St. Joseph at Nazareth. If you
are interested in getting involved
or would like more information on
service opportunities, visit
csjoseph.org/serviceopportunities
or email
celebrating10@csjoseph.org.

3427 Gull Road, Kalamazoo 49048

Nov. 5: Bountiful Harvest Dinner &
Auction, St. Mary Catholic School,
Paw Paw. Contact: 269-657-3750.
Nov. 10-13: Cursillo Weekend for
Catholic Women, St. Joseph
Parish, Kalamazoo. Weekend
begins 7 p.m. Thursday and
concludes by 7 p.m. Sunday.
Contact: Sharon Matkin,
srmatkin@gmail.com.

Every person is a masterpiece of God’s creation
By Joyce Bede
Imagine yourself pausing in
front of a design of great beauty.
Your soul quiets and is filled with
wonder and awe.
If art, created by man, can
evoke such a response within us,
how much more is the same wonder, reverence and respect due to
each person we encounter, who
was handcrafted by the very God
who spoke the world into being?
Now think of an artist stepping back from a great work of art
and admiring his or her creation.
When God created each of us, He
did so with precision and purpose,
and He looks on each of us with
love and joy that cannot be outdone in intensity or tenderness.
From the beginning of time,
God created both spiritual and ma-
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Living Wisely
Sat., Oct. 29; 9am – 2pm
Fr. Richard Fragomeni
Fr. Richard will share his
insights and use scripture and
poetry to help us experience a
greater sense of connectedness
with God and all of creation.
A day with Fr. Richard is
like a long, cool drink on a hot
summer day. Refreshing!

The Radical Unity of the
Universe
Sat., Nov. 5; 9am - 12pm
Marcella Clancy, CSJ

Our Lord invites each of us to
behold ourselves and one another
with wonder and awe. No matter
how the world might view us or
others, let us treat each person as
the masterpiece that he or she is.
Joyce Bede M.A. member Kalamazoo
Diocesan Commission for Ministry to Persons with Disabilities. Visit
www.usccb.org/respectlife for more resources.

Corn Maze Fun
Come join in the fun at the 4th Annual Corn Maze, located at

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH,
located at 8220 M-60, Union City, MI

September 16 – October 29
Time: Friday (5-8 pm) • Saturday (2-9 pm) • Sunday (1-6 pm)
Large groups are welcomed during
the week by appointment.
Carol Adams 269-832-8275 or Faith Robertson at 517-756-8411

www.m60cornmaze.com

We are a part of the creative
energy of the universe and
both our sufferings and our
joys are a part of the radical
unity of creation. God’s love
is hidden in all of us, and our
universe.
We will see how we can
contribute to this sense of
oneness, both in our own
souls and in the whole of the
cosmos. Together we will come
to find the unity for which all
creation is destined.
More info & register at

TransformationsCenter.org
269-381-6290 x327

COUPON
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Battle Creek Area Catholic School Mass
Bishop Bradley celebrated the annual Battle Creek Area Catholic Schools
Mass on September 1st. Students from St. Joseph Elementary and
Middle Schools along with St. Philip Catholic Central attended the Mass
held at St. Joseph Catholic Church.

Photography by Daniel Flanagan

Blue Mass
Sunday, Sept. 11, Bishop Bradley
celebrated the annual Blue Mass at
St. Catherine of Siena Parish in
Portage, honoring all local first responders, public safety officials,
EMT staff and military personnel.
So many parishioners from around
the diocese came to show their
support overflow seating was
needed.

Rite of
Acolyte

On Sept. 10, Bishop Bradley
celebrated the Rite of Acolyte
for 13 Deacon Candidates at
St. Augustine Cathedral. This
is the final step before being
ordained to the permanent
diaconate, God willing, next fall.

Lake Michigan
Catholic students
learn about angels
Fr. Tom McNally, spiritual director
and chaplain for Lake Michigan
Catholic Schools, visited the 4th
Grade to explain angels, pure
spirits created by God who help
us in big ways and small, and
who see God's will and act upon
it. Fr. Tom and the 4th Graders
contemplated this big idea,
and the many ways angels
have brought God's
goodness into their
lives.
Photo courtesy of
Lake Michigan
Catholic

Priest Corps at St. Monica
At St. Monica Catholic School, Mr. Wilson’s
Priest Corps meets every day during “Drop
Everything and Read” to read their bibles and
pray together.
Photo courtesy of St. Monica Catholic Schools

Year of Mercy
opportunities at the Cathedral
St. Augustine Cathedral Parish is expanding
its opportunities for Year of Mercy pilgrims.
For information on visiting the Holy Door for
pilgrimage visits please call the Cathedral
Parish at 269-345-5147. Monday – Friday:
8 a.m. – 4 p.m. for information about hours.
Expanded confession times are now in
effect through Sunday, November 20, 2016:
Monday – Friday; 7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.
and 11:15 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
Tuesday and Thursday, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.;
and Saturday 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Msgr. Michael Osborn, rector of the
Cathedral, has been appointed by
Pope Francis as a Minister of Mercy with
designated special faculties.

County Fairs
Thank you to all the many
volunteers who spent time
evangelizing at our Dicoese of
Kalamazoo booths at the Branch,
Kalamazoo, Allegan and
St. Joseph County Fairs this
summer, continuing the Church’s
mission to spread the Good
News. Pictured below: the Haruza
family spent time as booth volunteers at the St. Joseph County
Fair. Rachael Haruza (center)
teaches preschool at Immaculate
Conception School in Three Rivers.

Rev. Antony Rajesh, MSFS,
pastor of Immaculate Conception, Three Rivers; St. Clare,
Centreville and St. Barbara
Colon Parishes, celebrated
Mass at the St. Joseph County
Fair on Sept. 18.

