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The Good News
Diocesan Lay Ecclesial Ministry
Institute now taking applications
By Sarah DeMott

It has been a long time coming. For Deacon Kurt
Lucas and the other members of the Diocesan
Commission for Lay Ecclesial Ministry, months
(and even years) of hard work, research and discussion
have finally
culminated in the
diocese’s new
Lay Ecclesial
Ministry Institute,
a new program to
help prepare lay
men and women
for leadership
positions within
the Church.
The Institute is designed to
prepare lay women and men of the
Diocese of Kalamazoo with the
tools and skills needed to carry out
their respective ministries with a
solid sense of purpose, a clear theology of the Church, and the skills
needed to engage others as a leader
within their local parish.
The name, Lay Ecclesial Ministry Institute, comes from the nature of the education provided. Lay
refers to the fact that this ministry
is performed by lay persons, meaning non-ordained ministers. Ecclesial is a derivative of the Latin
word for church. Ecclesial means
this ministry takes place within the
Church. Ministry refers to service.
It is a general term encompassing
all lay roles within the Church, including youth ministers, religious
education teachers, administrators
and more. It is a big umbrella, including single and married men
and women, some who work full
time and some who are part time.
According to John and Sylvia
Dillon, chairpersons of the Diocesan Commission for Lay Ecclesial
Ministry, the Institute will help
people already active in their
parishes, or who are looking to become active, to grow in their
knowledge of the faith and gain
valuable leadership skills.
“The Institute will produce
well-trained lay women and men
who are eager to step into leadership roles in their local parishes,
people who have a solid sense of
the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, well-equipped people who
pastors and administrators can call
upon to work within their parish

communities,” says John Dillon.
“The hope is that people will go
back to their local parish and take
leadership roles, and to give people who are already volunteering
and active in their parish better
background, knowledge of faith
and deeper spirituality.”
During the three years of the
program, participants will grow in
their understanding of self and others, the practice of Christian
virtues in their ministry and daily
life, learn to identify spiritual gifts,
gain theological knowledge and
much more. Sample session topics
during the first year include Introduction to the Old Testament and
Conflict Resolution and Consensus
Building.
Education programs for lay
ministers are not new for Catholic
Diocese. According to Sylvia Dillon, they are a direct product of
Vatican II and many, if not most,
dioceses throughout the United
States have a lay ecclesial ministry
process somewhere in their adult
formation program. Bishop
Bradley began discussing a Lay
Ecclesial Ministry program shortly
after arriving at the Diocese of
Kalamazoo, creating the Diocesan
Commission for Lay Ecclesial
Ministry in February 2013.
“We’ve done research on various models and we took bits and
pieces from several different dioceses and developed what we feel
is the best fit for the Diocese of
Kalamazoo setting,” says Sylvia
Dillon. “At Vatican II, the baptized
of the Church were called to share
a role in spreading the faith,
Story continued – Page 5

Bishop Bradley concelebrates Mass with
Pope Francis during Rome pilgrimage
One of the highlights of
Bishop Paul J. Bradley’s pilgrimage to Rome last month included
the opportunity to concelebrate
Mass with Pope Francis on Tuesday, April 14.
“At 6:30 a.m., I walked to the
gate of the Domus Sanctae
Marthae to join with those who
were waiting to be admitted for the
7 a.m. morning Mass with the
Holy Father,” wrote Bishop
Bradley [visit his blog: catholickalamazoo@blogspot.com]. Every
day since his election a little more
than two years ago, Pope Francis
celebrates the 7 a.m. morning Mass
in the Chapel of the Domus, and

besides members of the Papal
Household, a few people are given
permission to join in that daily celebration of the Eucharist.”
In addition to Bishop Bradley,
also present were seven cardinals
who are on a special advisory committee to the pope, as well as 15
other priests. Bishop was able to
greet the Holy Father as he detailed
in his blog:
“After the Mass, and after the
Holy Father's extended time of
prayerful thanksgiving, he personally greeted everyone in attendance. I happened to be the first to
greet him, and I extended to him
the prayers and best wishes of the

Michigan Catholic
Conference promotes
Year of Marriage with
advertising campaign

priests and lay faithful of the Diocese of Kalamazoo, and assured
him of our prayers for him every
day. It was an amazing and very
memorable spiritual experience for
me to be able to concelebrate the
Eucharist with the Holy Father and
to personally shake and kiss his
hand as well as to give him personal greetings. “
Bishop Bradley also visited
with two diocesan seminarians,
Jeff Hanley and Max Nightingale,
who are studying at the Pontifical
North American College in Rome.
He was joined by members of his
family as well as Rev. Ted Martin,
pastor, St. Margaret Parish, Otsego.

based activities to promote the Year of Marriage. The
hope of these efforts is to reaffirm the Catholic
Church’s stance on marriage and to present Catholics
and the general public with a positive perspective of
marriage between one man and one woman.
The television spot features commentary from a
Bloomfield Hills couple who speak about marriage as
a covenant and highlights scenes from their family
life. The spot concludes with the husband saying,
“A successful marriage makes our society better.”
Payment for the ads did not come from parishes,
but from funds set aside to fund such efforts as the
result of investments made by MCC. For more
information on the Year of Marriage, visit
MichiganCelebratesMarriage.com.
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In collaboration with a year-long educational effort to present a positive understanding of traditional
marriage, the Michigan Catholic Conference ran a
statewide ad campaign on April 26-30th. The ads ran
on NBC affiliates.
In addition to the ads, Catholic dioceses and
parishes throughout Michigan are hosting marriage-
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APPOINTMENTS:

From the Editor
By Victoria Cessna

Communication Director & Editor of The Good News

A few Sundays ago while still riding a post-Easter high
I quizzed my adorable class of four-year-olds on the
importance of the holiday.
What did we just celebrate? I asked them. “Easter!”
They shouted back.
And what happened on Easter?
“The Easter bunny left my basket in the bathtub!” giggled one little girl.
What else happened — I prompted — what are we celebrating?
Sensing their befuddlement I continued by giving them the answer:
“Jesus died for us and then rose from the dead, right?” I said.
Yes!” they shouted.
And where’s Jesus today?
Smiling from ear-to-ear, one little girl exclaimed, “Jesus is in our
hearts!”
Wow. From the mouths of babes. I was actually expecting my young
students to come back with answers such as “heaven” or maybe even “in
my bathtub” but these four words of wisdom from a child of God convey
the essence of what it means to be Christian — keeping Jesus in our
hearts — as our very lifeblood.
And what better lifeblood do we have in our faith but the sacraments—amazing opportunities to be quenched with the gift of grace. I
was reflecting on this child’s beautiful imagery and wisdom as I thought
about all the liturgical activities going on during the month of May. In
some ways, May is like the “March Madness” of Church celebrations
(without the brackets): First communions, confirmations, weddings, ordinations, May crowning, Baccalaureate Masses and more.
Imagine if at each of these encounters, we kept the awe and wonder
of a young child and let Jesus reside in our heart.
Pope Francis, began his catechesis on the sacraments during his
General Audiences, with these words,
“Every encounter with Christ, who in the Sacraments gives us salvation, invites us to ‘go’ and communicate to others the salvation that we
have been able to see, to touch, to encounter and to receive, and which is
truly credible because it is love.” He continued by affirming the childlike wonder we all need to adopt as he said, “The grace of the Sacraments nourishes in us a strong and joyful faith, a faith that knows how to
stand in wonder before the ‘marvels’ of God and how to resist the idols of
the world.”
During this month as your dance card is blissfully full of celebrations may you embrace the contagious child-like joy of a four-year-old
and be able to exclaim to all who will listen that Jesus is in your heart.

Pope Francis MAY Intentions
Universal: That, rejecting the culture
of indifference, we may care for our neighbors who suffer, especially the sick and the
poor.
Evangelization: That Mary’s intercession
may help Christians in secularized
cultures be ready to proclaim Jesus.
The Good News for the
Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo
I hereby designate The Good News as the
official publication of the Diocese of Kalamazoo.
All notices and regulations, appointments,
assignments, etc. issued under the caption “Official” are to be regarded as official communications of the
Bishop of Kalamazoo. Opinion columns, features and
letters to the editor that appear in the publication do not
necessarily reflect the opinions held by The Good News
or the Diocese of Kalamazoo.
+Most Rev. Paul J. Bradley
Bishop of Kalamazoo

MAY 2015

Bishop Paul J. Bradley announced the following
appointments:
Rev. Robert Creagan, Pastor of St. Catherine of Siena Parish in
Portage, has been named temporary Canonical Pastor of Immaculate
Conception, Three Rivers and St. Clare, Centreville.
Rev. Matthew Manalel will remain in temporary residence at
St. Augustine Cathedral until further assignment.

Rev. Creagan

Rev. Manalel

Correction: In the April issue of The Good News, a photo from the Kalamazoo Diocese Council of Catholic
Women’s Lenten event was incorrectly labeled. The photo was celebrating the 95th anniversary of the
National Council of Catholic Women, not the local chapter’s anniversary. We apologize for the error.

IN MEMORIAM
mittal service at All Saints Cemetery in Des Plaines.
Cardinal George, 78,
The cardinal wished to be buried in the George family
plot.
dies after long fight
In an April 18 telegram to Archbishop Cupich,
with cancer
Pope Francis expressed his condolences to all in the
Chicago Archdiocese and imparted his apostolic
By Catholic News Service
CHICAGO (CNS) — Cardinal Francis E. George, the blessing. He recalled Cardinal George’s “witness of
retired archbishop of Chicago who was the first native consecrated life” as a Missionary Oblate of Mary Immaculate, “his service to the church’s educational
Chicagoan to head the archdiocese, died April 17 at
apostolate,” and his years of episcopal ministry.
his residence after nearly 10 years battling cancer. He
“I join you in commending the soul
was 78.
of this wise and gentle pastor to the merHis successor in Chicago, Archciful love of God our heavenly Father,”
bishop Blase J. Cupich, called Cardinal
said the pope.
George “a man of peace, tenacity and
Cardinal George was a philosophy
courage” in a statement he read at a news
professor and regional provincial then
conference held outside Holy Name
vicar general of his religious order, the
Cathedral to announce the death.
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate,
Archbishop Cupich singled out Carbefore being named a bishop in 1990.
dinal George for overcoming many obstaHe was named bishop of Yakima,
cles to become a priest, and “not letting
Washington, in 1990, then was appointed
his physical limitations moderate his zeal
archbishop of Portland, Oregon, in April
for bringing the promise of Christ’s love
Cardinal Francis E. George
1996. Less than a year later, St. John
where it was needed most.”
Paul II named him to fill the position in Chicago,
A childhood bout with polio had left the prelate
which was left vacant by the death of Cardinal Joseph
with a weakened leg and a pronounced limp throughBernardin in November 1996.
out his life.
Archbishop Cupich in his statement also noted
“We are saddened by the loss of one of our great
spiritual leaders, Cardinal Francis George, who passed that when the U.S. church “struggled with the grave
sin of clerical sexual abuse, (Cardinal George) stood
away on Friday, April 17 after a lengthy and courastrong among his fellow bishops and insisted that zero
geous battle with cancer. He was an extraordinary
tolerance was the only course consistent with our beman with a sharp intellect, an unwavering pastoral
liefs.”
heart, and a true inspiration to me of what it means to
Cardinal George was president of the U.S. Conbe a strong leader who always spoke the truth in love.
ference of Catholic Bishops for three years, from
He will be long remembered for his courageous lead2007 to 2010, which made him the public face of the
ership within the Church. We extend our heartfelt
bishops’ efforts to help shape what became the Afprayers to Archbishop Blase J. Cupich and the people
fordable Care Act.
of the Archdiocese of Chicago.”
The future cardinal was born in Chicago Jan. 16,
With the cardinal’s death, the College of Cardinals has 223 members, of whom 121 are under 80 and 1937, to Francis J. and Julia R. (McCarthy) George.
He attended St. Pascal elementary school on
thus eligible to vote for a pope.
Chicago’s northwest side, the parish where he would
Cardinal George’s funeral Mass was celebrated
April 23 at Holy Name Cathedral, followed by a com- be ordained a priest Dec. 21, 1963.
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Sr. Joyce Anderson, CSJ, passed away April 9. Services were held at Holy
Family Chapel, Nazareth. Sr. Joyce entered into the Congregation of the Sisters of St.
Joseph of Nazareth on September 1, 1956. She pronounced first vows on July 2, 1959 and
final vows on July 2, 1962. Sr. Joyce was an excellent cook and served in various
locations: St. Veronica Convent in East Detroit, Nazareth Convent, and Villa St. Anthony in
Comstock. She spent 36 years in food service at Borgess Hospital before retiring and returning to Nazareth Center where she volunteered wherever she was needed.
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Holy Family Chapel, Nazareth. Sr. Rosita entered into the Congregation of the Sisters of St.
Joseph of Nazareth on June 18, 1939. She pronounced first vows on January 9, 1942 and
final vows on January 9, 1945. She earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in history from
Nazareth College and a Master of Arts degree in education from the University of Detroit.
She served as teacher and principal at numerous schools more than her 42 years in education, including: St. David in Detroit, Immaculate Heart of Mary in Lansing, St. Mary in
Williamston and St. Clement in Center Line. She served as pastoral assistant and director of
activities at Marian-Oakland Senior Community in Farmington Hills for eight years before retiring and working
as a volunteer librarian for the blind and physically disabled at the Macomb County Library.
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The Bishop’s Perspective

La Perspectiva del Obispo

The Church’s birthday gives us all a present to share

El cumpleaños de la Iglesia nos da a todos un
presente para compartir

May 24, 2015 — That date may not immediately mean anything special to us.
It’s probably not a date on our calendar, planned for months ahead of time, nor
waited for with excited anticipation. And yet, May 24, 2015 is one of the most
important days of the Liturgical Year. It is the solemn and joyful Feast of Pentecost; it is the “Birthday of the Church,” now two thousand and fifteen years everyoung.
While Christmas and Easter receive more “press” and popularity, Pentecost is a defining moment for the Church as it unites us as the Body of Christ, enlivened by the gift of the Holy
Spirit, and commissioned to go forth to the ends of the earth proclaiming the Good News of
the Risen Lord.
This Spring I am having the great joy of going to many of our parishes celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation. At each celebration, I have a first-hand opportunity to witness the
power of the Holy Spirit’s gifts as they strengthen the young people being confirmed, and by
extension, strengthen the Church both here in southwest Michigan and throughout the world.
With that in mind, I would like to reflect with you on the importance of Pentecost, its meaning to us today, and how essential it is to the unity and identity of us as the Body of Christ.
Pentecost is one of the most ancient feasts of the Church, celebrated early enough to be referenced in the Acts of the Apostles (20:16) and St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians (16:8).
The English word “Pentecost” is actually a transliteration of the Greek word pentekostos,
which means “fifty.” It is derived from the ancient Christian expression pentekoste hemera,
which means “fiftieth day.” In early Christian times Pentecost replaced the Jewish feast
known as the “Festival of Weeks (Shavuot in Hebrew),” which took place 50 days after
Passover, which marked the sealing of the Old Covenant on Mount Sinai. For the apostles
and first disciples, this day took on an entirely new meaning when, on this ancient Feast of
Shavuot/Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was so dramatically poured out upon them in the Upper
Room, empowering them for their mission and forming them into the Church.
Just as Jesus had promised His Apostles that He would send His Holy Spirit, it was on Pentecost that they were granted the seven-fold gifts of the Spirit: wisdom, understanding, right
judgment, courage, knowledge, reverence, wonder and awe. Equipped with those gifts, the
Apostles began to preach the Good News with such conviction that all those who were gathered from all parts of the world were able to hear and understand; more than 3,000 people
were converted and baptized that day.
This amazing Pentecost event is clearly the day the Church was born, and therefore, why we
call Pentecost “the birthday of the Church.” On this day, with the descent of the Holy Spirit
and the gifts and fruits he bestowed upon the apostles, Christ’s mission to the nations began
— a mission that continues today through the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
In his address last year on the Feast of Pentecost, Pope Francis affirmed the Spirit’s guiding
role in our daily lives. He said,
“The first Pentecost does not remain only limited to that moment, but is an event that is
renewed and renews itself again. Christ, glorified at the right [hand] of the Father,
continues to realize his promise, sending the Holy Spirit to enliven the Church, who
teaches us, reminds us and makes us speak.”
As Pope Francis further explained, the Holy Spirit is the “interior Teacher,” guiding us
“along the right path, throughout the situations of life.” The Pope concluded: “In the early
days of the Church, Christianity was called ‘the way,’ and Jesus himself is the way. The Holy
Spirit teaches us to follow him, to walk in his footsteps. More than a teacher of doctrine, the
Spirit is a teacher of life.” (emphasis added)
Now, 2,015 birthdays later, the Church continues its mission of evangelization to the entire
world. The Church is universal; it is multi-lingual/multi-cultural. And the Church’s mission,
inspired by the Spirit, is a mission we are all called to embrace and to promote.
On the day of our Baptism, and more completely on the day of our Confirmation, each of us
has been baptized into the Spirit and are “temples of the Holy Spirit.” We have God’s loving,
powerful Spirit within us. We are equipped with those incredible gifts of the Holy Spirit: to
help us be wise as God is wise; to help us be courageous; to help us see the wonder of
God’s abiding Presence in every person which is why we must treat every person with dignity and respect, and to stand in awe of every aspect of God’s creation in the world around
us, and to help us to hold our own lives and the life of every human being with reverence,
and to give us the right judgment, knowledge and understanding to help us in our evangelizing — witnessing to and sharing the Good News of our faith. Imagine the powerful results we would see if all of us embraced and put to good use these gifts of the Spirit; if we let
them permeate the world around us; if we let our faith shine as a witness to everyone we
meet.
Continued on page 4

24 de mayo 2015 — Esa fecha probablemente no viene a la mente de
inmediato. No está marcada en tu calendario, planeada con meses de
anticipación ni esperada con emocionada anticipación — pero tal vez debería
ser. Y, sin embargo, el 24 de mayo es uno de los días más importantes del año
litúrgico. Es la fiesta solemne y gozosa de Pentecostés; es el “Cumpleaños de la Iglesia,”
ahora dos mil quince años siempre joven.
Mientras que Navidad y Pascua reciben más “prensa” y popularidad, Pentecostés es un
momento decisivo para la Iglesia, ya que nos une como Cuerpo de Cristo, animado por el
don del Espíritu Santo, y encargado a salir a los confines de la tierra proclamando la Buena
Nueva del Señor resucitado.
Esta primavera, ya que tengo la gran alegría de ir a muchas de nuestras parroquias
celebrando el Sacramento de la Confirmación, tengo una oportunidad de primera mano
para presenciar el poder de los dones del Espíritu Santo, al fortalecer a aquellos jóvenes
siendo confirmados, y por extensión, fortaleciendo a la Iglesia, tanto aquí en el suroeste de
Michigan como en todo el mundo. Con esto en mente, me gustaría reflexionar con ustedes
sobre la importancia de Pentecostés, su significado para nosotros hoy, y lo importante que
es para la unidad y la identidad de nosotros como Cuerpo de Cristo.
Pentecostés es una de las fiestas más antiguas de la Iglesia, celebrada suficientemente
temprano como para hacer referencia de ella en los Hechos de los Apóstoles (20:16) y la
primera carta de S. Pablo a los Corintios (16: 8). La palabra “Pentecostés” es una
transliteración de la palabra griega pentekostos la cual significa “cincuenta”. Se deriva de
la antigua expresión cristiana pentekoste hemera, que significa “quincuagésimo día.”
En los primeros tiempos cristianos Pentecostés sustituyó a la fiesta judía conocida como la
“Fiesta de las Semanas (Shavuot en hebreo)”, que se llevó a cabo 50 días después de la
Pascua, la celebración gozosa del sellado de la Antigua Alianza en el Monte Sinaí.
Para los apóstoles y primeros discípulos, este día tomó un significado totalmente nuevo
cuando, en esta antigua fiesta de Shavuot / Pentecostés, el Espíritu Santo fue derramado de
manera tan dramática sobre ellos en el Cenáculo, dándoles el poder para su misión y
formándolos en la Iglesia.
Así como Jesús había prometido a sus Apóstoles que enviaría su Espíritu Santo, fue en el
día de Pentecostés que se les concedieron los siete dones del Espíritu: sabiduría,
inteligencia, consejo, fortaleza, ciencia, piedad y temor de Dios. Equipados con esos
regalos, los apóstoles comenzaron a predicar la Buena Nueva con tal convicción que todos
los que estaban reunidos de todas partes del mundo fueron capaces de escuchar y entender;
más de 3.000 personas se convirtieron y bautizaron ese día.
Este increíble evento de Pentecostés es claramente el día que nació la Iglesia, y por lo
tanto, el porqué llamamos Pentecostés “el nacimiento de la Iglesia.” En este día, con el
descenso del Espíritu Santo y los dones y frutos que otorgó a los apóstoles, la misión de
Cristo a las naciones comenzó — una misión que continúa en la actualidad a través de la
Iglesia una, santa, católica y apostólica.
En su discurso del año pasado en la fiesta de Pentecostés, el Papa Francisco afirmó el papel
de guía del Espíritu en nuestra vida cotidiana. Él dijo:
“El primer Pentecostés no se queda solamente limitado a ese momento, es un evento
que es renovado y se renueva a sí mismo de nuevo. Cristo glorificado a la derecha
del Padre, continua realizando su promesa, enviando al Espíritu Santo para dar vida a
la Iglesia, quien nos enseña, nos recuerda y nos hace hablar”.
“Como además explicó el Papa Francisco, el Espíritu Santo es el “Maestro interior”, nos
guía “por el buen camino, en las situaciones de la vida” El Papa concluyó: “En los
primeros días de la Iglesia, el cristianismo era llamado “el camino”, y el mismo Jesús es el
camino. El Espíritu Santo nos enseña a seguirle, a caminar tras sus pasos. Más que un
maestro de la doctrina, el Espíritu es un maestro de la vida.” (El subrayado es nuestro)
Ahora, 2.015 cumpleaños más tarde, la Iglesia continúa su misión evangelizadora en el
mundo entero. La Iglesia es universal; es multilingüe / multicultural. Y la misión de la
Iglesia, inspirada por el Espíritu, es una misión que todos estamos llamados a abrazar y
ayudar a promover.
En el día de nuestro bautismo, y de forma más completa en el día de nuestra Confirmación,
cada uno de nosotros hemos sido bautizados en el Espíritu y somos “templos del Espíritu
Santo.” Tenemos el amoroso y poderoso Espíritu de Dios dentro de nosotros. Estamos
equipados con esos increíbles dones del Espíritu Santo: para ayudarnos a ser sabios como
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Bishop Dominic joins Kenyan bishops
for Ad Limina trip to Rome
The following is a letter from Bishop Dominic Kimengich, Bishop of
the Diocese of Lodwar, Kenya, a sister diocese to the Diocese of
Kalamazoo.
About two weeks ago, 27 bishops
from Kenya were in Rome for their
Ad Limina visit. This visit is usually
done once every five years by bishops
in a particular country so as to meet
the Pope and give a five-year report
on the diocese.
Pope Francis wanted to hear all
that was happening in Kenya, especially after the terrible terrorists’ attack
that we recently had in Kenya where 147 Christian students were massacred in the University of Garissa in the north eastern part of Kenya. These
terrorists belonging to the Al Shabab group in Somalia made their way
through the University while most of the students were asleep, separating
the Muslims and Christians, killing 147 students and two soldiers. Earlier
in December last year, the same terrorist group had stopped a bus travelling to Nairobi from Mandera — a town near the border of Kenya and Somalia — boarded the bus, separated the Muslims from the Christians and
killed over 30 Christians.
Pope Francis took the opportunity to express his words of encouragement and support for the persecuted Kenyan Christians and all those who
have borne the brunt of these senseless killings and maiming of the lives
of so many promising young people. The Holy Father wanted us not to
give in to despair and fear but instead to remain steadfast in our faith, forgiving and praying for the conversion of these terrorists. Taking revenge
is not our way as Christians. Ours is to conquer and cover evil by good.
Furthermore it is a known fact that our Christian faith flourishes and
grows stronger in times of persecution. We have the example of the Christian martyrs, especially the early Christians who were ready to die for
their faith. Consequently their blood became the seeds of the faith. The
blood of our Christian brothers and sisters shed today will not fail to produce the same fruits of a strong and life-giving faith. This encounter with
Pope Francis, his simplicity and his powerful message, took away the
sadness which was in our hearts.
I want to express my sincere thanks and appreciation for the recent
support we received from the Diocese of Kalamazoo through the Office
of the Propagation of the Faith. This money will go toward the construction of Bishop Mahon Jubilee Peace Center. This Centre will be the coordinating place for all our peace activities in the region that covers those
dioceses bordering the Diocese of Lodwar in Kenya, Uganda, South
Sudan and Ethiopia.
During his last visit to Lodwar, together with Msgr. Mike Hazard and
Fr. John Peter Ambrose, Bishop Paul Bradley had the opportunity to participate in a Peace March, bringing together the Turkana and Pokot Communities who have been fighting each other for many years. This gesture
of solidarity and communion from the Diocese of Kalamazoo is a big contribution towards our peace efforts. God bless you all.
Please do keep us in your prayers. We need peace in Kenya and we need
peace in the Diocese of Lodwar.
Yours in Christ,
Bishop Dominic Kimengich

DILLON HALL
If you’re 62 or better, now’s the time to start
enjoying the better things in life!
Take a close look at
Dillon Hall Apartments.
You’ll enjoy convenient
maintenance-free living in
your own apartment.
Call today: (269) 342-0263

A sponsored ministry of the Congregation of St. Joseph.

3301 Gull Rd. #308, Kalamazoo, MI 49048
Smoke-Free Environment
Now Taking Applications!

• Pay 30% of your income for rent
• Utilities Included
• Emergency response system
• Low cost lunch
• On-site laundry room
• Beauty salon
• Storage unit included
• Community garden
• Beautiful community room
• Metro bus stop located on site
• Weekly trips to grocery shopping
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The Bishop’s Perspective
Right after Easter, I had the
great blessing of making a
pilgrimage to Rome, accompanied by
several members of my family, to visit
two of our seminarians studying at the
Pontifical North American College.
While these seven days held many
highlights (please visit www.catholickalamazoo.blogspot.com), including the
awesome privilege of concelebrating
Mass with our Holy Father in his residence chapel and the opportunity of
greeting him personally twice, the
greatest part of being in Rome every
time is to be present at the very “seat”
of our faith; to have prayed the Creed at
the Tomb of St. Peter, the one to whom
Jesus entrusted the leadership of His
Church (and to all the Successors of
Peter down to our current Holy Father
Pope Francis). Visiting Rome affirms
the universality of our faith. All we
have to do is read the daily headlines
and listen to the regular news reports to
realize that trouble, suffering and evil
abound in our world, from the racial unrest in Baltimore, to the earthquake disaster in Nepal, to the dire circumstances
of so many of our Christians sisters and
brothers who are being persecuted and
killed for the faith. How vitally important it is that we stand strong, united as
one Body of Christ, and empowered by
the greatest power of all: God’s Holy
Spirit! Just as the apostles did on the
day the Church was born 2,015 years
ago, so must we be strong, be united,
and continue the mission in our own
day and time.
My dear sisters and brothers, it’s certainly possible that, without all the
usual holiday “bells and whistles,” most
people might overlook Pentecost. But
we cannot overlook this important
Feast; we need to celebrate it and embrace everything about its meaning. On
Pentecost this year, I invite you to join
me in recommitting ourselves to open
our hearts and lives to the Holy Spirit’s
Presence, to put to use the amazing and
powerful gifts and fruits of the Holy
Spirit in helping us to live in the Father’s unconditional love for us. As we
celebrate the Birthday of the Church,
rather than giving a gift to the Church,
the Holy Spirit wants to continue “gifting” us with His Presence, calling us to
remain faithful members of the Church
who are inspired by and “set on fire
with” the willingness to give witness to
our faith in Christ in the ways we live,
in our joys and sorrows, in the midst of
the troubles, suffering and evil in our
world and in our lives because being a
part of the Church founded by Jesus,
our Risen Lord, brings us life here and
leads us to the life of the world to come.
What a birthday present that is! Happy
Birthday to you and to all of us, in the
power and grace of the Holy Spirit of
God.
God bless you, now and always.
God Bless you.

Continued from page 3

Dios es sabio; para ayudarnos a ser valientes; para ayudarnos a
ver la maravilla de la permanente presencia de Dios en cada
persona por lo que debemos tratar a cada persona con dignidad y
respeto, y de pie en el temor ante todos los aspectos de la
creación de Dios en el mundo que nos rodea y ayudarnos a
mantener nuestra propias vidas y la vida de cada ser humano con
reverencia, y para darnos el juicio correcto, el conocimiento y la
comprensión que nos ayude en nuestra evangelización —
testimoniando y compartiendo la Buena Nueva de nuestra Fe.
Imagínense los resultados poderosos que veríamos si todos
acogiéramos y pusiéramos en buen uso estos dones del Espíritu; si
dejamos que impregnen el mundo que nos rodea; si dejamos que
nuestra fe brille como testimonio hacia todo el mundo que
conozcamos.
Justo después de Pascua, tuve la gran bendición de hacer una
peregrinación a Roma, acompañado de varios miembros de mi
familia, para visitar a dos de nuestros seminaristas que estudian en
el Pontificio Colegio Norteamericano. Si bien estos 7 días
tuvieron muchos puntos culminantes (por favor visite
www.catholickalamazoo.blogspot.com), incluyendo el
impresionante privilegio de concelebrar Misa con el Santo Padre
en la capilla de su residencia y la oportunidad de saludarlo
personalmente en dos ocasiones, la mejor parte de estar en Roma
cada vez, es estar presente en la misma “sede” de nuestra fe; de
haber rezado el Credo en la tumba de San Pedro, aquel a quien
Jesús confió la dirección de su Iglesia (y a todos los Sucesores de
Pedro hasta nuestro actual Santo Padre Francisco). Visitar Roma
afirma la universalidad de nuestra fe. Todo lo que tenemos que
hacer es leer los titulares de los diarios y escuchar la información
de la prensa para darnos cuenta de que los problemas, el
sufrimiento y el mal abundan en nuestro mundo, desde los
disturbios raciales en Baltimore, al desastre del terremoto en
Nepal, hasta las terribles circunstancias de muchas de nuestras
hermanas y hermanos cristianos que están siendo perseguidos y
asesinados por la Fe. Que vitalmente importante es que nos
mantengamos firmes, unidos como un solo Cuerpo de Cristo y
fortalecidos por el poder más grande de todos: ¡el Espíritu Santo
de Dios! Así como lo hicieron los apóstoles el día que la Iglesia
nació hace 2.015 años, por lo que debemos ser fuertes, estar
unidos, y continuar la misión en nuestros días y tiempo.
Mis queridas hermanas y hermanos, es muy posible que, sin todas
las “campanas y silbatos”, habituales la mayoría de la gente pueda
pasar por alto Pentecostés. Pero nosotros no podemos pasar por
alto Pentecostés; tenemos que celebrar Pentecostés y acoger todo
sobre Pentecostés. En Pentecostés de este año, los invito a que me
acompañen en el re compromiso a abrir nuestros corazones y
vidas a la presencia del Espíritu Santo, para poner en uso los
dones y frutos sorprendentes y poderosos del Espíritu Santo para
ayudarnos a vivir en el incondicional amor del Padre por nosotros.
Al celebrar el cumpleaños de la Iglesia, en lugar de dar un regalo
a la Iglesia, el Espíritu Santo quiere continuar “regalándonos” con
su presencia, llamándonos a seguir siendo miembros fieles de la
Iglesia quienes somos “inspirados en” y “encendidos con el fuego
de” la voluntad de dar testimonio de nuestra fe en Cristo en las
maneras en que vivimos, en nuestras alegrías y tristezas, en medio
de las dificultades, sufrimiento y el mal en nuestro mundo y en
nuestras vidas porque ser parte de la Iglesia fundada por Jesús,
nuestro Señor resucitado, nos trae vida aquí y nos lleva a la vida
del mundo futuro. ¡Qué regalo de cumpleaños es ese! Feliz
cumpleaños a ti ya todos nosotros, en el poder y la gracia del
Espíritu Santo de Dios.
Dios los bendiga, ahora y siempre.
Dios los bendiga
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Website enables visitors to send free eCards and
prayers to moms everywhere during May
EASTON, Mass. — This year, Family Rosary is helping people get closer to mom with special prayers and
electronic Mother’s Day cards, free at www.PrayersForFamilies.org. Throughout May — the month of
Mary — visitors to the website will find dozens of options to honor all of their “moms”: birth mother, adoptive mother, step-mother, grandmother, aunt or even
the woman with whom they have that special connection.
“This Mother’s Day, give your mom the greatest
gift of all: pray for her and with her,” said Rev. Willy
Raymond, C.S.C., President. “Often it’s our mothers
that do all the praying for us. Now, it’s our turn. We’re
certain there isn’t a mother who wouldn’t be pleased
to know her children and grandchildren are praying
for her.”
The Family Rosary website will offer many different ways to pray for mom. The site features a selection of prayers and suggestions for making these
prayers more meaningful:
In addition, visitors can select from a variety of
eCards to send to Mom on Mother’s Day or any time
during the month. These electronic cards for emailing
include special greetings and feature a prayer to honor
mom.
“There is no greater gift than prayer,” Fr. Raymond said. “For the mother who has everything, a
prayer from her children is the best thing we can give
her. Nothing strengthens the bonds of her family like
praying together.”
This special program was inspired by Servant of
God Patrick Peyton and his devotion to the Blessed
Mother. He once said, “If families give Our Lady 15
minutes a day by reciting the Rosary, I assure them
that their homes will become, by God’s grace, peaceful places.”
While a seminarian, Fr. Peyton, a priest of the

Lay Ecclesial Ministry Institute –

Congregation of Holy Cross, was stricken with severe
tuberculosis. He prayed his Rosary to the Blessed
Mother and he made a miraculous recovery, which he
attributed entirely to Mary’s intercession. This experience — coupled with his spiritually rich family life as
a youth in Ireland — inspired Fr. Peyton to devote his
life to Mary, Mother of God, and to the spiritual wellbeing of the family. His famous words, “The Family
That Prays Together Stays Together,” still resonate
today.
A candidate for sainthood, Fr. Peyton was one of
the most influential American Catholic priests of the
20th century. Known as the “Rosary Priest,” he encouraged millions of people to pray the Rosary daily.
Father Peyton founded Family Rosary in 1942. He
used film, television and other modern media to inspire and encourage millions of people to turn to
prayer for family unity and world peace.
In the spirit of its founder, Servant of God Patrick
Peyton, Family Rosary encourages family prayer, especially the Rosary. For more information, call 800299-7729 or visit www.FamilyRosary.org.
To share the gift of prayer with your mom on
Mother’s Day or any time during May, just go to
www.PrayersForFamilies.org. And Happy
Mother’s Day to all moms everywhere!
Continued cover story

building the kingdom and continusays Lucas. “Hopefully by our secing the mission of Christ in the
ond three-year session we will
world today. It isn’t just the mishave the technological capabilities
sion of the ordained; we need
(via two-way streaming video) to
everybody to be entering into this
offer satellite sites throughout the
mission.”
diocese and will be able to take
So what makes a good candimany more people.”
date for the Institute? A strong
For anyone interested, the
spiritual life, active participation
first step is to prayerfully discern
in one’s local parish (or a desire to
whether this is truly what they are
participate more), a desire to delve
being called to do. From there, apfurther into what the Church
plicants need a letter of recomteaches and why.
mendation from their parish pastor
This program, however, is not
and a second sponsor before filling
Sylvia & John Dillon
for everybody. First, there is a
out the application online at
three-year commitment. Classes will be held one Satwww.diokzoo.com/application.
urday per month (with some exceptions) at the Trans“This is an exciting opportunity for the people of
formations Spirituality Center of the Congregation of
the diocese,” says Sylvia Dillon. “This has been a
St. Joseph in Kalamazoo. While the cost is relatively
long time in the works and a good amount of study
low ($100 per year from both the participant and
and research has gone into setting it up. This is a great
his/her parish, plus a $25 application fee), there is a
gift and something that will certainly contribute to the
significant amount of time involved and for those livlife and growth of the church within the Diocese of
ing outside the Kalamazoo area, there will be travel
Kalamazoo.”
time and mileage expense. Snacks, meals and course
Application deadline is Friday, July 17, 2015.
content, including a large library of religious resource
Pre-admissions meetings and interviews will be
books, are included.
held each Saturday, July 18 through August 8.
According to Deacon Kurt Lucas, Executive DiApplicants will be notified of final decisions via
rector for the Secretariat for Parish Life & Lay Leademail on Friday, August 14th. The first session
ership, and Diocesan Liaison for the Commission,
and orientation will be Saturday, Sept. 19.
they will accept up to 60 participants for the first
For more information or with questions,
three-year session.
contact
Deacon Kurt Lucas at klucas@diokzoo.org
“We would love to have one person from each of
or
(269) 903-0183, or visit the Institute’s
our 59 parishes, but we will especially be aiming for
webpage
at www.diokzoo.com/LEMI.
solid representation from all six of our deaneries,”
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The Other Six Days

By Jane Knuth

“Through your goodness, we have this bread to offer, which
earth has given and human hands have made… we have this
wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands…”
— Roman Catholic Missal
How do we make this offering after we leave Holy Mass? How does
it happen in our cars or in our kitchens?
The Other Six Days is ten years old. That’s 100 columns about the
“work of human hands” at a little thrift store. Anyone who follows these
stories knows that the bread and wine appear in the words of the poor
and in the gifts of donors. You know that if it happens at 513 Eleanor
Street, it can happen any place where there are human hands and faith in
Jesus. From now on The Other Six Days is going out on the street to the
workplace and into our homes to find the bread of ordinary faith-filled
people. And so we begin…
A little known problem is that food stamps cannot be used to purchase anything but food. A family may not spend them on basic necessities such as soap, toothpaste, diapers, or toilet paper. Lack of toilet paper
can lead to lack of human dignity, so a thoughtful member of St. Thomas
More parish set out to ease this. His friends, realizing his concern for this
issue, sent invitations to his 80th birthday party and requested gifts of
toilet paper, to be accompanied by potty humor sentiments for the occasion.
“I’ve spent a lot of time at meetings while volunteering on committees,” he said, “and I wish I could have some of that time back and go do
something instead.” Seated on an elevated commode, golden plunger
scepter in hand, his birthday kitty totaled 255 rolls of quality tissue, with
18 jokes of a coarser standard.
“I didn’t want to wipe-out the storage room of a food pantry with 54
pounds of paper, so I dumped off the booty at the Loaves and Fishes
warehouse. They were so pleased that they gave me a tour of their facility. The next month, I contacted the Mobile Food Initiative, and now my
wife and I are committed to $365/year worth of the good stuff.” He
pauses and laughs. “After people heard about my party, they started
handing me money and even offered to deliver the paper. I’m on a roll.”
If you wish to join the movement, contact Jim at 269-381-0769.

Ministry to Persons
with Disabilities
Retreat
April 18-19th, the Secretariat for
Parish Life and Lay Leadership held
an overnight retreat for adults with
cognitive/developmental disabilities at
Camp Friedenswald Lakeview Lodge
in Cassopolis. The weekend featured
faith, fun and fellowship. This year’s
theme was Joan of Arc: Donning the
Armor of God.

Grand Rapids to host Strong Catholic
Families conference for parish staffs
The Diocese of Grand Rapids in conjunction with the Diocese of
Kalamazoo is offering an opportunity for Strong Catholic Families
teams from throughout West Michigan to come together to share best
practices, get inspired to continue the momentum, and learn about
new resources. The cost to attend is free but donations will be invited
to cover the cost of dinner. Please RSVP by contacting
Jean Kastenholz at jkastenholz@dioceseofgrandrapids.org
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Embracing the meaning of First Communion
By Sarah DeMott
As spring slowly spreads throughout the country,
children around the age of 7 or 8 begin final preparations for their First Holy Communion. And while Reconciliation and First Holy Communion are certainly
sacraments to be celebrated, it can be difficult to keep
the true meaning of the Eucharist at the forefront instead of the festivities that accompany it.
The Fourth Council of the Lateran confirmed
“All the faithful of both sexes shall, after reaching the
years of discretion, make private confession of all
their sins to their own priest at least once a year, and
shall, according to their capacity, perform the enjoined penance; they shall also devoutly receive the
Sacrament of Holy Eucharist at least at Easter time
unless on the advice of their own priest, for some reasonable cause, it be deemed well to abstain for a
while.”
According to the Catechism of the Catholic

Pope Francis gives first Communion to a girl while celebrating Mass at
Sts. Elizabeth and Zechariah Parish on the outskirts of Rome.

Church, “The sacraments of Christian initiation —
Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist — lay the
foundations of every Christian life... The faithful are
born anew by Baptism, strengthened by the sacrament
of Confirmation, and receive in the Eucharist the food
of eternal life.”
What is the Eucharist? Prior to consecration, unleavened hosts are made from wheat flour and water,
as was the unleavened bread Jesus used at the Last
Supper. Once consecrated, the hosts and wine become
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, not
merely symbols.
By receiving Holy Communion, not only are you
acting in union with Catholics around the world, but
you are uniting yourself to Christ. Saint Alphonsus
put this beautifully in his book, The Holy Eucharist:
Jesus teaches us, that as earthly bread preserves
the life of the body, so the heavenly bread of Holy
Communion preserves the life of the soul: ‘He that
eateth Me, the same shall live by Me. He that eateth
my flesh and drinketh my blood abideth in Me and I
in him.’ Such are the gracious promises which Jesus
makes to him who receives Him in the Blessed Sacrament.
Beyond this, Holy Communion is paramount to
living a Godly life and gaining the ultimate goal, to
get to Heaven. Holy Communion preserves the supernatural life of the soul, giving us power to resist temptation and withstand the assaults of the devil. It
increases the life of grace by strengthening the virtues
and gifts of the Holy Spirit and cleanses our souls of
venial sins. The Eucharist also gives joy to our souls,
strengthening us to defend and imitate the life of Our
Lord.
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April showers bring May crowning
By Sarah DeMott
May is the month Catholics celebrate Mary as the mother of Our Lord
and of all humanity. Marian devotions
range from specific prayers, like the Angelus or Regina Coeli, rosary or a
novena, to Marian processions to pilgrimages to Marian apparition sites and
more. Another common devotion is the
May Crowning. Crowns were placed on
the icon of Mary with the Infant Jesus in
the Saint Mary Major Basilica in Rome
by Pope Clement VIII. Even though those crowns were lost, Gregory XVI
replaced them in 1837.
Now, parishes, schools and groups hold a procession, often before
Mass, culminating with the “crowning” of an image, icon or statue of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Most often, a statue of Mary is crowned with flowers. In many U.S. parishes, May Crownings take place either on May 1st
or Mother’s Day. The crowning signifies her as Queen of Heaven and
Mother of God.
These processions are often accompanied by children dressed in their
best clothes and can include prayers and hymns in celebration of the
mother of us all. Often, the procession is led by children, each holding a
single flower to place before Mary’s statue.
May Crownings can also be done in the home if your parish will not
be holding one. Make a procession around the outside of your house and
crown an image or statue of Mary, placing her in a key point of your
house where you will see her throughout your daily activities and keep
her in the forefront of your mind throughout the month of May.
Looking for other ways to honor Mary throughout the month of
May? Pray a decade of the rosary as a family before dinner. Pray the
Regina Coeli at noon during Eastertide, or the Angelus after Pentecost.
Attend Mass on one of the Marian feast days during May: May 17 — The
Ascension of the Lord (this is a holy day of obligation); May 24 — Mary
Help of Christians; May 31 — Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Pope says ‘scandal’ of inequality, fear of marriage must be addressed
By Laura Ieraci
Catholic News Service
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Two
millennia after the “Gospel of the
family” defeated an abusive social
practice that humiliated women,
the “radical equality” of spouses in
Christian marriage must now bear
“new fruit” in society, including
“the right to equal pay for equal
work,” said Pope Francis.
This “disparity” between men
and women in the workplace is “a
pure scandal,” Pope Francis said
April 29 during his weekly general
audience.
Continuing a series of audience talks about marriage, the pope
began by saying Jesus demonstrated his great fondness and solicitude for marriage and family when
he changed water into wine at the
wedding at Cana.
The love between man and
woman in marriage is “God’s masterpiece,” the pope said, straying
from his prepared remarks. Though
Jesus’ message to married couples
is always the same, “many things
have changed” since then, he said.
Today there are fewer marriages, more marriage breakups,
and fewer children, the pope noted.
Family and marital bonds are broken with “always greater frequency
and speed,” and children are always “the biggest victims,” he said.
The pope said that if a person,

The Second Luminous Mystery: The Wedding Feast at Cana.

Continuing a series of audience talks about
marriage, the pope began by saying Jesus
demonstrated his great fondness and solicitude
for marriage and family when he changed water
into wine at the wedding at Cana.
since childhood, experiences marriage as a temporary bond, then
“unconsciously” he or she will tend
to live that way, too.
Though young people rank
family first as a social indicator for
happiness, he said, many give up
on the idea of “an irrevocable
bond” and of a long-lasting family
life.
“For fear of failure, many do
not even want to think about (marriage),” Christian youth included,
he said.
“I believe we need to reflect
with great seriousness about why

many young people ‘don’t feel’ like
getting married,” the pope said.
Why do they “often prefer cohabitation” and why do “they have so
little faith in marriage and family?"
The pope dismissed economic
difficulties as a major factor, “even
if these are truly serious.”
The argument that marriage
has changed in recent decades because of women’s emancipation “is
not valid either,” he said.
“This is an insult. It is not
true,” he added, straying again
from his prepared remarks. “It is a
form of chauvinism that wants to

dominate the woman” and that follows in the footsteps of Adam who
blamed Eve because he ate the
apple.
“Poor woman,” the pope said.
“We must defend women.”
“In reality,” the pope continued, “almost all men and women
would like permanent emotional
security, a solid marriage and a
happy family.”
The pope said the fear of failure in marriage is perhaps “the
greatest obstacle to welcoming the
word of Christ, who promises his
grace on the marital bond and on
the family.”
“The most effective witness to
the blessing of marriage is the good
life of Christian spouses and their
families. There is no better way to
communicate the beauty of the
sacrament,” he said.
“Marriage, consecrated by
God, safeguards that bond between
man and woman that God has
blessed since the creation of the
world, and it is the fount of peace
and goodness for marital and family life,” he added.
The pope also spoke of “an
abuse” at the time of the early
Christians, “which was the right of
husbands to repudiate their wives,
even with the most pretentious and
humiliating reasons.” This practice
was “then considered to be normal,” he said.
“The Gospel of the family, the

Gospel that proclaims this sacrament (of marriage) had defeated
this culture of habitual repudiation,” he added off the cuff.
“The Christian seed of radical
equality between spouses must
today produce new fruit,” he continued.
“Therefore, as Christians, we
have to become more demanding in
this respect. For example, backing
to the right to equal pay for equal
work; the disparity is a pure scandal!” he said. “At the same time,
we must recognize the motherhood
of women and the fatherhood of
men as a treasure that is always
precious, especially for the children’s benefit.”
He urged Christians to be unafraid to invite Jesus to their “wedding feast” and into their homes, so
that Jesus may “safeguard the family.”
“When Christians marry ‘in
the Lord,’” he continued, “they are
transformed into an efficacious
sign of God's love. Christians do
not marry only for themselves; they
marry in the Lord for the benefit of
the whole community, all of society.”
The text of the pope’s audience remarks in English iand Spanish is available online at www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/audiences/2015/d
ocuments/papa-francesco_20150429_udienzagenerale_en.html.
www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/audiences/2015/documents/papafrancesco_20150429_udienza-generale_sp.htm
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Educators honored an annual
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Awards dinner
Last month Bishop Paul J. Bradley awarded educators from around the diocese professional
development grants during the annual St. Elizabeth Ann Seton awards dinner. The grants will
assist the teachers in professional development initiatives. Grants are awarded based on the
criteria submitted by the teachers. This is the fifth year the diocese has offered these awards.

From Left to Right: Back Row – Kristina Nuter, Brenda Mescher, Chris Hurley, David Kubel, Meagan McAfee, Mary Keyte,
Tracy Glotzbach, Bishop Bradley. Picture Front Row (L-R): Ayesha Williamson-Franklin, Shannon Saxton-Murphy, Amanda
Beery, Nicole Rimes, Jamie Hannapel.

Seton Award Winners 2015
Amanda Beery — Kindergarten teacher from St.
Basil School, was awarded an individual grant to attend a reading and writing strategies workshop.
Mary Keyte — Catechist Director from St. Augustine
Cathedral School, was awarded an individual grant to
attend Level III Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
training.
Kristina Nuter —
Chemistry Teacher
from LMC HS, was
awarded an individual grant to attend a
workshop focused
on inquiry-based
teaching and learning in chemistry.
Nicole Rimes —
Art teacher
from LMC MS
& HS, was
awarded an individual grant
to be certified
as an Advanced
Placement Art
teacher. LMC
will offer AP
Art starting in
the 2016-2017 school year.

Ayesha Williamson-Franklin — Music and choir
teacher from St. Joseph Elementary and MS, was
awarded an individual grant to be certified in Orff
Schulwek Levels, I, II, and III. This method focuses
on active music making, music literacy, composition,
and improvisation through collaboration of dance,
singing, speech, and instrument playing.
Jamie Hannapel and Tracy Glotzbach — preschool
teachers from LMC Elementary, were awarded a
multi-teacher grant to attend the Michigan Early
Childhood Conference.
Meagan McAfee — MS ELA teacher from St. Monica School, was awarded a building-wide grant to invite clinical psychologists, Dr. Scott Gaynor and Dr.
Susan Baird, to present the signs of adolescent depression to the St. Monica’s staff. Dr. Gaynor and Dr.
Baird will train teachers to recognize the symptoms of
depression, provide training on how to discuss depression with students, and develop appropriate approaches for students dealing with grief.
North Region Schools, St. Stan, St. Rose,
St. Therese, and St. Mary’s Visitation — were
awarded a multi-building grant to provide training to
teachers on how to building effective grading rubrics
for any content area. Dr. Amy Benz, professor from
WMU, will lead this training.
Principals David Kubel (St. Mary’s Assumption)
and Brenda Mescher (St. Charles Borromeo) —
were awarded a multi-building grant to host a retreat
that focuses on revitalization on prayer and rekindling
and deepening one’s relationship with God.

Two storybooks to help elementary students put faith in action
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has published
two storybooks for elementary school-aged children, their parents and
teachers, to illustrate how to live their faith and handle problems related
to the life and dignity of others. The books are an accessible way to teach
children of this age about Catholic social teaching.
Green Street Park is about a young boy, his family and community
who learn how to live by St. Francis of Assisi’s example and care for the
world around them.
Drop by Drop follows Catholic school students who learn about
Catholic Relief Services and how
lack of water affects the lives of children in West African communities.
“These beautifully illustrated books are a true treasure for parents
as well as all educators in teaching children how they, as the followers of
Jesus, can solve problems affecting human life and dignity in our backyards and half a world away,” said Bishop Jaime Soto of Sacramento,
California, chairman of the USCCB Subcommittee on the Catholic
Campaign for Human Development, the bishops’ domestic anti-poverty
program.

The Good News | 7

Catholic Extension launches social
media campaign in anticipation of
Pope Francis’ visit this fall
CHICAGO (April 6, 2015) – Catholic Extension, a national fundraising
organization, is welcoming Pope Francis to America in a big way with
the launch of its #FlatFrancis campaign. The social media campaign
began just prior to Holy Week and is designed to create excitement
around the pope’s three-city tour of America scheduled for September
and culminating in the World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia. In the
first two weeks since its launch, the campaign’s website at www.flatfrancis.org already includes photos of #FlatFrancis from all over the United
States.
“We’re thrilled to launch this campaign to welcome the Holy Father
to the U.S. and show him not only the face of American Catholicism but
also the excitement surrounding our faith,” said Rev. Jack Wall, President
of Catholic Extension. “We hope people will participate as a way to
share their enthusiasm for our pope while, at the same time, spread
awareness about the mission of Catholic Extension, which works to build
up the Catholic faith in the poorest communities of the U.S. — something that Pope Francis has called all of us to do.”
Inspired by the much-loved “Flat Stanley” book and grade-school
activity, the concept behind the campaign is for people to take a photo
with Flat Francis, which can be obtained via a downloadable PDF available at FlatFrancis.org, and post it on social media using the hashtag
#FlatFrancis. Those who are not on social media can participate by
emailing their photos to socialmedia@catholicextension.org.
While photos typically consist of a simple selfie with the Flat Francis cut-out, Catholic Extension also encourages photos of people with
#FlatFrancis at church, with a priest or youth group, on a service project
or retreat — virtually anywhere that represents their experience of the
Catholic Church. The ultimate goal is for Catholic Extension to send a
collage of the photos to Pope Francis in advance of his visit.
Flat Francis has been taken on service trips, retreats, field trips and
family vacations. He has been to Major League Baseball games and even
went to Disneyland. He was also featured on the EWTN News Nightly
broadcast. To date Catholic Extension reports that they have have received more than 400 photos and posts from 37 states. In addition to individual participants, other groups and organizations have jumped on the
bandwagon including the Knights of Columbus, the Girl Scouts of America, Catholic youth groups, church young adult groups, Catholic grade
schools and high schools, Catholic Charities branches in several states,
and Fr. Robert Barron, known for creating the popular “Catholicism”
DVD series and founder of “Word on Fire” ministries.
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Holy Family Healthcare holds first Building
Up with Compassion event
Approximately
50 youth gathered on
Divine Mercy Sunday
at Immaculate Conception Parish in Hartford for Holy Family
Healthcare’s first
Building Up With
Compassion event. A
potluck lunch was
served, followed by a
discussion by Tim
McNamara, Associate
Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry with the Diocese of Kalamazoo, about the joy of serving others through the corporal and spiritual
acts of mercy using individual gifts in fun and creative ways.
The group then broke up into teams to make fleece tie blankets to be
given to those in need. Altogether, 48 blankets were made.
Building Up With Compassion is a program developed by HFH for children and adolescents ages 8-18 to encourage service and community.

Hackett Spring Break nominated for
Catholic Extension award
Since 2006, Hackett Catholic Prep students have traded in their traditional spring break to spend time helping others in Florida, Louisiana and
Mississippi through the Hackett Alternative Spring Break Ministry. For
their works of service, the ministry was nominated for the 2015 Lumen
Christi Award from Catholic Extension. The Lumen Christi Award recognizes “a woman religious, priest, lay person or group who spreads the
light of Christ
and transforms
lives in their
community and
beyond.” All
nominees are
awarded a monetary gift of
$1,000 to the organization. Final
winners will be
announced later
this month.
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Remembering
Number 84
By George Weigel
He scored 40 times in an eight-year NFL career,
best known, now, for the touchdown he didn’t score,
as the sun set over Yankee Stadium on Dec. 28, 1958.
His wife of 59 years, Joan, said that Jim Mutscheller,
who died on April 10, wanted to be known as a man
“who had led a good life,” for he was “quiet, humble,
and so conservative that he’d eat crabs with a suit and
tie on.”
And therein lies a tale — and a yardstick by
which to measure pro sports then and now.
Born in Beaver Falls, Penn., (as was Joe Namath,
about as different a character as you can imagine),
Mutscheller’s father was known locally as the “best
bricklayer in Beaver County.” The son graduated from
Notre Dame, having played offensive and defensive
end on the 1949 national championship team in the
days of single platoon football. He then spent a couple
of years in the Marine Corps — including a stint in
Korea that convinced Mutscheller, whose look
“would bore a hole in a vault” (as one sportswriter put
it), that getting knocked around on the football field
wasn’t so bad a deal after all.
He was a tight end in the days when you could be
6 feet tall, weigh 190, and play that position, what
with no 350-pound behemoths on the other side of the
line. But he was also reasonably fleet afoot, he could
block, he had those great hands, and there was … that
look. All of which helped bring him and the Baltimore
Colts to the Bronx on a bleak December afternoon in
1958, for what’s now known as The Greatest Game
Ever Played. It wasn’t, in fact, all that great a game.
But it had a lot of drama; it ended with the first (and
thus far only) sudden-death overtime win in the history of NFL championships; and Jim Mutscheller was
in the pivot of the action.
With strong men ready to collapse from exhaustion after four and a half quarters of play, the Colts,
having driven to the Giants’ six-yard line, were poised
for the game-winning touchdown. The immortal John

Holy Family Radio’s Spring
Pledge Drive helps featured
local parishes and Catholic groups
Holy Family Radio’s annual Spring Pledge Drive
was held May 5-8. This year’s spring drive was
hosted by Sherry Brownrigg and featured on-air talks
with Bishop David Walkowiak from the Diocese of
Grand Rapids and Bishop Paul J. Bradley. The drive

Unitas brought the Colts out of the huddle, having
called a running play for “The Horse,” Alan Ameche
(who looked more like a tenor in a Verdi opera than a
Heisman Trophy-winning fullback). Unitas, however,
noticed, a chink in the Giants’ pass defense and
checked off at the line of scrimmage, calling for
Mutscheller to run an out pattern to the near corner of
the end zone.
It was intended to be a touchdown pass, and
would have been except that Unitas deliberately led
Mutscheller a bit more to the outside than usual;
Number 84 couldn’t get traction on the icy surface,
slipping out of bounds at the one-yard line. On the
next play, Ameche drove in for the winning score,
with Mutscheller throwing a key block that took out
Giants’ linebacker Cliff Livingston. Years after the
game that changed the way America spends fall Sunday afternoons, Unitas would kid Mutscheller, saying,
“Geez, Jim, I tried to make you the hero.” To which
Mutscheller replied, “If I’d scored that touchdown,
Ameche wouldn’t have been able to sell all those
hamburgers.” (Extra credit for anyone who can remember the name of the double-stack burger at
“Ameche’s.”)
They’re almost all gone, now, these Catholic
sports heroes of my extreme youth: Ameche first, in
1988; Unitas in 2002; Artie Donovan in 2013; now
Jim Mutscheller, whom I used to see at daily Mass,
head bowed after receiving the Mystery. Only Gino
Marchetti is left; and since it was “something inside
Gino” that, according to Lenny Moore, held the Colts
together, that is right and just. But I’ll think of them
all during the parade of oversized young studs, oozing
self-esteem and entitlement, who’ll walk across the
stage to get their handshake/hug from Commissioner
Roger Goodell on NFL draft day. And I’ll remember
that, once upon a time, Catholic men from working
class families could be sports idols — and role models
as well.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C. George Weigel’s column is distributed
by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

also featured several active area Catholic individuals,
families and organizations as they raised money to
help fund the ministry that is Catholic radio.
Along with raising funds for operating costs of
Holy Family Radio, these bi-annual pledge drives also
bring together the local Catholic community, highlight
priests, parishes with the intention to help raise awareness and increase listenership of Catholic radio.

Knights bring silver rose program honoring Our Lady of
Guadalupe to parishes throughout the diocese
One of five silver roses traveling through North America to honor Our Lady of
Guadalupe and encourage respect for life is to be in the Diocese of Kalamazoo
May 31st through June 7. The program is called “Our Lady of Guadalupe Silver
Rose – One Life, One Rose” and is sponsored by the Knights of Columbus.
The program uses roses because of the importance of roses in the story of Our
Lady of Guadalupe. When she appeared to St. Juan Diego in Mexico in 1531, she
had him pick roses and show them to the bishop, who sought a sign before believing the apparitions. When Juan Diego deposited the roses before the bishop, her
image was on his tilma.
Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson said this is a perfect program for the Knights.
“Through it we honor not only Our Lady of Guadalupe and express the unity of the
Order, but we also reaffirm the Order’s dedication to the sanctity of human life,” he
said. “It is to the Blessed Mother that we turn in prayer as we work to end the Culture of Death that grips our society.”
Vince Cabras, Michigan State Director for the Knights of Columbus, said the program will visit four
parishes in the Diocese of Kalamazoo and culminate in a run from Mayor’s Riverfront Park on June 6th
at 4 p.m. which will finish at St. Joseph Parish, Kalamazoo. Following is the schedule:
May 31, Holy Angels Parish, Sturgis, 5 p.m.; June 2, Immaculate Conception, Hartford, 6:30 p.m.;
June 4, San Felipe de Jesus, Fennville, 6:30 p.m. and June 6, run ending at
St. Joseph Parish, Kalamazoo for 5:30 p.m. Mass.
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Who am I to Judge?
By Ron Rolheiser
Perhaps the single, most-often quoted
line from Pope Francis is his response
to a question he was asked vis-à-vis
the morality of a particularly-dicey
issue. His, infamous-famous reply:
Who am I to judge?
Although this remark is often assumed to be
flighty and less-than-serious; it is, in fact, on pretty
safe ground. Jesus, it seems, says basically the same
thing. For example, in his conversation with Nicodemus in John’s Gospel, he, in essence, says: I judge no
one.
If the Gospel of John is to be believed, then Jesus
judges no one. God judges no one. But that needs to
be put into context. It doesn’t mean that there aren’t
any moral judgments and that our actions are indifferent to moral scrutiny. There is judgment; except it
doesn’t work the way it is fantasized inside the popular mind. According to what Jesus tells us in John’s
Gospel, judgment works this way:
God’s light, God’s truth, and God’s spirit come
into the world. We then judge ourselves according to
how we live in the face of them: God’s light has come
into the world, but we can choose to live in darkness.
That’s our decision, our judgment. God’s truth has
been revealed, but we can choose to live in falsehood,
in lies. That’s our decision, our judgment to make.
And God’s spirit has come into the world, but we can
prefer to live outside that spirit, in another spirit. That
too is our decision, our judgment. God judges no one.
We judge ourselves. Hence we can also say that God
condemns no one, though we can choose to condemn
ourselves. And God punishes no one, but we can
choose to punish ourselves. Negative moral judgment
is self-inflicted. Perhaps this seems abstract, but it is
not. We know this existentially, we feel the brand of
our own actions inside us. To use just one example:
How we judge ourselves by the Holy Spirit.
God’s spirit, the Holy Spirit, is not something so
abstract and slippery that it cannot be pinned down.
St. Paul, in the Epistle to the Galatians, describes the
Holy Spirit in terms so clear that they can only be rendered abstract and ambiguous by some self-serving
rationalization. How does he describe and define the
Holy Spirit?
So as to make things clear he sets up a contrast by
first telling us what the Holy Spirit is not. The spirit of
God, he tells us is not the spirit of self-indulgence,
sexual vice, jealousy, rivalry, antagonism, bad temper,

quarrels, drunkenness, or factionalism. Anytime we
are cultivating these qualities inside of our lives, we
should not delude ourselves into thinking we are living in God’s spirit, no matter how frequent, sincere, or
pious is our religious practice. The Holy Spirit, he
tells us, is the spirit of charity, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, trustfulness, gentleness, and
chastity. Only when we are living inside of these
virtues are we living inside God’s spirit.
So then, this is how judgment happens: God’s
spirit (charity, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, trustfulness, gentleness, and chastity) has been
revealed. We can choose to live inside the virtues of
that spirit or we can choose to live instead inside their
opposites (self-indulgence, sexual vice, rivalry, antagonism, bad temper, quarrels, drunkenness, and factionalism). One choice leads to a life with God, the
other leads away from God. And that choice is ours to
make; it doesn’t come from the outside. We judge ourselves. God judges no one. God doesn’t need to.
When we view things inside this perspective it
also clarifies a number of misunderstandings that
cause confusion inside the minds of believers as well
as inside the minds of their critics. How often, for instance, do we hear this criticism: If God is all-good,
all-loving, and all-merciful, how can God condemn
someone to hell for all eternity? A valid question,
though not a particularly reflective one. Why? Because God judges no one; God punishes no one. God
condemns no one to hell. We do these things to ourselves: We judge ourselves, we punish ourselves, and
we put ourselves in various forms of hell whenever
we do choose not to live in the light, the truth, and inside God’s spirit. And that judgment is self-inflicted,
that punishment is self-inflicted, and those fires of
hell are self-inflicted.
There are a number of lessons in this. First, as we
have just seen, the fact that God judges no one, helps
clarify our theodicy, that is, it helps deflate all those
misunderstandings surrounding God’s mercy and the
accusation that an all-merciful God can condemn
someone to eternal hellfire. Beyond this, it is a strong
challenge to us to be less judgmental in our lives, to
let the wheat and the darnel sort themselves out over
time, to let light itself judge darkness, to let truth itself
judge falsehood, and to, like Pope Francis, be less
quick to offer judgments in God’s name and more
prone to say: “Who am I to judge?”
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and
award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of
Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his
website www.ronrolheiser.com. Now on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser
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Diocese continues initial plans
for first-ever capital campaign
The Diocese of Kalamazoo is continuing its preparation
and planning phases for the upcoming diocesan-wide capital
campaign launch. This is the first diocesan-wide major
fundraising effort since the instillation of the Diocese of
Kalamazoo in 1971. The campaign will focus on three main
areas; parish needs, Catholic schools and priest retirement.
Bishop Bradley met with priests in March to present further details from the feasibility study and campaign planning
(see photo). Representatives from across the diocese have
accepted Bishop Bradley’s invitation to serve on the Campaign Advisory Committee. This group, which met in March
and April with Bishop Bradley, the Steier Group and members of diocesan staff, will offer recommendations and work
in a consultative capacity with Bishop on policy and other
aspects of this inaugural effort.

Priests and lay Advisory Committee members are:
Bishop Paul J. Bradley
Fr. Bob Creagan,
St. Catherine of Siena, Portage
Fr. Larry Farrell,
St. Monica, Kalamazoo
Fr. John Fleckenstein,
St. Philip, Battle Creek
Fr. Bill Jacobs,
Ss. John & Bernard,
Benton Harbor
Msgr. Thomas Martin,
St. Augustine, Kalamazoo

John Berninger,
St. Catherine of Siena,
Portage
Steve Borchert,
St. Catherine of Siena,
Portage
David Buday,
St. Ann, Augusta
Carol DiBiaggio,
St. Mary, Marshall
Elizabeth Gillis,
St. Philip, Battle Creek

Fr. German Perez-Diaz,
Holy Angels, Sturgis

Brian Mullally,
St. Thomas More,
Kalamazoo

Fr. Mark Vyverman,
St. Charles Borromeo,
Coldwater

Dr. Pat and Elizabeth Sweeney,
St. Philip, Battle Creek

Year for Marriage

Catholic Relief Services collection set for May 16 and 17
By Lisa Irwin, Associate Director
The Catholic Relief Services Collection funds six
Catholic agencies that work to serve our suffering
brothers and sisters around the world. Through humanitarian aid, resettling displaced individuals and
families, and providing legal and advocacy services
for migrants, the Catholic Relief Services Collection allows us to see every encounter with a person
who is suffering as an opportunity to help Jesus in
disguise.
Your donation helps:
• Suffering refugees through the USCCB Department of Migration and Refugee Services ( MRS).
• Give water to the people of Bolivia and Ethiopia through the humanitarian work of Catholic Relief Services
(CRS).
• Offer legal assistance to struggling immigrants through the Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc.
(CLINIC).
• Reach out to comfort isolated workers through the pastoral work of the USCCB Secretariat for Cultural
Diversity in the Church.
• Advocate for the poor and abandoned through the public policy work of the USCCB Department of Justice,
Peace, and Human Development.
• Assist the victims of natural disasters through the Holy Father’s Relief Fund.

The second collection will be held May 17 in the Diocese of Kalamazoo.

The Michigan Catholic Conference in collaboration with the seven
dioceses in Michigan is celebrating a state-wide observance of a
“Year for Marriage” with resources available on the MCC website:
www.michigancelebratesmarriage.com
The “Year for Marriage” includes resources to help educate and
reinforce the true nature of marriage in a positive way about the good
and importance of marriage for couples, for children, for communities
and for society in general.
For additional marriage resources, please contact Socorro
Truchan – Associate Director, Domestic Church — via e-mail:
struchan@diokzoo.org or direct phone 269-903-0199.
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La Conferencia anual de Migrant Resource Council será el 20 de mayo
del 2015 de 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. en el edificio de Van Buren Conference
Center, 490 South Paw Paw Street, Lawrence, MI 49064. Lema de este
año: “Sembrando Semillas – Cultivando Colaboraciones.” Costo antes
del 8 de mayo $20, después de esta fecha $25 y para los estudiantes
son $10. Sería muy bueno que todas las personas que participan en el
ministerio migrante o de una u otra manera se relacionan con los campesinos, participen en esta conferencia en donde se obtiene información muy importante.
Para obtener una registración o más información contacte a
Bonnie Knowlton a bknowlton@vbisd.org
o llame al teléfono 269-539-5189.

Calendario/Calendar
MAYO/MAY
Mayo — Temporada del Ministerio Migrante Diocesano (Abril a Noviembre). Visitas
a los campos migrantes. (Diocesan Ministry to the Migrant Farmworkers. Visits to
the migrant camps).
14 (Jueves) — 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Reunión Ministerio Migrante. Reunión de principio de Verano para todos los voluntarios del Ministerio Migrante y para todos
aquellos que estén interesados en ser voluntarios. Lugar: Centro Pastoral Diocesano, 215 N. Westnedge ave, Kalamazoo, MI 49007. (Migrant Ministry Meeting)
Beginning of the Summer Meeting for all Migrant Ministry volunteers and those
who are interested in becoming volunteers. Location: Diocesan pastoral Center,
215 N. Westnedge ave, Kalamazoo, MI 49007.
16 (Sábado) — 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Instituto San Agustín - Programa de Formación Pastoral y de Liderazgo, Primer Año de Formación. Tema: Evangelios Sinópticos por el Rev. Stephen Dudek. (Instituto San Agustín - Hispanic Pastoral
Leadership Formation Program, First Year of Formation. Topic: Synoptic Gospels
by the Rev. Stephen Dudek.)
16 (Sábado) — 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Encuentro Pre-Matrimonial, para parejas que
se van a casar. También para parejas de matrimonio interesadas en reflexionar
sobre su vida matrimonial. Lugar: Immaculate Conception Parish, 63559 60th Avenue, Hartford, MI. (Pre-Marriage Encounter in Spanish for those who will be getting married and for married couples who would like to have a day of reflection).
20 (Miércoles) 8:30 – 4 p.m. Conferencia Anual de Migrant Resource Council
VBISD Conference Center, 490 Paw Paw St., Lawrence, MI (Annual Pre-Season
Conference for the Migrant Resource Council, VBISD Conference Center, 490 Paw
Paw St., Lawrence, MI)
25 (Lunes) — Cerradas las oficinas del Centro Pastoral Diocesano por Día de
Memorial. (The Diocesan Pastoral Center is Closed due to Memorial Day)
30 (Sábado) — 10 a.m.-12m. Comité Diocesano de Pastoral Hispana, Centro
Pastoral Diocesano (Hispanic Ministry Diocesan Pastoral Committee meeting,
Diocesan Pastoral Center), Kalamazoo.
JUNIO/JUNE
Temporada del Ministerio Migrante Diocesano, hasta Noviembre.
Centro Alemán ubicado en la Parroquia de la Inmaculada Concepción, Hartford.
Se abrirá para los meses de Junio, Julio y Agosto. Horario: Lunes y Martes de
6:30-8:30 pm y Domingos de 12:30-2:30 pm.(Horario sera confirmado) (Diocesan
Migrant Ministry Season, until November. Aleman Center located at Immaculate
Conception Church, Hartford, will be open for the months of June, July and August.
Time: Monday and Tuesday from 6:30-8:30 pm and Sundays from 12:30-2:30 pm.
Times to be confirmed)
6 (Sábado) — 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Retiro Diocesano de Quinceañeras - retiro bilingüe
para la preparación de quinceañeras. También deben participar los padres de
las quinceañeras en el retiro. Temas incluyen: origen de la celebración, responsabilidades como Cristianos, la juventud en la sociedad de hoy y otros temas de importancia. Lugar: Immaculate Conception Parish 63559 60th Ave, Hartford, MI.
(Diocesan Quinceañera Retreat. Young ladies who will be having a Quinceañera
celebration must attend this retreat with their parents and main sponsors. Topics include: origin of the celebration, responsibilities as Christians, youth in today’s society and other topics of importance. Location: Immaculate Conception Parish 63559
60th Ave, Hartford, MI).
27 & 28 — 7:30am – 8:00 pm Instituto San Agustín - Programa de Formación
Pastoral y de Liderazgo, Primer Año de Formación. Retiro espiritual de dos
días. Tema: Identidad: Encuentro con Dios Trinidad. Lugar: St. Francis Retreat
Center, Dewitt, MI. (Instituto San Agustín - Hispanic Pastoral Leadership Formation
Program, First Year of Formation. Topic: Identity: Encounter with the Triune God).
Programa de Consejería en Español: Programa de Recuperación de Traumas
Ya hemos trabajado con dos grupos en español; los participantes han expresado que se
han beneficiado bastante de este programa y estamos listos para comenzar con un nuevo
grupo en Abril del presente año 2015. Si usted conoce a alguna persona que en su infancia o
de adulto sufrió cualquier tipo de trauma (físico, sexual, negligencia, etc.) y quiere ayudarle,
por favor remítalo a una de las siguientes personas: Lisette Mira-Amaya (269) 929-7084 o
Fanny Tabares (269) 903-0209. Es indispensable hacer cita personal lo más pronto posible
con la consejera Lissette.
El Programa de Recuperación de Traumas está basado en el Modelo de Trauma, un
modelo psico-educacional que ayuda a las personas a aprender cómo integrar sus sentimientos, pensamientos y comportamientos. Las investigaciones actuales indican que los recuerdos
en la memoria, en el mejor de los casos, son de poco fiar. Por lo tanto, este modelo infunde
vivir eficientemente en el presente en lugar de re-establecer recuerdos reprimidos. La curación
no toma lugar en el nivel de los recuerdos. La curación ocurre en el nivel del procesamiento e
integración de los sentimientos, pensamientos, percepciones, y comportamientos. El trauma
es un suceso o una serie de sucesos combinados con la vulnerabilidad de una persona que
crea un obstáculo en el normal desarrollo humano.
La Diócesis de Kalamazoo ha comenzado el Programa de “Trauma Recovery” en inglés
desde hace 12 años y ha tenido un gran éxito a nivel nacional e internacional y ahora lo está
ofreciendo en español.
Aproveche de esta oportunidad de consejería gratuita si usted o alguien que usted
conoce lo necesitan.
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Necesidad de ropa y comida para los Migrantes
El verano se está acercando y las familias migrantes ya empiezan a llegar. Muchos pueden encontrar
donde vivir, pero a veces no encuentran un trabajo rápido. Muchas veces están sin trabajo las primeras semanas. Estamos pidiendo a todas las personas de las parroquias que deseen ayudar a aligerar la carga económica
de estas familias recién llegadas.
La siguiente, es una lista de cosas de primera necesidad que las familias necesitan y que es fácil para guardar y distribuir:
COMIDA
gente • porta bebés • cepillo de
mujeres y niños. La ropa debe ser
manteca • harina • cereal • arroz
dientes • asientos de seguridad
adecuada para el tiempo de calor.
frijoles (pintos) • jamón en lata
para los • pasta de dientes • niños
Para los adultos, ropa adecuada
(SPAM) • azúcar • aceite • harina
pequeños • champú • sillas para
para el trabajo en el campo. Tipo
de maíz • salsa de tomate • maní
sentar a los niños • jabón para
de ropa que se necesita es:
(peanut butter)
baño • cuando se les da de comer • pantalones/jeans • pantalones corpañales (variedad de tamaños) •
tos • camisas de algodón de manARTICULOS DE COCINA
wipes • sabanas • cobijas • almoha- gas largas o cortas • botas de
vasos • vasijas • cacerolas grandes
das
trabajo o zapatos • de tenis
Ropa para niño/as y bebés (ropa
OTROS ARTÍCULOS
ROPA
para jugar)
papel higiénico • toallas • deterSe necesita ropa para hombres,
Se comenzara a coleccionar donaciones de ropa y comida en la última semana de abril hasta los mediados
de agosto. Las donaciones se pueden llevar a la oficina de la Parroquia de San Tomas Moro al 1333 West Novell
St. (esquina con Monroe y Novell) entre los horarios de 9:00 – 12:00 y de 1:00-5:00 p.m. de lunes a viernes. Si
tiene preguntas, llame a la oficina de la Parroquia de San Tomas Moro al 269-381-8917.
Por favor no dejen las donaciones afuera en la puerta de la Parroquia Santo Tomas Moro ni en la
puerta del Centro Alemán. Llamen antes a la Parroquia Santo Tomas Moro para avisar que llevan donaciones. ¡Muchas gracias por sus donaciones!
“Porque tuve hambre y ustedes me dieron de comer; tuve sed y ustedes me dieron de beber.
Fui forastero y ustedes me recibieron en su casa. . .” — Mateo 25:35

Fortaleciendo las Familias en la Fe (Reflexión #14)
Por Verónica Rodríguez
“Los niños aprenden a fiarse del amor de sus padres. Por eso, es importante que los padres cultiven prácticas
comunes de fe en la familia, que acompañen el crecimiento en la fe de los hijos”. (Papa Francisco, Encíclica
Lumen Fidei).
Actividad para hacer en familia este mes de Mayo: El mes de mayo es un mes donde en muchas de las parroquias celebran Primeras Comuniones. También es el comienzo de las graduaciones y es el mes donde se celebra el día de las madres. En todos esos momentos como padres de familia, tenemos una oportunidad de
enseñanza. A veces estamos más concentrados en la fiesta que viene después que en tomar ese momento para
enseñar a nuestros hijos sobre el amor de Dios. Por ejemplo, si vamos a ir a una Primera Comunión, ¿por qué
no tomamos un tiempo y explicamos a nuestros hijos sobre el sacramento o si ya han hecho la Primera Comunión, recordamos con ellos esa celebración tan bella y lo feliz que estuvieron a recibir por primera vez a Cristo?
O quizás cuando estemos buscando un regalo para nuestra mamá, pedirle a nuestros hijos que busquemos juntos un regalo especial que demuestre ese amor que hay por la mamá/abuela y decirles que como Jesús, estamos
cuidando y demostrando nuestro amor a la familia. Explicarles que además de nuestros padres y abuelos, también tenemos una familia de fe. No hay que tener miedo de enseñarles a nuestros hijos sobre nuestra fe católica.
Es en los momentos especiales y cotidianos de la vida donde aprendemos la teología de Jesús. Ese Jesús misionero que andaba entre la gente, que decía “Dejen a esos niños y no les impidan que vengan a mí: el Reino de
los Cielos pertenece a los que son como ellos” (Mateo 19:14). Dejemos que nuestros hijos que sigan a Jesús y
sean su ejemplo.

Jubileo de la Misericordia
Por la Dra. Fanny Tabares
El Papa Francisco ha convocado a todos los católicos
del mundo para un Año Jubilar comenzando el 8 de diciembre del 2015 con la solemnidad de la Inmaculada
Concepción y terminando el 20 de noviembre del 2016
día de Cristo Rey. El 8 de diciembre se abrirá la Puerta
Santa de la Basílica de San Pedro, a la que se unirán las
otras tres basílicas de Roma abriendo sus respectivas
Puertas Santas: Santa María la Mayor, San Juan de Letrán
y San Pablo Extra Muros.
La apertura de las Puertas Santas se contagiará después por todo el mundo, puesto que todas las diócesis iniciarán de esta manera el Año Santo. La Diócesis de
Kalamazoo, ya ha comenzado a planear las actividades diocesanas para el año jubilar; dentro de poco escucharán a su párroco y a los líderes de pastoral, hablar con más detalles sobre este tema.
En este año del Jubileo Extraordinario de la Misericordia, se buscará mostrar la “alegría de redescubrir y
hacer fecunda la misericordia de Dios”, como explicó el Papa Francisco.
Este acontecimiento se vivirá de manera especial en Roma, a la que se espera que acudan millones de peregrinos para participar de las innumerables actividades que se pondrán en marcha.
El 11 de abril, el Papa Francisco convocó oficialmente el Jubileo en la Basílica de San Pedro con la publicación de la Bula de Convocación “Misericordiae vultus” (“El rostro de la Misericordia”). En esta bula el Papa
Francisco explica el espíritu con el que los católicos del mundo debemos vivir el año del jubileo.
Puedes consultar la Bula completa en esta página de internet:
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/es/bulls/documents/papa-francesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html. Foto: Lauren Cater (ACI Prensa)
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Here & There
CENTRAL DEANERY
Kalamazoo

May 19: THE SPIRIT WHISPERS – A reading with Sr. Dorothy
Ederer and Friends. St. Thomas More Church, Social Hall.
Free and open to the public — 7pm-8:30pm.
May 23: Confirmation with Bishop Paul J. Bradley,
St. Joseph Parish. 5:30 p.m.
May 24: Confirmation with Bishop Paul J. Bradley,
St. Augustine Cathedral. 11:30 a.m.
May 27: Baccalaureate Mass for Hackett Catholic Prep with
Bishop Paul J. Bradley, St. Augustine Cathedral. 7 p.m.
June 7: Confirmation with Bishop Paul J. Bradley,
St. Monica Parish. 3 p.m.
June 14: Rev. Wieslaw Lipka 50th Anniversary celebration,
St. Monica Parish. Special Mass at 1 p.m., followed by
reception and dinner in school gymnasium. RSVP by
May 22nd. Contact: (269) 382-5879,
lawscience@sbcglobal.net.

Mattawan
May 13: CPR and First Aid Training, St. John Bosco Parish.
Earn a 2-year certification from the American Heart
Association. 6-9 p.m. Cost is $50. Contact:
Parish Office: (269) 668-3312

Paw Paw
May 16: Confirmation with Bishop Paul J. Bradley,
St. Mary Parish. 10 a.m.

Portage

Here & There publishes parish,
Catholic school and diocesan
sponsored events. Submissions
should be sent to Vicki Cessna,
vcessna@dioceseofkalamazoo.org

Hartford
May 16: Spanish Pre-Marriage Encounter, Immaculate
Conception Parish. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. One day retreat for the
ormation of engaged couples or married couples who wish to
have a day of reflection. Contact: Fanny Tabares,
(269) 903-0209, ftabares@diokzoo.org.

New Buffalo
May 30: Confirmation with Bishop Paul J. Bradley,
St. Mary of the Lake School, 10 a.m.

South Haven
May 16 Confirmation with Bishop Paul J. Bradley, St. Basil
Parish. 5 p.m.

St. Joseph
May 29: Baccalaureate Mass for Lake Michigan Catholic High
School, St. Joseph Parish. 9 a.m.
June 11-14: Catholic Cursillo weekend, St. Joseph Parish.
Prayerful retreat for women. Cost is $150. Contact:
Peter Mallett, (269) 598-7763, petemallett@ymail.com.
July 23-26: Catholic Cursillo weekend, St. Joseph Parish.
Prayerful retreat for men. Cost is $150. Contact Peter Mallett,
(269) 598-7763, petemallett@ymail.com.

Vicksburg

June 27: Bilingual Confirmation with Bishop Paul J. Bradley,
St. Mary of the Assumption Parish. 11 a.m.

Albion

May 10: Confirmation with Bishop Paul J. Bradley, St. John
Parish. 10:30 a.m.

Battle Creek
May 17: Baccalaureate Mass for St. Philip Catholic Central
High School with Bishop Paul J. Bradley, St. Joseph Parish.
12 p.m.
May 20: Praise and Worship Night, St. Philip Parish Center.
Night of music, prayer and sharing in the presence of Our Lord,
6-7:30 p.m. Contact: Andrea Perry, aperry@bcacs.org.

LAKESHORE DEANERY
Benton Harbor

May 16: Ministry to Persons with Disabilities Meeting,
St. John-St. Bernard Parish Center, St. Bernard site, 3-4:30
p.m. Informal gathering for persons with disabilities, their care-

Bronson

July 25: Diocesan Quinceañera Retreat, St. Mary of the
Assumption Parish. 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Retreat for parents and
daughters to prepare spiritually before Quinceañera celebration. Contact: Fanny Tabares, (269) 903-0209,
ftabares@diokzoo.org.

Sturgis
June 20: Bilingual Confirmation with Bishop Paul J. Bradley,
Holy Angels Parish. 11 a.m. and 2 p.m

White Pigeon
June 21: Confirmation with Bishop Paul J. Bradley, St. Joseph
Parish. 9:45 a.m.

SOUTHWEST DEANERY
Cassopolis

July 26: 100th Anniversary Mass, St. Ann Parish. 11:30 a.m.

Niles
May 31: Confirmation with Bishop Paul J. Bradley,
St. Mary Parish. 11:30 a.m.

The Trauma Recovery Program provides hope for healing
By Sharon Froom
If you are like other survivors of childhood
trauma you are likely to answer “yes” to the following questions:
• Do the injuries from your childhood have a
significant negative effect on the choices you
make today as an adult?
• Is it bewildering to you why your painful
childhood experiences still have so much power
in your life when they occurred so long ago?
• Do you try to hide your struggles to recover
from your hurtful childhood out of fear others
will pull away from you if they learn about past?
• Do you feel hopeless that your life will ever
be any better because despite your best efforts
you keep creating the same negative outcomes?
The Trauma Recovery Program can help you
break out of this negative cycle. This is a diocesan program offered free to any adult Catholic
who struggles with the aftermath of any childhood trauma (physical, emotional, or sexual
abuse and/or severe neglect.) More than 400

The Virtue of Vulnerability

June 6: Diocesan Quinceañera Retreat, Immaculate Conception Parish. 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Retreat for parents and daughters
to prepare spiritually before Quinceañera celebration. Contact:
Fanny Tabares, (269) 903-0209, ftabares@diokzoo.org.

SOUTHEAST DEANERY

EASTERN DEANERY

3427 Gull Road, Kalamazoo 49048

givers, and families to share experiences, challenges, and joys
of faith life. Contact: Lisa Irwin, (269) 903-0177,
lirwin@diokzoo.org.

May 17: Confirmation with Bishop Paul J. Bradley,
St. Catherine of Siena Parish. 4 p.m.

May 19: Pack the House, St. Martin of Tours Parish. Monthly
expanded adult faith formation program. Contact: Parish Office,
(269) 649-1629.
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hundred adult survivors of childhood trauma
have participated in the Trauma Recovery Program. Participants consistently report the skills
they learn in the program are the skills they need
to live more healthfully and happily.
The program is offered in small groups, situated in a private location, facilitated by mental
health professionals and a priest. Groups remain
constant for the duration of the ten-session series. Early registration is recommended as
groups are limited in size and usually fill early.

Trauma Recovery Program:
For English-speakers: Fall, 2015
Select on a.m. or p.m. group
Oct. 12, 19, 26
Nov. 2, 9, 16, 21 (Sat.), 23, 30
Dec. 7
For information and registration call
Phyllis Florian, 269-381-8917 (ext. 223)
For more information on the program:
www.diokzoo.org/trauma-recovery

Your generous support of the
Bishop’s Annual Appeal makes possible the
many ministries and outreach of the diocese.
This month Bishop Bradley celebrates
confirmations throughout the diocese and
ordained four men to the transitional
diaconate. This is just a glimpse into the many
ways your participation in diocesan
Church helps spread the gospel.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration.

2015 Bishop’s Annual Appeal

Parish Target Goals
Blessed Sacrament, Allegan
Holy Angels, Sturgis
Holy Family, Decatur
Holy Maternity, Dowagiac
Immaculate Conception, Hartford
Immaculate Conception, Three Rivers
Our Lady of Fatima, Union City
Our Lady of Great Oak, Lacey
Our Lady of the Lake, Edwardsburg
Our Lady Queen of Peace, Bridgman
Sacred Heart, Bangor
Sacred Heart, Dowagiac
Sacred Heart, Allegan
San Felipe de Jesus, Fennville
SS Cyril & Methodius, Wayland
SS John & Bernard, Benton Harbor
St. Agnes, Sawyer
St. Ambrose, Delton
St. Ambrose, Parchment
St. Ann, Cassopolis
St. Ann, Augusta
St. Anthony, Buchanan
St. Augustine Cathedral, Kalamazoo
St. Barbara, Colon
St. Basil, South Haven
St. Catherine of Siena, Portage
St. Charles of Borromeo, Coldwater
St. Clare, Centreville
St. Cyril, Nashville
St. Edward, Mendon
St. Gabriel, Berrien Springs
St. Jerome, Battle Creek
St. John Bosco, Mattawan
St. John, Albion
St. Joseph, Battle Creek
St. Joseph, Kalamazoo
St. Joseph, St. Joseph
St. Joseph, Watervliet
St. Joseph, White Pigeon
St. Jude, Gobles
St. Margaret, Otsego
St. Margaret/Mary, Marcellus
St. Mark, Niles
St. Martin of Tours, Vicksburg
St. Mary of the Lake, New Buffalo
St. Mary, Bronson
St. Mary, Kalamazoo
St. Mary, Marshall
St. Mary Visitation, New Salem
St. Mary, Niles
St. Mary, Paw Paw
St. Mary, Three Oaks
St. Monica, Kalamazoo
St. Peter, Douglas
St. Philip, Battle Creek
St. Rose of Lima, Hastings
St. Stanislaus, Dorr
St. Therese, Wayland
St. Thomas More, Kalamazoo
Total 2015
Bishop’s Annual Appeal Targets

$51,295
$52,433
$17,294
$26,421
$23,032
$46,068
$11,676
$5,712
$70,210
$30,925
$18,707
$30,638
$8,307
$6,781
$37,828
$149,836
$24,885
$14,769
$60,154
$16,624
$87,768
$23,628
$129,123
$8,560
$89,438
$278,869
$52,325
$8,171
$8,415
$19,841
$8,661
$26,456
$59,597
$50,480
$144,063
$121,346
$195,545
$58,506
$20,840
$18,461
$65,988
$12,156
$33,433
$64,742
$51,166
$67,902
$43,694
$78,190
$47,520
$67,550
$59,108
$24,314
$156,775
$57,959
$145,143
$57,990
$29,246
$65,129
$128,668
$3,370,361

Saturday, May 16
Sallie Latkovich, CSJ, DMin
Learn how vulnerability opens
a space in which God can “do
a new thing.” It is the cradle of
creativity and possibility.

Prayer Practices: The
Sound of Silence

Saturday, May 30; 9am - 3pm
Betsy Meagher, CSJ &
Michele Gossman
We will explore & experience
some of the practices that give
our contemplation “legs” in the
world:
t Centering Prayer
t Welcoming Prayer
t Prayer of Forgiveness
t Awareness Examen
t Prayer of Imagination
t Lectio Divina
t Journaling
t Basic Mindfulness Exercises

Psalms of Joy & Lament

Saturday, June 6; 9am – 3pm
Betsy Meagher, CSJ &
Bernadette Dean, CSJ
Join us in working with these
beautiful reflections to see our
own varied range of human
emotions in a new, and more
loving light.

More info & register at
TransformationsCenter.org

269-381-6290 x310

Making a Report of
Sexual Misconduct
A report of sexual misconduct may
be initiated at the
Diocese of Kalamazoo’s Sexual
Misconduct Question and
Reporting Line: 877-802-0115.
A caller will be requested to
provide his or her name and
telephone number. All calls
regarding sexual misconduct will
be returned, usually within one
hour. This toll-free telephone
number has been established as a
part of the diocese's effort to
protect children, young
people and other vulnerable
people in our schools, parishes and
ministries. This line is for
reporting suspected sexual
misconduct or child abuse within
diocesan institutions and
ministries only. If you have some
other concern about diocesan
schools, parishes or ministries,
please contact the appropriate
diocesan school, parish or office
directly. In all cases of sexual
abuse you are encouraged to report
all cases to the local police or
protective services.
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Diocesan
Scouting Mass
Your Health Today

Bishop Bradley, along with Scouting
Chaplain, Rev. Richard Altine, honored
diocesan scouts in a special way during the annual diocesan Scouting Mass
on Sunday, April 19th. Area girl and boy
scouts received their religious medals
and patches for successfully completing Catholic Scout religious programs.
All scouts in attendance also received
the diocesan Scout Mass patch, featuring a scout family in celebration with
the Church’s focus on marriage and the
family this year.

Thyroid Disease:
Answers to FAQs
What is the thyroid gland?
Your thyroid is a butterﬂy-shaped gland located in the front of your neck.
This gland makes hormones that control the way your body uses energy.

What is thyroid disease?

Susan Smith,
PA-C

There are several different types of thyroid disease.
For instance, when your thyroid produces too much
hormone, your body uses energy faster than it should
(hyperthyroidism). When your thyroid produces too little
hormone, your body uses energy slower than it should
(hypothyroidism).

Who gets thyroid disease?

St. Monica Schools “STREAM-line”
subjects in new style of learning
Last summer, eight teachers and administrators from St. Monica Catholic School attended the 2014 STREAM Symposium, and since returning, they have been finding new
ways to engage students. STREAM is similar to popular STEM programs, but adds religion
and the arts in addition to science, technology, engineering and math.
“We believe that exposure to the arts is essential and we are committed to an educational
experience that provides multiple encounters with Christ in every aspect of curriculum and
instruction,” says Kathy Mears, executive director of the National Catholic Educational Association.
According to St. Monica Principal Becky Reits,
Second grade student Isabella
STREAM
projects require students to be fully inForker wears the butterfly costume
volved
every
step of the way. “Students are the
she made with her mother for her
STREAM project.
ones who design the outcome of their learning,”
she says.
Already, students are benefitting
from STREAM
projects. Fifth
grade students
learned how to engineer a working gumball
machine, including lessons in kinetic and potential
energy. Sixth grad students
studied Sparta and were tasked
with deciding how to incorporate
all aspects of STREAM into their
studies. This included building a model
of a Greek temple (engineering). Seventh and eighth grade students studied all aspects of
bread, including the history, making and marketing of it. Students learned about different
types of bread from all over the world and examined how bread is a universal food.
Even the younger students are using STREAM. Second graders researched God’s creatures and were tasked with picking one to explore. Students then presented on their animal;
some even made animal costumes to wear for their presentation, which also brought parents
into their children’s project.
The STREAM program focuses on incorporating Catholic identity throughout the curriculum, not solely in religion lessons. It encourages forward thinking, innovation and collaboration.
For more information on the
STREAM curriculum,
visit www.ncea.org.

Picture left: Sixth-grade students
work on their STREAM presentation, showing how all elements of
STREAM can be used to study
ancient Sparta.

About 20 million Americans are living with some form of thyroid disease.
While people of all ages and races can get this disease, women are ﬁve to
eight times more likely than men to suffer from thyroid problems.

What are the symptoms?
The symptoms of thyroid disease can vary.
As an example, here are some signs and symptoms of hyperthyroidism:
s
s
s
s

)RRITABILITYNERVOUSNESS
-USCLE WEAKNESSTREMORS
)NFREQUENT MENSTRUAL PERIODS
7EIGHT LOSS

s
s
s
s

3LEEP PROBLEMS
%NLARGED THYROID GLAND
6ISION PROBLEMS OR EYE DISCOMFORT
(EAT SENSITIVITY

What causes thyroid disease?
There are many different causes for thyroid disease. As an example, here
are some leading causes for hypothyroidism:
s 4HYROIDITIS INmAMMATION OF THE THYROID GLAND
s (ASHIMOTOS THYROIDITIS A PAINLESS DISEASE OF THE IMMUNE SYSTEM THAT
is hereditary.
s 0OSTPARTUM THYROIDITIS A CONDITION THAT HAPPENS IN  TO  PERCENT
of women after giving birth (usually temporary).
s )ODINE DElCIENCY A PROBLEM AFFECTING ABOUT  MILLION PEOPLE AROUND
THE WORLD )ODINE IS USED BY THE THYROID TO PRODUCE HORMONES
s .ON FUNCTIONING THYROID GLAND AFFECTING ONE IN   NEWBORNS

How is it diagnosed?
Thyroid disease can be difﬁcult to diagnose because symptoms may be
easily confused with other conditions. Symptoms can also happen slowly
OVER TIME 4HATS WHY IF YOU THINK YOU MAY HAVE A THYROID PROBLEM AND
ARE EXPERIENCING SYMPTOMS THAT DO NOT GO AWAY ITS IMPORTANT TO SEE YOUR
health care provider. He or she will do a physical exam and order a simple
blood test to determine if your thyroid hormone levels are off.

Is there treatment?
Thyroid diseases are chronic, meaning they are life-long conditions.
The good news is that with proper management, people with thyroid
disease can live healthy, normal lives.
Hypothyroidism is often successfully treated with thyroid hormone
MEDICINE (YPERTHYROIDISM GENERALLY MORE CHALLENGING TO TREAT REQUIRES
the normalization of thyroid hormone production. Treatment could include
drug therapy, radioactive iodine treatment, or surgery to remove part or
all of the thyroid gland.
Susan Smith is certiﬁed physician assistant (PA-C) with Borgess
Lee Medical Group-Family Practice. She may be reached by calling
(269) 445.0771.
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